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Thkre is not much in ihc way of history to be written of small 
lorcign Settlements in China which are not yet fifty years old; 
but during the short time events have happened in Shanghai 
which imperilled the existence of the place and the times and 
fortunes of the inhabitants. And a system of Municipal or 
self-government has been instituted, which is so well adapted 
to the community, formed of almost all nationalities, and to 
its relations to the Chinese Government, that it only requires 
expansion to meet the wants of an increasing population. 

Since .the port of Shanghai was opened to foreign trade in 
1843, a British Consul has virtually blockaded the port with a 
ten-gun sailing brig of war, notwithstanding that his country was 
at peace with China; the native City has been in the hands of 
one set of insurgents; and other and more powerful armies of 
rebels were twice repulsed in their attempts to capture the City 
and the Settlements. 

The records of these and less important events are scattered 
through newspapers, a few books and parliamentary papers, none 
of which are easily accessible to the general reader. During the 
last few years I have frequently heard it said that an account of 
the Foreign Settcments of Shanghai would be very acceptable ^o • 
the public, and I have endeavoured to supply one 
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I have fortunately received assistance from old residents, 
whose memories go back almost to the foundation of the Settle- 
ments, and I have made use of ever)* book and other publication 
which was available to me ; as well as of the private advices of 
firms, to their corresjxjndents at home, before tliere was a ncws- 
pai)er published in the place, in which public events are recorded. 
I have to thank all those friends for their kindness, and particularly 
Pere Chevalier for the information about the Roman Catholic 
churches in Shanghai. 

I shall be away from Shanghai when this little book is 
published; and I am under great obligations to Mr. R. W. Lhtle 
and Mr. Henry 0*She.\ for having promised to see it through 
the press. 

J. W. M. 
Shanghai, A/^ril iSSg, 
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THE 

STORY OF SHANGHAI 



INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

Tbb name Shanghai means "Upper Sea.'** But although the 
whole of the immense plain which has been formed by the alluvial 
deposit of the Yangtze has been won from the sea, it is a little 
more than doubtful whether the City of Shanghai was built on the 
sea-side. At the same time there are indications that the sea 
covered the land near the Fdng-wan-shan hills, which are twenty 
miles to the south-west of Shanghai as the remains of old landing 
places have been found there. And near Soochow there are ridges 
in which are large quantities of shells, and tradition says that 
these were thrown up by the waves of the sea in ojd times. It is 
said, also, that Sungkiang, twenty-seven miles to the south-west of 
Shanghai, and also Taitsang, which is some thirty miles to the west 
of it, were at one time seaports, and for the matter of that 
Shanghai now bears the same designation. But it is very likely 
that in all these instances the communication with the sea was by 
rivers or canals, just as at London and Liverpool. The river 
which flowed past Shanghai, when the hamlet which received that 
name was formed, may have been very wide, or it may have 
spread itself over a considerable tract of low lying country, as it is 
said to have done down to the eleventh or twelfth century, near 
where the Loong-wha pagoda stands. This may have obtained 
for it the appellation of the ''Upper Sea** to distinguish it from the 

* Another translation has been given, ''Coming up from the sea, 
because large junks with cargoes for Soochow could get no further, on 
account of the shallowness of the creek." 
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*' Lower Sea,** another hamlet about three miles to the north-east 
of the Settlement^ and which majr have been formed by the waters 
of the Woosung River, or Soochow Creek, which seems at one 
time to have formed a lagoon that stretched five miles towards 
Woosung. 

I am told that old histories shew that Shanghai obtained its 

name long before it became a port^ and at a time when it was 

occupied by fishermen and cultivators of the soil. At that period 

t *,{ there were two hamlets, one called in the dialect Zong-he, " Upper 

" ^^^ Sea," or in mandarin ** Shanghai," and the other A u-he-pii^ "Village 

- I i^) of the lower sea," which is still standing* and inhabited by eight 

families. In the latter instance the word />u, shop, would be 
appended when shops began to be opened there; the original 
antithesis would be only Au-?ie and Zong^ht. 

Shanghai became of some importance as a place of trade near 
the close of the eleventh century, when it was made a Customs 
station and is first mentioned in history, but a native account 
of the place begins in 249 B.C.t Previously, an ancient town 
called Tsung-ling, about twenty miles up the Soochow Creek, or 
Woosung River as it was then called, was the port of Soochow. 
But the depth of the creek decreasing about that time, the Customs 
station was removed to Shanghai, which was then in the Prefecture 
of Hwating. And in the course of the next century and a half the 
town and neighbourhood of Shanghai so increased in prosperity 
and population, that in 1366 the town was constituted a district 
of the same name. Between forty and fifty years after that, a 
still greater advance took place in its fortunes. 

From ancient times the Woosung River had been the highway 
from the ocean to Soochow, and is shewn by old maps to have 
been five miles broad in A.D. 780, and three miles wide about two 
centuries later, but it afterwards greatly contracted and shallowed. 
In those times the Huangpu| was a much smaller river than the 
Woosung, and after reaching the neighbourhood of the Loong-hwa 
jiagoda it flowed in two streams through Pootung into the river 

• It i« known to foreigner as Yangtzc-poo. 

t Ckhifit Hijtoftilory, 

t In 1300 it was a bow Khot across, oppobite to the city. 
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WooBung, some two to three miles from the village of that name.* 
But it is probable that a part of the waters of the Huangpu were 
lost in a marsh near Loong-hwa. About 1402 a small and ancient 
canal, called the Van-ka-pang, which had been the only water 
communication between the two riversi was enlarged* The effect 
of this was to draw the Huangpu northwards; it opened out 
a sufBcient channel for itself while it reduced the importance of 
the Woosiing or Soochow Creek. An old map of Shanghai, which 
is said to have been made in A.D. 1010, shows the disparity between 
the ancient and present rivers, and also the Van-ka-pang canal to 
the east of the city of ShanghaL All traces of the canal have 
disappeared long ago, but it is supposed to have joined the Woosung 
about where the British Consulate now is. The same map and 
other records of old times show that there were then large and 
fortified towns near Shanghai which have disappeared, some of 
them having been swept into the rivers. 

The position of Shanghai made it an admirable tntrepU for 
the commerce of the northern, southern and central provinces of 
the Empire. It was the seaport of rich Kiangnan, and the 
principal emporium for the trade on the Yangtze and with 
Eastern Asia. But for centuries its people have had the danger 
to its existence, from the silting up of the river, always before 
them. Dredging of some kind has been carried on until recent 
years, when, the place having become a hundred times more 
important than it ever was in former days, the authorities have 
allowed the bar at Woosung to increase, the banks of the Huangpn 
to contract, and the Soochow Creek to dwindle to some ninety 
yards in breadth, with a very shallow and uncertain channeL 

Bes^ides the irai)ortance which its position gained for Shanghai, 
the district around it became celebrated as the seat of a cotton 
industry after the introduction of that textile in the third century 
B.C. In the collection of papers on China which bears his name, 
Du Halde says that two hundred thousand people were engaged in 
cotton manufacturing in the Shanghai district, and that Sungkiang 

• Traces of the oM cbnnnel of tlic }Iuun|n>u were forty ycnni iijfo found 
at Tung-kow-Mhi in Pootung, about seven niilea E. and N.fc from i5haDghai 
city.— CAin«5€ MiHtHany. 
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fiiruished the Empire, as well as foreign countries, with quantities 
of cotton goods of all sorts, and that those goods were so fine that 
when djed they were taken as the finest serge.* The cotton 
goods made near Shanghai still maintain their excellence, and 
are exported to other parts of the Empire in considerable quantities. 
It is stated in one account of Shanghai that the extension of the 
industry in and about Shanghai was materially aided by the good 
work of two ladieM, one of whom taught the peasant women bow 
to spin, and the other how to embroider. And at the present time 
one of the pleasantest sights to be seen, in a district where there 
is almost nothing to delight the eye or taste, is the cotton fields 
in bloom or the women and children gathering the pods. And 
what tends to prove that before, and for some centuries after the 
Christian era, the plain upon which Shanghai stands was only 
partially reclaimed, that it was greatly composed of marshland, is 
the statement made by an old writer that previous to the intro- 
duction of cotton growing the people found it difficult to live upon 
the other crops. 

Shanghai suflered from 13G1 to the middle of the sixteenth 
century from the raids of Japanese pirates who, during that time, 
frequently harried great parts of Kiangsu and Chdkiang. They 
laid waste the district of Shanghai in 1543, and in 1552 the walls 
of the city were build as a defence against them. The Japanese 
came again in 1560, and according to a Chinese account, when 
they invaded the country and distressed the villages the manners 
of the townspeople became light and vain, and a pretty general 
demoralisation took place. Previously, although the manners of 
the Shanghai folk had been rude and simple, the district had been 
well supplied with musicians and poets; talented and experienced 
persons collected in crowds ; and the region was famous for its 
eminent men, so that it became one of the most celebrated spots 
in the south. But another writer says the people of Shanghai 
wore then fond uf emulation, strife and boasting. 

* The fttatemcnts of old travellers that all Chinese were formerly 
dreMed in silk, rather staggers those who know China and something of her 
history. But according to Ihn Batuta, m ho was in China in the first half 
of the 14th century a cotton dress would purchase many silk ones. He 
says that were it not for the merchants silk would bring no price whatever. 
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The city and district continued to prosper, unknown to 
Europeans, eicept the few who read the accounts sent home bj 
the Roman Catholic missionaries, until shortly before the tormtna- 
tion of the East India Company's monopoly in China.* The 
Company's factors at Canton were just before then more than 
usually troubled by the faithlessness and exactions of the 
mandarins, and one cousequonce was the despatch of the Lard 
Amherst, in February 1832, from Canton to the northern ports to 
endeavour to open up trade. Mr. Hugh Hamilton Lindsay, at 
that time one of the Company's super-cargoes, and afterwards head 
of the firm in Chiua bearing his surname, and the Rev. Charlea 
Gutzlaff were the mission. The latter gentleman had visited 
Shanghai in the previous year in a junk, which voyaged from 
Canton to Tientsin and thence to Shanghai. He had given a 
glowing description o^ the commerce of the port, and this led to 
the despatch of the Lord Amherst, which, after visiting Amoy, 
Foochow and Niugpo, was within a few miles of the entrance 
of the Woosung on the 20th June, when Mr. Lindsay and Mr. 
GulzlafT took boat for Shanghai. They arrived at their destination 
at half-past four in the afternoon, although the mandarins at 
Woosung had attempted to stop them. 

The account which Mr. Lindsay gives of his reception by the 
Che-hsien and the Taotai, of their bluster and hauteur, of his 
pressing on them his petition to be allowed to trade, and his 
determination that he should be received as an equal by the 
Taotai, and carrying his point, is very interesting. But the 
mandarins prevented his trading, although the people showed 
considerable anxiety to do so. Mr. Lindsay and Mr. Gutslaff 
went about the city distributing tracts on England and trade and 
were everywhere well received by the people. 

* 1 have not found many references to Shanghai in the old books of 
voyages or reports on China. But Mr. Frederick Pigou, of the East India 
Coy.'s factory at Canton, in a memorandum drawn up in 1 756* drew atten- 
tion to Shanghai as a place suitable to trade. Sir Jas. Urmston, however, 
wlio was Resident of the Company *s factory at Canton in 1833, while urging 
the formation of an establishment at Chusan makes no reference to Uie 
advantages of Shanghai as a site for such a purpose. Chusan and Ningpo 
wore the places at which adventurers, including the East India Co., sought 
to trnde in the North of China. 
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The defoDces of Woosung were thea in a very poor condition. 
While the Lord Amherst lay at Woosung, troops were being drilled, 
armed with swords, wicker shields and rusted muskets; and 
guns were laid on the river bank without tracks or carriages. 
And if these preparations should not wholly intimidate the barba- 
rians, their discomfiture was to be completed by a peculiarly 
Chinese artifice, for at some distance from the river the mandarins 
had caused mud heaps to be thrown up and white-washed, so as 
to resemble soldiers* tents. The forts and batteries were crumbl- 
ing away, the guns rusting and their carriages broken down. 

But the trade delighted Mr. Lindsay who counted upwards 
of four hundred junks of from 100 to 400 tons passing Woosung 
inwards every day for seven days. These were chiefly northern 
junks with four masts, but later the southern junks came in at 
the rate of thirty to forty a day. Cantones'b seem to have had a 
good share of the trade, and I find it stated a few years afterwards 
that the profits were two to three hundred per cent in a voyage 
or a year. Mr. Lindsay found^ commodious wharves and large 
warehouses at Shanghai. 

Three years later the Rev. Dr. Medhurst visited the port on 
bis return from a missionary voyage to Shantung. His account 
of the place, the officials and the people agrees with that of ^f r. 
Lindsay. The mandarins did everything to get quit of the 
missionary as they had tried to rid themselves of the merchant, 
but Dr. Medhurst met them with dignified firmness. Both 
gentlemen were struck with the knowledge which the officials in 
Shanghai possessed of their proceedings elsewhere, and of what 
had recently occurred in Canton. From this it was evident that 
the doings of the English in China were rapidly communicated to 
the officials on the seaboard, and probably in other quarters of 
the Empire. One incident, which occurred during Mr. Lindsay's 
visity shews how greatly the Taotai of Shanghai stood in fear of 
the Viceroy of the Liang-kiang. The Taotai after receiving Mr. 
Lindiiay*s petition issued an Edict ordering him away and " throw- 
ing back** the petition contemptuously. Mr. Lindsay refused to 
suffer this affront in silence, and requested that his petition should . 
be forwarded to the Viceroy. The Taotai was alarmed at this and 
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sent officers to request that his harsh Edict should he returned to 
him, aud he apologised for the expressions in it The Taotai of course 
knew that his superior at Nanking would treat the irrepressible 
foreigner as he himself had done, but it is to be supposed that 
he was afraid of Mr. Lindsay proceeding up the Yangtze and 
bearding the Viceroy in his yamSn. 

After many delays Mr. Lindsay was permitted to visit Shang* 
hai a second time before he left Wuosung, but he was only allowed 
to purchase a few hundred dollars' worth of silks aud gauzes j aud 
these were the first transactions which a foreign merchant entered 
into iu ShanghaL 
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CHAPTER I. 
THE CAPTURE OF WOOSUNG AND SHANGHAL 

The British fleet under Vice-Admiral Sir William Parker, with 
a military force of some 4,000 men, nnder Sir Henry Googhi 
arrived at the Ruggeds on the 29th May, 1842. This expedi- 
tion had captared the batteries in Amoy harbour, destroyed 
forts in Sheipoo, taken possession of Tinghai, and therefore 
virtually of Chusan, bombarded and held Chinhai, Ningpo and 
Chapoo. On the 4th of June the fleet proceeded towards 
Woosung ; it anchored at Amherst Island on the 8th, when the 
Mode$t€f Pluto and Nemesis were sent to intercept communica- 
tion inshore. Some days were spent in sounding the channel, 
and by the 13th a large part of tho fleet and twelve transports 
had reached the mouth of the river safely. 

This was the force that was destined to capture Shanghai, 
and afterwards Chinkiang and Nanking ; and it was hoped that 
these operations would bring about peace between Great Britain 
and China, and open the port of Shanghai, with others further 
south, to foreign trade. 

The western side of the Huangpu was found to be lined 
with batteries, mounting 134 guns, between Woosung and Pao- 
shun. 

The capture of Woosung was an easy affair. The batteries * 
were silenced in less than two hours, but it was not till half -past 
twelve o'clock that the troops could be landed. As soon as they 
were on shore Sir Hagh Gough advanced on Paoshun, towards 
which the Governor of the province and a large number of 
troops were understood to have fled. Major-Oeneral Schoedde 
was at the same time ordered to move to the rear of that town, so 
as to cut off the retreat of the Chinese. When Sir Hugh Gough 
reached Paoshun he found it already in possession of General 
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Schoedde, and tbe inhabitants flying in great consternation. 
The Chinese had made immense preparations for the defence of 
Woosang, and believed they had rendered it impregnable. The/ 
had mounted 175 gans on the different forts, and the defences 
%vere generally in excellent order. A large namber of armed 
janks were in the river, and five craft of that kind, newly bailt 
and in imitation of steamers, were each propelled by wooden 
paddle wheels. These vessels when captured were foand to be 
fitted with two paddle wbcels on e&ch side, their shafts were of 
wood, with a namber of strong wooden cogs npon them, and 
they were turned by means of a capstan, also fitted with cogs 
and worked by men. All the machinery was below, on the 
'tween decks. These vessels carried some two, some three newlj 
cast brass or bronze guns, besides a number of large gingals, 
matchlocks, spears, etc., and great things had evidently been 
expected of them, as they were all commanded by mandarins of 
rank. But unfortunately the commanders of the naval forces 
at Woosung preferred running away to fighting ; at the first 
approach of the British war steamers the Chinese Admiral 
fled, followed by the others ; the officers and crews crowded into 
sampans and when these were filled flung themselves into the 
river. Some of the Tartar soldiery shewed great courage, 
sometimes crossing their spears with the British bayonets, but the 
Chinese generally ran away when the invaders advanced towards 
them. According to Sir Hugh Oough, the Chinese had between 
four and five thousand troops at Woosung. Their losses were 
comparatively small, and did not exceed 200 men, while the 
British only lost one officer and one seaman killed and three 
officers and twentj-two seamen and marines wounded. Seven 
of Jler Majesty's ships of war, and six steamers of the East 
India Company formed the attacking naval force. 

A survey of part of the Huangpu was made by the steamers 
Nemesis and Medusa, on the 17th. About seven miles from 
Woosung they came in sight of two forts, on either side of the 
river, one of which fired all its guns at the steamers, but the 
shot fell short. Soon afterwards, both forts were set on fire by 
the Chinese and abandoned. The commanders of tbe steamers 
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had been ordered by tbe Admiral not to proceed above this 
point, and they therefore returned to Woosnng. They reported 
that the deepest channel ran along the left side of the river for 
about two mileSy and then crossed over to the right bank, by 
keeping which on board there was water enough for a frigate 
at half flood.* 

On the morning of the 19th a column of about a thousand 
men of the 1 8th and 49th Regiments, with detachment of the 
Madras and Horse Artillery, and sappers and miners were 
despatched overland to Shanghai, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Colonel Montgomorie, ^ladras Artillery. At eight 
(/clock on the same morning the rest of the troops were 
embarked in the steamers Tenasserim^ Nemesis, Fhlegethon and 
Pluto which towed the North Star, Modeste, Columbine and CliOj 
while Sir William Parker, Sir Hugh Gough, Captain Keppel — 
who arrived after the capture of Woosung — and other officers 
were conveyed in the Mechisa, This force met with no opposition 
nntil it arrived within sight of the city, when a long well- 
constructed battery, standing where the British Consulate now is, 
opened fire on the ships, but at such a distance that no harm 
was done. Sir Harry Parkcs, who accompanied the expedition, 
said at the dinner which the community gave him in 18G5, tli«at a 
TipiiO had afterwards boasted to him that it was he who had fired 
the guns in this fort, but that he had not stayed to reload them. 

Meanwhile Colonel Montgomerie, hearing this firing, pushed 
rapidly on and unexpectedly found himself under the walls of 
the city. He advanced to the North Gate, sent some men over 
the wall to open it, and entered. He found the place almost 
deserted; the authorities had fled on the previous evening. As 
soon as the steamers reached the city, the 55th Regiment was 
landed at a small jetty near the Temple of Heaven, and imme« 
diate measures was taken to prevent looting in which the Chinese 
thieves were very active. The troops behaved excellently, and 
their conduct did much to restore confidence among the timid 
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natives. The pablic granaries were opened and their contents 
distribated, which pleased the people. 

On the day on which Shanghai was taken, the river above 
the city is described as being almost covered with boats fall of 
fogitives, faruitare and goods. In order to check this flight two 
steamers were sent np the river and their captains were also 
instructed to search for war janks and reconnoitre the conntrj, 
bnt no signs of hostile preparations were seen. In a short time 
the people returned to the city, shops were opened, business 
went on as before, and the inhabitant-s only shewed a natural 
curiosity about the hair, the colour of the eyes and the ways 
generally of foreigners. 

So great had been the preparations for the defence of 
Shanghai and Woosnng that 40G pieces of cannon, 100 being 
of brass,* were taken at these places, besides the large number 
which were destroyed with the war junks. ^lany of the copper 
or brass guns were of great weight. One was a curious iron 
gun of Chinese casting, being very small at the muzzle and very 
large from the middle to the breach. An inscription on it shewed 
that it was three hundred years old. 

On the day after the taking of Shanghai^ two steamerSp 
towing two boats, went about thirty miles up the river, and next 
day the Admiral and some officers reached Sungkiang. There 
they took the westerly branch of the river, their object being to 
get to Soochow, but the water shoaled so much that they could 
only get some eight miles further in the little Medusa. Gon« 
sidering what the British forces had been doing in the provinces 
of Kiangsu and ChSkiang for several months past, and thai 
the soldiers who had been defeated at Woosung, with the dis« 
comGted officials of Shanghai were at Soochow, or near it, this 
expedition in a small steamer was something more than bold. 

It became known afterwards that the smoke of the steamer 
was seen from the walls of Soochow, and that at a trifling 
distance beyond where she stopped there were then some junks 
or boats, laden with silver from the treasury in Shanghai,' 
pressing on to get within shelter of the city walls. 
• Sir HTCough's diiipatch] 
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Sir Henry Pottinger, \vbo was sole British Plenipotentiary 
to China, had arrived at Shanghai before this little np-river 
reconnaisance returned. An immediate naval and military 
expedition to Nanking was then resolved npon. The site for the 
British Settlement at Shanghai was selected by Sir Henry 
Pottinger, the Admiral and the General commanding the troops; 
and Shanghai was evacuated on the 23rd of Jane, having been 
in possession of the British four days. It does not seem that 
there was any bloodshed in the taking of the city. 

Daring the occupation between three thousand and three 
thousand five hundred troops were quartered in the Tea Gardens, 
and the remainder in private houses. An account of what took 
place then says that the soldiers lighted their fires with the 
handsome wooden ornaments of the Temple in the Gardens, 
wrapped in satin and silk cloaks lined with costly furs, and 
waving embroidered fans. In June fans would be more agree- 
able than fires or furs, so that we may assume that no great 
harm was done to the Temple or the pawn-shops from which 
the cloaks had been taken. 

Admiral Sir William Parker, whose career in China shews 
him to have been of the highest merit, took between seventy 
and eighty sail, including two line of battle ships, up a river 
whose navigation was almost unknown. The expedition cap- 
tured Chinkiang, which was defended by the flower of the Tartar 
troops, who offered a determined resistance, and when they saw 
that defeat was inevitable, destroyed their women and children 
in thousands, as their kindred had done at Chapoo, and after- 
wards committed suicide. The Tartar General, when he saw 
the day was lost, burnt himself and his family in his house. 
The city was a Tartar stronghold ; the officers and soldiers were 
on their mettle, while the Chinese do not seem to have done 
anything beyond looting the Tartar town, when the fighting 
wa£ over, as they had done the tenements of their own country- 
men at Shanghai. 

The capture of Chinkiang alarmed the Emperor and his 
advisers. Ke-ying, a great official, was hurried to Nanking, 
towards which city the British force proceeded. All their 
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accastotncd acta of diplomatic procrastination were resorted to 
bjKe-jing and Ilipa, a special commissioner and newlj-appointed 
Governor-General of the Liang-kiang, to avoid coming to terms 
with Sir Uenrj Pottinger. It was not antil three hoars of the 
time when the bombardment, which the British PlenipoCentiarj 
bad ordered, woald have began, that the Imperial Commissioners 
offered to meet him. 

The treaty was forthwith arranged and sabseqaentlj signed 
on board the CornwalUs and after it was ratified bj the Emperor, 
I the ports of Shanghai, Ningpo, Foochow, Amoj and Swatow 

were opened to foreign trade. 
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CHAPTER II. 
THE FIRST YEARS OF THE SETTLEMENT. 

On the Hth November, 1843, Captain Balfoar,* who had 
been appointed British Consal at Shanghai, issacd a notification 
that the port woald be opened to trade on the 17th of the same 
month. He defined the limits of the port to be within the 
lines formed bj Paoshan Point, bearing West, and the battery 
on the right bank at the month of the river below Woosnng, 
bearing S.S.W. The place of anchorage was to be between the 
Soochow Creek and below the walls of the native city. Mr. 
Walter Mcdharst arrived in Shanghai on the 5th November, 
with a party of officials, including the Consul, and others, and 
he has described the city and their reception in it. He says, that 
the masts of the crowd of junks in the river concealed the city 
from their view. But it would appear from the observations 
of others that there had been some falling oS. in the prosperity 
of the port, previous to it capture in 1842, at which time ware- 
houses were found empty, jetties falling into disrepair, besides 
other signs of decadence. The operations of the English in the 
South, and the certainty of the fleet coming to the North, had 
probably injured the trade of the port for the time. 

On landing, the Consul proceeded to the Yam6n of the 
Taotai, where he asked for a house which he could make his 
official residence. Such a thing, the Taotai declared, was not 
to be had in the city, either for love or money. Possibly, a 
building might be found outside the walls, and enquiry should 
be made about one, but, at present, they were not, ixally, aware 
of any being vacant. The Taotai was so convinced of this, that 
the Consul was obliged to dismiss the subject, and said that he 

* Of the Madras Artillery, and bubbcqueiitly for mauy years M.P. for 
Kincardiueshire. 
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would look for a Loose for himself, and that, if ho failed, he 
should probablj pitch his own tent in one of the city temple 
courts, or perhaps quarter himself on one of the mandarins. 
The object of the Taotai was to make Shanghai another Canton, 
bj compelling tlie foreign ofllcials to find accommodation for 
themselves outside the citj, where thej would be under sor- 
veillance. 

Captain Balfour had scarcely left the Yam^n, when a re- 
spectably dressed Chinese accosted his party and offered them 
a house, which he was sure would snit them. He conducted them 
to an excellent residence, which they rented at once. The 
Consul and his friends were rather puzzled to account for the 
conduct of this obliging Chinese, but they soon discovered that 
he was merely the agent of an enterprising merchant in Hong- 
kong, who hoped to secure in this way the British ConsuFe 
influence, and thus obtain a monopoly of the trade. The offi- 
cials were in collusion with him, for they saw it would be 
impossible for them to exclude the Consulate from the city. 
Captain Balfour immediately and somewhat rudely awakened 
the Chinese from their dreams of monopoly ; he informed the 
landlord that he required privacy, and obliged him to turn a 
mob of people out of the house, many of whom had doubtless 
paid for the privilege of seeing the White Barbarians in their 
every day life. After some difliculty this was done, but the 
landlord refused to go. Ho established himself in a small room 
where ho carried on a sort of police office, from which every- 
thing that was done in the Consulate was reported to the native 
oflicials. He was soon compelled to follow his friends, and the 
crowd ho had admitted to see the doings of the foreigners. 

The first difficulties of the new-comers were for food and 
other supplies, but these were gradually overcome ; and their 
servants were after a time made to understand that it was not 
necessary for them to "hee haw," as they carried dishes from 
the table and trifles about the house ; and some filthy habits of 
thoirs were also rectified. Then land had to be acquired for the 
residences and godowns of merchants, who soon began to arrive. 
The Cousul'ti first duty was to have the limits of the Settlement 
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defined. He claimed as boandaries "lines of coantrj creek and 
river, which might, if necessarj, be rendered easilj defensible.*' 
These limits were the river on the East, the Yang-king-pang Greek 
on the Soath, the present Peking Road, the creek there being 
known as Lea-kee-chang, on the North, and what is now Fokien 
Road on the West. The latter remained the limit of the Settle- 
ment in that direction antil the Taipings came near, and the 
capture of Soochow, Ningpo and other important places flooded 
Shanghai with refugees. Then the Settlement went further 
West. Fokien Road, as the Stone or Barrier Road of the old 
times is now called, was intended to have the Defence Creek 
in the West side of it. There was a considerable ditch to the 
West of the propertj of the London Mission, and on the other 
side of this a road which led South to the city and Norlh to the 
Maloo, forming the line which is now a continuation of the 
Fokien Road as far as to Louza bridge. 

It had been originally proposed that the British Government 
shoald acquire all the ground within this site, but, instead of 
this, it was resolved to allow British subjects to purchase such 
lands as they required, from the Ghincse owners. As soon aa 
those proprietors became aware that their properties wore wanted 
by the British, they either refused to sell them, or raised the 
price enormously. Theoretically all land in Ghina belongs to 
the Emperor, and some difliculty was at first made by officials 
about the alienation of the Imperial rights. This was met by 
the Taotai issuing title deeds which were leases in perpetuity, 
and compounding for the Land Tax by a settled annual payment, 
at the rate of about twenty-eight shillings per English acre. 
On these terras, says Mr. Medhurst, land was then rented, that 
is virtually bought, from the native proprietors, at rates varying 
from 50,000 to 60,000 copper cash the mmv, the actual market 
value among the Chinese being from 15,000 to 35,000 cash, or 
fifteen to thirty-five dollars, the mow. The lands thus purchased 
are the finest sites in Shanghai, on the river bank or near it, 
and some of thom have since been sold at from 8,000 to 12,000 
taels a mow. Even higher prices have been given for land in 
the most fashionable part of the Chinese quarter. 
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At that time the site of the Settlement waa a morass, or 
marsh, with firm ground here and there, and intersected everj* 
where hj creeks and ditches. The irregular line of the Nanking 
Road is dae to its following the conrse of a large creek, which 
ran from the Yang-king-pang along the present Kiangse Road 
down Nanking Road to the river. So tenacions was the mad of 
the place that people who did not take care would leave their 
boots and shoes in it* A considerable time elapsed before the 
ground was put in order, drained, the creeks and ponds filled 
up, and the building yards by the river cleared away. Mean- 
while the British Consulate was within the city, and merchants 
lived in houses by the river side, close by Namtao. This sitna- 
tion was very convenient ; it was close to the quarter where the 
principal native merchants lived, and lighters could come to the 
river doors of the houses. Life in the city or at Namtao cannot 
have been pleasant, at all events in winter, if the following 
experience was a general one. Mr. Fortune says that in 1843 he 
lived there in a bank or Government shroff office; the bedrooms 
were miserably cold : " often in the mornings we would find 
ourselves drenched with rain ; and if snow fell, it was blown 
through the windows and formed * wreaths * on the floor.'* 
Sach a condition of affairs would startle modem dwellers in the 
comfortable houses in the Settlement, but old residents, who 
had lived in Namtao, used to affect to look back with regret on 
the days they had spent there. In 1845 one visitor said that 
some houses were bailding; and two years later another saw tho 
outlines of a European town in Shanghai. All or nearly all the 
residents must have come to live in the Settlement by 1849, for 
on the 6th of April of that year a meeting was held to consider 
the means by which a church could be erected. Before then 
^ public worship had been conducted in the British Consulate, in 
the city, generally by the Rev. W. H. Medhurst, d.d. This 
meeting resolved to build a church, which was not to cost more 
than six thousand dollars; the ground, which is the present 
Cathedral componnd, having been sold to the building committee 
of the Church, at a nominal price by Mr. T. C. Beale, then a 
partner in Messrs. Dent, Bcale & Co. On the completion 
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of the Charch fifty pews were to bo offered for sale at two 
Landred dollars cacb, and the buyer of each pew was to pay 
fifty dollars a year, to form a fand for the maintenance of a 
cler«^yDian. The pcw-holdcrs were to elect six vestrymen, to 
whom, and their saccessors, tlie Church was to be convoyed in 
trnst for ever " to be used for the worship of Almighty Ood 
according to the forms and discipline of the Church of England." 
The vestrymen were to procure the conveyance to themselves of 
the Church lot and the parsonage, and the clergyman was to be 
obtained thi*ongh the Church Missionary Society. The building 
of the Church was soon proceeded with. The foreign population 
of the Settlement was then something over a hundred, of whom 
seven were ladies, and twenty-five mercantilo firms were in 
business in the Settlement. 

Seveml ^lissionary societies had established themselves 
here by that time. Dr. Lockhart appears to have transferred 
the London Mission from Chusan to the Settlement before tho 
port wivs formally opened. He arrived on the 5th of November, 
1843, and Dr. Medhurst followed on the 23rd December, while 
further accessions came in the next year. Until 184G the 
Missionaries lived in the city, but in that year Dr. Medhurst 
purchased the present site of the London Mission for tho sum of 
one thousand and eighty dollars. A chapel, residences, a hospital, 
and a printing house were built there; the Mission continuing 
to use the chapel in the city. The Church Missionary Society 
and the Episcopal Church of the United States oi>ened in 1845 ; 
the Seventh Day Baptist and the Southern Baptist Convention 
of the United States, represented by tho Rev. Dr. Yates and 
his wife, in 18-i8. 

Foreign missionary bodies were not alone in endeavouring 
to do good in Shanghai, for in 184G a hospit^il for Chinese was 
Cbtablishcd, by funds contributed in Shanghai and at home. 

Other churches were soon built, for on the 21st November, 
1849, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Nankin, Do Besi, laid tho 
foundation stone of tho Cathedral at Tung-ka-doo, and though 
it will anticipate some events in connection with the church 
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hero, I tbink it as well to give here a short sketch of its progress 
and extension within, and near, the Settlement. Father Lemaitre, 
of the Sociotj of Jesns, arrived here from Europe while Captain 
Balfoar was Gonsnl, and Bishop De Besi employed him to 
negotiate with the mandarins for the restitution of a church 
and houses within the city, which the Catholic Church had 
formerly possessed. There was no French Consul as yet in 
Shanghai — the treaty with France having only recently been 
concluded in 1844, — but Captain Balfour and the Danish Consular 
Agent, Mr. Calder, gave the Father every assistance in their 
power. They accompanied him to the Taotai, and presented to 
that official a definite demand for the restitution of the properties 
in the city. The Taotai at first positively refused this; the 
church he said had been changed into a pagoda more than a 
hundred years before, and it could not therefore be restored. 
Negotiations went on for several months, until at last, the Taotai 
gave the Bishop as a compensation for the old church three lots 
of ground. One is at Tung-ka-doo, and second is outside the 
North gate, and the third within the city, and is called by the 
people Sa -pi-long. These have been very valuable compensation 
for the church that was turned into a pagoda, a century and a 
half before. 

Bishop De Bcsi then resolved to build a Cathedral for his 
diocese, and after some consideration chose Tung-ka-doo as the 
site for it, close to the pagoda of Ta-p£-ko. 

The plans of the Cathedral were made by Father Nicholas 
Massa, in the Ionic style, but it was completed under the 
superintendence of Father L. Helot, S.J. The building was to 
have been very high and to have many windows, but the original 
design could not be carried out from want of funds. The 
foundation stone was laid by Bishop De Besi, on the 21st 
November, 1847, just before he left for Europe, with great 
ceremony in the presence of an enormous crowd of Chinese. St. 
Xavier is the patron Saint of the Cathedral. 

On Palm Sunday, 1853 — falling that year on the 20th 
March — the Cathedral was blessed with great solemnity by 
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Bishop F. Xavier Maresca, successor to Bisbop Do Besi.* 
Besides the missionaries^ M. De Montignj, the French Consnl, 
Count Kleczkowski, the interpreter, and a nnmber of Europeans 
and Chinese, Christian and pagan, were present. It was feared 
that some disorder would take place, and therefore Captain de 
Plas, of the French man-of-war OassitU^ landed some men to 
preserve order. But everything passed off quietlj. There were 
very few Christians living near the Cathedral when it was 
building; but now — 1889 — there are 2,916 of them in the 
dbtrict. 

On the 20th July, 1848, the acting magistrate of Shanghai 
issued a proclamation informing the people that land at Sic-ka- 
wei had been sold to the Roman Catholic Bishop, on which it 
was intended to erect a church and other bnildinga And, as the 
Bishop was then collecting artisans and materials, the people 
were cautioned against interfering with the work or workmen. 
Sic-ka-wei derives its name from having been the family 
residence of Sui-kwang-ki who was converted to Christianity 
by Matthew Bicci ; assisted that Father in translating mathema- 
tical works into Chinese; was prime minister, or what is the 
nearest equivalent thereto in China, during the Ming dynasty; 
and is buried at Sic-ka-wei.f His grand-daughter Candida is 
one of the glories of the Roman Catholic Church in China. She 
con> erted her husband ; built thirty churches ; enabled the 
missionaries to build ninety more and forty-five oratories ; she 
founded four brotherhoods ; had above a hundred and thirty 
religions works translated, and maintained a large nnmber of 
children. 

The foundation stone of the Church at Sic-ka-wei, which 
is dedicated to St. Ignatius, was laid on the 23rd ^larch, 1851, 
and four months later Bishop Maresca, assisted by his coadjutor. 
Bishop Celestine Spelloi and two other Bishops, dedicated the 
building, on the feast day of the saint. Close to this church 

* Its length is siven in the Xorth-Chhia Herald of 19th March, 1853, 
as 210 feet, and its breadth 100 feet, and it is said that its cost was $30,000, 
less than it would have been in Europe. On the altar was a very fine 
csrving of Chri&t in th^ Tonh, th^ work «f one the Fathers at Sic-ka-wei 

t The houee of Siu in the local dialect. 
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there are three others; one is the boys' orphanage, another is 
the convent of the nnns, of the '* Helpers of Sonls in Pargatorj,** 
and the third belongs to the Carmelite nnns. 

In 1850 a small chapel was bailt near the North Gate of 
the city, for the native converts, of whom there were a good 
number living in the Settlement, and foreign Catholics. After 
a while, the number of Catholics increased, and this chapel 
became too small and otherwise insuflScient for the congregation 
which met in it. The foundations of the present Church of St. 
Joseph were laid in the latter part of 1859, and the building 
was completed and blessed at the feast of the Assumption in 
1862. The Church is the finest in the Mission in this part of 
the world. A good number of Protestants, both Foreigners and 
Chinese, subscribed to the fund for the erection of St. Joseph's. 

A Church was established in Hongkew some years ago^ 
chiefly for the accommodation of the Portuguese, who live 
in considerable numbers in that part of the Settlement At first 
a godown was fitted up for the public worship, but a year or so 
afterwards ground was purchased and the erection of a Church 
was commenced on the 12th June, 1874, which was dedicated 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and blessed, on its completion on 
the 23rd June, 1876. 

The Catholics have also a large Church in Pootung and 
another, with a monastery, at the Hills, about twenty miles 
away. 
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CHAPTER III. 

THE TSING-PU AFFAIR-EARLY MUNICIPAL WORK. 

In March 1848, Dr. Medliarst, Dr. Lockhart and Mr. Mairhead 
were attacked and ill-treated bj a mob of grain jankmen at 
Tsing.pn, some thirty miles from Shanghai. These gentlemen 
were distribating tracts when the jankmen endeavoared to 
take more than their fair allowance of the books. The mission- 
aries retreated from this mob, and continoed their work in 
another part of the town. Bat as thej were passing oat of its 
East Gate thej met another and very excited crowd of the same 
kind of men. One of the ringleaders carried a heavy iron 
chain, with which ho severely beat Dr. Lockhart as ho lay npon 
the ground, on which he had been thrown ; others had swords, 
poles, bars and other weapons. Dr. Lockhart was rescued by 
his two friends, and they all ran towards their boat, which was 
moored five miles away, bat they were overtaken when they had 
ran aboat a mile, and were severely beaten with hoes, and clnbs 
and hacked at with blunt swords, " until all power of resistance 
was subdued."* They were also robbed of their spectacles, 
watches and everything the mob could lay hands upon. 

This outrage was entirely the work of the Shantung grain- 
jank crews, who at that time annually visited this and ncigh- 
bounng provinces in great numbers and were rough and 
turbulent. It was reported that there were 20,000 to 40,000 of 
these men in Kiangsu when this attack on foreigners took place, 
and that from 12,000 to 15,000 of them were out of employment, 
because the government were going to send a large quantity of 
the tribute rice to Tientsin by the sea route. These unemployed 
junk crews had been committing piracy and robbery about 
Tsing-pu and the officials thereabouts had been feeding hundreds 

* Blue Book, Iiisultn in China. 
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of them in tbc hope of keeping them qniet. The iuhabitauis of 
Tsing-pa and the aathorities there behaved very well and showed 
great sympathy with the missionaries. 

Mr. Alcock heard of this outrage on the following morning, 
and at once despatched Mr. Harry S. Parkes to Tsing-pn. Tliere 
was then no British man-of-war in port, and conseqncntly tlie 
Consal did nothing for a few days. Bat when the brigs Chiltern 
of 16 and the Espivgle of 12 guns arrived, ho ofUcially informed 
British sabjects that as he coald get no redress for this afPair, 
by the snrrender of the worst offenders, he had given the Taotai 
forty-eight honrs in which to produce ten of the worst of the 
mob. And nntil that was done no Customs duties would be 
paid on British ships. On the same day ho made a personal 
and similar communication to the Taotai who said he had done 
everything in his power. Mr. Alcock having communicated 
his action to tho other Consuls, these gentlemen approved of it, 
and remonstrated with the Taotai, who made nse of their good 
services to obtain an extension of time from Mr. Alcock, in which 
to produce the Tsing-pu ringleaders. 

On the following day Mr. Alcock notified all British ship- 
masters then in port that they must be prepared to leave their 
aiichomge for the protection of national interests, and all British 
residents that they must be ready to meet all contingencias. 
There were then eleven hundred seagoing junks in Shanghai, 
laden with tribute rice, and the Taotai ordered their captains to 
drop down the river past the gun brigs by twos and threes, but 
a notification from tho British Consul followed, forbidding the 
owners of the junks, or their captains, from moving them from 
their anchorage off the city. Mr. Purkes carried this notification 
on Wird the jnnks. Mr. Alcock said in his despatch on tho subject 
that the bad faith of the Taotai had obliged him to take this 
step. Some junks did endeavour to get past the Chfliem and 
Efipioijle^ but a shot across their bows brought them to, while a 
midshipman was rowed to others that were dropping down 
stream and ordered them to stop, which they did. 

On the ItHh it was found that the Efipxegle had left the 
I>ort, and fxritcincnt rose to a hi^h point. It was not known 
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till some days afterwards that she was boand for Nanking with 
despatches for the Viceroy, under the charge of Yice-Consul 
Robertson with Mr. Parkes as interpreter. 

Mr. Alcock was then blockading the port of Shanghai with 
a 16-ton sailing gnn brig, and his Consalate was within the walls 
of a citj where there were probablj three or fonr thoasand 
Chinese soldiers, and, what woald have been a mnch more serious 
force to meet, the crews of the sea-going junks. There were 
also large numbers of turbulent Fukien men always living near 
Shanghai at that time, who would have poured in upon the little 
Settlement on the first signs of disorder. But doubtless the 
Taotai was much more afraid of the junkmen and the Fukieuese 
than the Englbh Consul was. 

The oflicials then produced two men who they said were 
leaders of the Tsing-pu mob, but they were not identified as 
having been leaders of it. 

The Espiegle took ten days to sail to Nanking where the 
Viceroy received the bearers of the despatches with -every 
courtesy. He at once replaced the Taotai of Shanghai by Wu— 
better known to foreigners as Sam-qua, formerly one of the 
hong merchants at Canton — and joined with him in the 
investigation of the affair, the acting judge of Kiangsn. The 
Viceroy censured the Shanghai Taotai for having ** erred and 
failed in the discharge of his duties.*' 

As soon as the despatch of the Espiegle to Nanking was 
known at Soochow, the provincial judge was despatched to 
Tsing-pu, with peremptory orders to seize the offending junk- 
men, and he soon appeared in Shanghai with ten of them. Two 
of these men were identified by the gentlemen who had been 
assaulted as having been among the worst of the mob, and the 
whole ten were sentenced to one month's cangue, ** prior to any 
proceedings that might be taken against them." But as the 
criminals were plentifully fed with dainties while on exhibition, 
it is not likely that any further proceedings were contemplated 
or taken against them, 

blatters being so satisfactorily arranged, l^Ir. Alcock 
withdrew his blockade and the Chinese Commissioners proceeded 
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to make ibemselres pleasant on board H.M.S. Chiltem and at 
the London Mission, both of which thej visited. But the jadge 
characteristicall J attempted to report the Taing-pn affair as ** a 
qaarrel between foreigners and grain junkmen,** a designation 
he was promptly obliged to alter. 

The sails of the immense fleet of jonks were spread as soon 
as it was known thej were free to go to sea, but in a few minntes 
thej were all aback. It turned out that the crews ref ased to 
sail, becanse they were not allowed to carry cargo on their own 
accoant and to land it free of daty at Tientsin, as former sea-going 
grain loaded jnnks had been allowed to do. The men had noi 
stipulated for this, but, taking it as a matter of course, they had 
chartered their vessels at low rates of freight in anticipation of 
the gains on their private duty free cargo; but the officials had 
at the last moment intimated that all Customs dues would bo 
exacted at Tientsin ; which meant cither the loss or the con- 
fiscation of the crews* ventures. On hearing of this second 
detention of the grain fleet, the Qovemor came with all speed 
from Soochow and arranged matters, when the junks proceeded 
on their voyages. 

Mr. Alcock was blamed by Mr. Bonham, who succeeded Sir 
John Davis as Superintendent of Trade just after the first 
advices of what was being done here reached Hongkong. Ha 
considered that a Consul went beyond his powers in acting as 
Mr. Alcock had done without reference to him« Mr. Bonham 
was a weak person, even for a Colonial Governor, and besides, 
his predecessor had just received a despatch from Earl Orey, 
then Secretary of State for the Colonies, peremptorily forbidding 
any offensive operations being taken against the Chinese without 
the previous sanction of Her Majesty's Government. The 
audacity of Mr. Alcock's action secured its success. As he said 
in one of his despatches, in the boldness and decision lay the 
safety of his measures. He had to deal with a Taotai who was 
incompetent, who trusted to the usual chicanery of his class 
and who was probably afraid to use vigorous measures against 
the junkmen at Tsing-po. 
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Mr. Bonham changed his mind about Mr. Alcock's policj 
when it was completely snccessfnl. He praised it to I^rd 
Palmcrston and that lastj statesman approved it. Mr. Alcock 
acknowledged, in a despatch to the Superintendent of Trade, 
that he had departed from his instrnctions as a Consnl, bat in 
so doing had acted np to their spirit. 

Mr. Alcock's colleagaes, the Consnls of France, the United 
States and Belginm heartily supported him, and, when every- 
thing was over, addressed a letter to him complimenting him on 
his brilliant success. And the majority of foreign residents, by 
letters and in public meeting, expressed the same feelings. 

Two hundred dollars were paid to the three missionaries, 
as compensation for the articles of which they had been robbed. 

Some restrictions were placed on British and American 
subjects going trips into the country in consequence of the 
Tsing-pn affair, but only for a time. 

M. de Montigny opened the French Consnlate in the course 
of 1848, and before long he had secured the so-called Concession 
for his countrymen. 

For in June 1849, Lnh, the military Intendant of Soochow, 
Sungkiang and Taitsing, issued a proclamation in which he 
constituted the French Concession of Shanghai. It stated that 
he had received a communication from M. do Montigny, the 
French Consul, informing him that Ki-ying, the Imperial Com- 
missioner and Governor- General of the two Knang, and Lngrene 
Imperial Commissioner {sic, in French copy of the treaty) had, 
after due deliberation, agreed that all Frenchmen coming to 
reside at the five open ports shonld be permitted to rent houses 
and factories, and also ground on which they could build 
houses, churches, hospitals, almshouses, colleges, and set apart 
cemeteries. This had been reported to the Emperor, who had 
been pleased to confirm those privileges by Edict. 

After receipt of this communication from the French 
Consul, the Intendant met M. de Montigny and agreed npon a 
site for a Concession or Settlement. It was to be between the 
city and the Yang-king-pang; bounded on the west by the 
T<»uiplo to the Cod of War and the Canton Assembly Rooms, 
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and from the Yaen-ho to the east of the Yang-king- pang. It 
was also stated that if this ground shonld be foand insafficient 
farther deliberations might be held to provide for such exigencies 
as might arise from time to time. 

Immediately on this Concession becoming known, Mr. 
Griswold, the United States Vice-Consal, who had oiTended the 
British Consuls and the Taotai bj hoisting his national flag within 
the British Settlement, protested against the French getting 
separate ground for a Concession, on the principle that the 
grant of exclusive rights and privileges was one of the verj 
worst features of Chinese policy. Nothing came of this protest^ 
which was referred to the respective plenipotentiaries. 

This was the beginning of the so-called French Concession 
in Shanghai ; but little use seems to have been made of it daring 
the next two or three years. 

The only noticeable event which occurred in 1850 was the 
falling in of the roof of the newly built Trinity Church, on the 
morning of the 24th of June. There bad been a storm of 
thunder, lightning and rain on the previous day, during which 
a water spout was said to have broken over the roof, just in the 
centre of the beam, the span of which was very wide, and so 
injured it that the deluge of rain caused the walls of the Church 
to bulge out and give way. The repairs, which cost more than 
the original building, were nndcrtaken at once, and the Church 
was re-opened for public worship on the 4th of ^lay, 1851. 

Trade was then increasing so much that a meeting of 
merchants was called this year to devise means to place a tug 
steamer on the river. The North-China Herald was established 
in 1850, the first number being issued on the 3rd August, under 
the Editorship of Mr. Henry Shearman. I note also that an 
attempt to open direct communications with the Emperor of 
China was made by the Hongkong Government in the Autumn. 

It became necessary to frame some sort of Municipal body 
very early in the existence of the Settlement, and it is stated, 
somewhat vaguely as to date, that soon after 1843 a Committee 
of Roads and Jetties was formed, and a tax levied, on Imports 
and Exports, to pay expenses. The Committee had only to deal 
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with the making of roads and jetties. It is said that Consnl 
Balfour insisted that the roads of the Settlement should he 25 
feet wide, and that that breadth was mentioned in the original 
leases. But the first Committee of the Roads and Jetties, or 
those who elected them, thought 25 feet much too wide. What 
do we want more than a road, thej asked, broad enough to ship 
a bale of silk bj ? Bat after a hard fight, a compromise of 22 
feet was agreed to. How manj hundreds of thousands of taela 
would a more liberal spirit have saved succeeding generations ? 
It is said that down to 1850 the annual revenue of the Committee 
of the Roads and Jetties did not exceed twelve hundred dollars, 
but this is I think under the mark, as in 1852 it amounted to 
nearly five thousand dollars.* Taxation was verj light in the 
early days of the Settlement, and it is probable that until ref ageea 
flocked in, after the capture of the city by the Triads, it was only 
a small levy on goods and exports, and that afterwards and dowa 
to nearly the Taiping times, it was one per cent, on houses and a 
quarter per cent, on land.f Whether this be true or not, there 
is no doubt that taxation was extremely light in the early days 
of the Settlement. The only expenditure incurred by the 
Committee of the Roads and Jetties was on these objects, and 
drainage, for which they borrowed $3,000 at ten per cent per 
annum. The drainage scheme of the Committee was a very modest 
affair. They proposed to make a main sewer of 2,891 feet, or 
263 cJiang^ which would cost $17 per chang or $4,471, and a 
branch sewer of 6,121 feet, or 556 chang^ at $7 per cliang or 
$3,891, the whole cost of the scheme being estimated at $8,363. { 
The report says that the debt of the Settlement for this, 
and previous drainage operations, and the purchase or building 
of jetties, would amount at the beginning of the year to $11,000, 
and a carefully prepared plan for the repayment of this sum was 
appended to the proposals of the Committee. From this it seems 



* $2,184.21 from an assessment of $1 per mow on land and $2,739.49 
from wharfage dues. In this year Gibb, Livingston & Co.*s jetty was 
purchased for $121.63. 

t Report Landreuters' Meeting, 1866. 

X The dollar was then the currency of the place, and its exchang* 
^-alue about that time was 4/9 to 5/1 or so. 
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ibat ibe annnal excess of tbe assessment for roads and jetties^ 
over tbe ezpenditnre, woald be $2,750, wbicb woald be applied 
to tbe redaction of tbe debt, so as to eztingnisb it by tbe 1st of 
January, 1858. It appears tbat in 1852, wbicb was a year of 
great prosperity, " wben* new baildings, of a private or com- 
mercial cbaracter, were springing np on every side ;"* tbat tbe 
revenne of tbe Committee of Roads and Jetties was taken at 
$5,000, and tbeir expenditure at $8,000, including a repayment 
of debt of $2,000. Tbe balance in band was $3,000. Tbese 
Municipal operations were undertaken at tbe end of nine years' 
trading bere, wben tbe commerce of tbe port bad reacbed 
$4,299,192 in imports, and $10,402,750 in exports. But to tbe 
imports tbe value of tbe opium and treasure bas to be added. 

There are no means of ascertaining tbe value of tbese 
articles, but as excbange was irregular and occasionally high 
daring this and the previous year — ranging from about 4/6 to 
b/l\ per dollar — wo may infer tbat they were insufficient to 
balance the trade of tbe port. Barter of various imports against 
tea and silk was much resorted to then and afterwards. The 
dollar referred to was the old Carolus or pillar dollar, and 
sycee silver was then, and for years subsequently, only an article 
of import or export, and formed no part of the currency. 

It may be accepted as evidence of tbe healthy and active 
slate of affairs this year, that it was necessary to postpone the 
aatumn races ; people were too busy, and would not enter 
ponies ; a condition of matters which bas not again occurred in 
Shanghai. But at tbat time mercantile establishments were on 
a small scale, and, wben a pressure of business came, principals 
and clerks had to work very hard. This was a great earthquake 
year in Shanghai. The first occurred at 10 p.m. on the 16th 
December, wben bells rang, lamps swung, clocks stopped, pictures 
were detached from walls, and some cornices came down. 
Residents fled from tbeir bouses for a few minutes, and tbe city 
was greatly alarmed. The shock lasted 45 seconds, passing from 
S.W. to N.B.,t but nothing serious happened. Two other, and 

t The earthquake of the 16th wa& felt at Ningpo. 
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sli^'hicr, shocks took pkico on the 27th and 20th of the same 
month.* 

Tho Settlement rcqaired additional drainage in 1852, and 
the Committco of Roads and Jetties which was elected in thai 
year prepared a scheme for the purpose. Bat at a special 
meeting of Landholders — as thej are called in the Herald — this 
scheme was shelved, hj an amendment which stated that Land- 
owners were not prepared to sanction anj expenditare in a 
scheme of drainage, which would not he carried oat hy competent 
persons. The Committee theronpon resigned; hat at another 
special meeting, held a week later, the amendment of the pro- 
yioQS meeting was ordered to he oxpanged from tho minutes, 
and the Committee were requested to withdraw their resignations, 
which they did. It appears that many of the most important 
Landowners were not present or represented at the first meeting, 
and that the Committee resigned in a pet, hecanso, as they said, 
the meeting " had affirmed their incompetency to conduct a 
system of drainage cither with or without professional 
assistance." 

The Bund lots wcro pretty well hnilt upon by 1850, but its 
appearance has been much changed in the meantime. The 
Bund itself was then only twenty-five feet broad ; it began about 
Russell & Co.'s property, beyond which, to the South was first a 
small native village, next to which and close to the Canton 
Road, was a large Chinese hong and godowns, after that a wood 
yard, where tho Club now stands. Between that and the Yang- 
king-pang was a space in which was a low wooden building, 
where ^Ir. Hiram Fogg carried on a ship-chandlery and general 
mercantile business. The end of these premises jutted over the 
river, and their front was supported on long piles, and steps, like 
a ship's gangway ladder reached down to the water, for the 
convenience of those who went and came in boats. On the 
southern end of the Bund the houso now occupied by Messrs. 
Brand was built in 1850 or before, further North was the Custom 
House, and beyond it Messrs. Dent's house and on tho corner of 

* I have been told that it wiUiKoon after thcso carthquukcii that the last 
dwellers at Namtao came iuto the Settlement. 
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what is now Poking Road tho 6rst E-wo hong was then standing. 
It was takca down in tho following year and the present bonse 
erected !a its place. There are therefore onlj two honses and 
tlio Onstom Honso now on the Band which were in existence 
tliirtj-nino years ago. [Bat tho Cnstom House of those days 
wanted tho two wings wiiich the bailding now has ; those were 
built aboat 1857. ^ The British Consnlate was bailding towards 
the close of 1851, when its foundation were just beginning to 
appear above the groand.* There was no bridge then, or for 
four or five years afterwards, over tho Soochow Creek, passengers 
being ferried across. But this woald not much matter, as there 
was only one bungalow in Hongkew,t and a small bailding 
which ^Ir. Dewsnap, who was making the Old Dock, put up for 
his own accommodation. There was a small and wretched 
village between tho creek and where the American Mission 
houses were afterwards built. Broadway was a narrow path, on 
which it was possible to walk when tho tide was not too high. 
There was for some years after 1850 a bamboo copse, wherein 
woodcock were to bo found in their season, jast on tho North side 
of the Hongkow creek. 

Two years later there was no French Concession between 
the city wall and tho Yang-king-pang, or " foreign boundary 
creek," as that space was all, from tho North Gate to tho river, 
a Chinese suburb. In this, and within the grounds of the present 
Consuhitc, ^I. do Montigny, tho French Consul, resided in 1852 
in a house somewhat like a modified Chinese house, but sur- 
rounded by a compound of some extent. At that time there was 
no Bund bridgo over the Yang-king-pang, but there was one 
near the lino of Szcchuen Road — thence once called Bridge 
Street — another was at Honan Road, and a third at Fokien Road. 
Tbc last-named was always known as Taylor's Bridgo, because 
an American missionary built a small church there, on the French 
side, whic^i is still standing, behind tho French Municipal 
Jinildings. -' 

* I'liilt by Mr. Hcthrington, an American gentleman, in 1846. He 
di<Ml in 1818, and U »aid to have 1>een the first foreijpi retiidcut who died in 
Shuiighai. 

t Addicb^ by the Kev. Dr. Nelson, Shanghai 1870. 
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The mails arrived at thai time in opium clippers, and 
probably other satlinp^ vessels, at irregular intervals, and the 
speed with which they were carried may be guesseu ^rom a 
statement in one of Sir Ratherford Alcock's despatches, in wuicli 
he congratulates himself on having received a reply from Hong- 
kong in the unusually short time of six weeks. 

For several years after that time, indeed, nntil the Elgin 
treaty allowed steamers with opium on board to bring it into 
port, the mails for mercantile firms were taken charge of by the 
captains of the receiving-ships at Woosnng, to whom they were 
addressed, and who sent them by pony express to Shanghai.^ 
Perhaps twenty ponies were sent off with letter bags for the 
firms in Shanghai who employed their captains to receive their 
mails. The boys who rode them took things easily till they 
ncared the bridge over the Soochow Creek, when that had 
been bailt, but when they got across it they came yelling 
and shouting at headlong speed along the Band, and other 
streets, throwing off their letter bags at the doors of the houses 
to which they were addressed. The arrival of the mail, the 
news that the flags were up on the receiving- ships at Woosung, 
famished the strongest excitement in the ordinary life of the first 
sixteen or seventeen years of foreign residence in Shanghai, 
And every mail at that time and almost until the introduc- 
tion of telegraphs, Messrs. Dent and Javdine, and occasionally 
other fir.ns, sent away their own steamers from Hongkong, 
which anticipated the arrival of the mail in Shanghai These 
steamers anchored in Yang-tsze bay, a messenger with their 
owners' mail and Hongkong letters was despatched overland and 
the firm had from one to two days in which to operate before 
the community received its despatches by the P. & O. steamers. 

Residents led, perforce, very quiet lives in these early days. 
In 1852 there were few wives of foreign merchants, and soma 
few years afterwards a ball at which thirty gentlemen and nine 
ladies were present were described in almost ecstastic terms. 
In those times ladies gave a half, a third and sometimes a 
quarter of a waltz to each partner. Marriage was as a rule 
discoaragcd by the ** hcuds of houses," and it was known to be 
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" common **' if not " statate " law* that no member of snch 
firms should marry daring his connection with it. In a com- 
ma nit j in which yoang bachelors formed the majority, there 
was a good deal of hamoar and independence of character dis- 
played, and none of that deference to the two " big honses,'* 
which characterised Hongkong, was shown in Shanghai. It was 
rather the other way. 

The Government of China was in sore straits in the year 
1852. The Taipings were threatening the great cities in the 
valley of the Yang-tsze, and were approaching the tea and silk 
districts whicb sapply Shanghai with its chief exports. Amoy 
I was captnred by the Triad Secret Society in May ; bands of 

robbers were at the same time ravaging the northern parts of 
Kaang-tnng ; and the city of Canton was environed by large 
bodies of insurgents in Angnst. Yeh-ming-chen, the Viceroy 
who was afterwards taken to Calcutta, first shewed his blood- 
thirstiness in Canton then, and so great was his alarm, and poor 
his means of defence, that he applied for help to the British 
authorities in Hongkong. Tho condition of the Empire, every* 
^ whore, was so bad that the fall of the Manchu dynasty was 

anticipated by foreigners generally. 

* Dr. Nelson's address. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE TRIADS IN THE CITY. 

f 
Eablt in 1853 a rnmoar spread in the city that Hankow had 

been taken by the Taipings, and althongh Hankow is far from 

Shanghai, a panic ensaed. In March bnsiness was sospended, 

Nanking was then besieged by the rebels, who were also reported 

to have a large fleet near Woosnng. When Nanking and 

Chinkiang fell, the native tea and silk men fled from Shanghai, 

taking goods or anything they coald get in payment of the sam 

which foreigpiers owed them. The native bankers at the same 

time refnsed to give the ordinary facilities to their customers, 

and therefore duties could not be paid or ships cleared.) 

Mr. Alcock then took on himself the collection of the 
Customs' duties, and to receive in place of the money due for 
them various securities. The arrangement had only lasted one 
month, when it was terminated by its author. 

Matters were so bad in the province of Kiangsu that the 
Governor twice entreated the foreign Consuls that their men- 
of-war in Shanghai should be sent to Nanking to help him. 
Nevertheless the fortifications of Shanghai were almost totally 
neglected. 

Sir George Bonham, Her ^lajcsty's Plenipotentiary to 
China, arrived in Shanghai at the end of March, and was followed 
a few days later by Colonel Marshall, United States Commis- 
sioner, in the frigate SusqtiehaMia. This ship was of 2,500 tons, 
and the largest steamer that had entered the port up to then. 
Both these genMemen went to Nanking in pursuit of information 
about the rebels. 

Matters appeared so threatening in the province, and the 
anthorities in the city so incapable, that Sir George Bonham 
authorised the formation of a Volunteer Corps for the defence of. 
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the Settlement. The Americans appointed a committee, oon* 
sistiog of Messrs. E. Cunningham, W. 8. Wetmore, and H. £L 
Warden, who were to consider matters. Bat a sufficient namber 
of Volunteers not coming forward, a " Committee of Co-opera- 
tion '* was formed, consisting of British and Americans. A 
meeting of all the Consuls and residents of eyorj nationalitj 
was afterwards held at the British Consulate, at which it was 
stated that temporary measures of defence had already been 
taken in the shape of earthworks. ) One speaker suggested that 
the Settlement should be surrounded bj a " ring fence," from 
Taylor's Bridge, at the end of Fokien Road, on the Yang-king- 
pang to near Louza village on the Soochow Creek. The 
Volanteers forthwith began drilling morning and evening under 
the command of Captain Tronson, of the 2nd Bengal Fusiliers. 

The peace of the Settlement remained undisturbed for pome 
months, but the city and its neighbourhood were infested by 
bands of thieves, Taotai Wu, or Sam-qna, who had purchased his 
rank, doing nothing. And on Easter Day during this period 
the American Church of Our Saviour in Hongkew was opened 
for public worship. 

Apparently to the surprise of foreigners, as well as official 
and other Chinese, the city of Shanghai was on the 7th 
September, 1853, captured, or quietly taken possession of, by the 
Triad Society, aided by Canton, Fokien, Ningpo and other 
disaffected and disorderly people. Sam-qua, Taotai, remained 
unmolested in his house for some days, protected by his fellow 
provincialists, the Cantonese, but Mr. Caldecott Smith and Dr. 
Hall visited him and persuaded him to leave the city. But when 
tliey proposed that he should be lowered from tlie walls in a 
basket, he would not, until one of them had preceded him in thai 
way. 

Wu, or Sam-qua, took refuge in Messrs. Russell & Co.*8 
house, then the American Consulate, which greatly exasperated 
the Fakionese against all foreigners, and ho remained there for 
several weeks. The Chi-bien and a few soldiers were killed by the 
insurgents, and the Custom House on the Bund was plundered 
and demolished. The day after they took possession of the 
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ciij the insargenta fongbt fiercely among themselves abont the 
division of their booty, and fights were afterwards of constant 
occarrence, all the time they were in the city. Paoshan and 
Kahding were captared by bands of the same insurgents, soon 
after Shanghai was taken by them. As soon as they were in 
possession of the city, the insurgents opened commnnications 
with the rebels in Nanking, desiring to join forces, bnt the 
Taipings would have nothing to do with them ; on theological 
grounds and because of the use of opium, it was said.' 

Captain Fisliboume, of the Hermes^ took prompt measures 
for the defence of the Settlement, and thus prevented any attack 
on it by the insurgents. 

Mr. Alcock, and the United States Vice-Consul,* now 
notified their merchants that duties must be paid to them, or 
promissory notes for them and securities given, or they would 
not clear British or American ships. But the majority of 
merchants wore of opinion that as the Chinese Government 
could not fulfil its part of the treaty obligations, and could not give 
the slightest protection to anyone in Shanghai, they were not 
bound to pay duties to it. Mr. Alcock replied to this, that the 
capture of a seaport on the coast of a vast empire could in no 
sense abrogate a solemn treaty entered upon between the sover- 
eigns of Great Britain and China. "It therefore remained to 
him to see that the rights of the Chinese Government did not 
suffer." The United States Vice-Consul took bis stand on 
Article II. of the treaty with his country : — •* That citizens must 
pay duties according to tariff." Sir George Bonham and Colonel 
Marshall supported the opinions of their Consuls. ^ 

But the Consuls of other nations informed Messrs. Alcock 
and Cunningham that they had no information of a Custom 
House being in existence in Shanghai, and would not recognise 
the expedient of paying duties to foreign officials. The French 
Consul intimated that he would clear ships of his nationality 
without calling on them to pay duties, and the Consuls of other 
nations, who were all merchants, took the same line.^ 

* Mr. E. Cunningham was an American merchant in Shanghai, and 
wai acting as Consul, against his own interest. 
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iThe Taotai mado two attempts to take away the reproach 
of their being no Castom House at the port. Iq the first, he 
sent a mandarin to establish himself among the rains of the old 
Castom Honse, bat this officer was driven awaj by the guard 
from H.M.S. Spartan^ which was stationed there. In the second, 
he intimated that da ties would be received on board a junk 
moored in the river, and Mr. Canningham told his coantrymen 
to pay their duties on board that jank ; but they replied thai 
they could not find her^ 

lln January 1854 the United States Vice-Consul notified 
that he would allow ships of his nationality to sail without 
requiring payment of their duties, so long as ships of other 
nations were allowed to do so. But Mr. Alcock was made of 
more obstinate stuff, and held out until the Taotai, being pressed 
for money, allowed a Bremen ship to clear on payment of only 
part of duties. Then Mr. Alcock permitted the John Wood to 
sail, without requiring her duties. But previous to this the 
Taotai established a Custom House on the north side of the 
Soochow Creek. The merchants were, however, too much for 
him, and the Consuls ; all the American and some of the British 
firms sent their tea and silk to Woosung to be shipped there. 
That was illegal, but nevertheless two American vessels carried 
away full cargoes of tea on which no duties had been paid.1^ 

Sir John Bowring, who succeeded Sir George Bonham in 
1854, upheld Mr. Alcock, but Lord Clarendon, Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affairs, instructed him to return all the promissory 
notes and secarities for duties which British merchants had 
given. Sir John did not do this; he directed Mr. Alcock to 
return only the notes which had been given between the 7th 
September, 1853, when the city was taken by the insurgents, 
and the 9th February, 1854, when a Custom House was tempo- 
rarily established on the north side of the Soochow Creek. The 
promissory notes given after the last date were retained until 
February 1855, and the notes of American merchants were 
returned to them during that year, when Mr. Marphy had 
become Consul, j 

* Messrs. G. C, Schwabe k Co.*8 Circular, 13tb March, 1854. 
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'E^erjthiDg connected with this dispate exhibited a cariona 
state of affairs. Mr. Alcock and the United States Vice-Consal 
attempting to coerce tbeir countrymen, other Consals fighting 
for their own hands, and Sam-qaa, Taotai, taking anything ho 
could get in the way of duties, and Sir John Bowring disregarded 
the positive orders of Lord Clarendoni 

The position of the Chinese officials at Shanghai led the 
Consuls of Great Britain, France and the United States to 
propose that the Custom House of Shanghai should be placed 
under foreign management, and this was done in July 1854. 
An Inspector was chosen by each of the Treaty Powers ; Mr. 
Thomas Francis Wade, resigning the Vice-Consulship at Shang- 
hai, to represent Great Britain ; M. Arthur Smith, of the French 
service, France; and Mr. Lewis Carr, of tho United States 
Consular service, represented his countrymen. Mr. Wade only 
hold his post for about a year, when his place was taken by Mr. 
H. N. Lay, of the British Consular Service. This was tlio 
beginning of the Imperial Foreign Customs Department, for the 
plan worked so well in Shanghai that it was soon extended to 
the other open ports.) 

To return to affairs in tho city and neighbourhood. The 
Triads, and their allies, some of whom called themselves The 
Small Sword Society, and who appear to have been all nick* 
pamed Hed Caps by the Imperialists, held Shanghai for seventeen 
months. Their chief leader was Lew, a Cantonese who had been 
a sugar broker, and who had established the Triad Society in 
Shanghai a few years before. He was an emaciated opium 
smoker, but was reported to bo a man of capacity and resolution 
but the most active spirit among the insurgents, if not their 
actual leader, was Chin A-lin, who had been horse-boy to Mr. 
Skinner, a partner in the firm of Messrs. Gibb, Livingston j? 
Co. Another leader had beep a green -tea broker in Shanghai. 
Their principles, or, if they had none of these and they certainly 
shewed none, the bond of union among them, was hatred of the 
Manchu dynasty. ^ So far they agreed with the Taipings, but 
the captors of Shanghai had apparently no desire to interfere 
with the prevailing forms of religion, which the Taipings wero 
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Bworn to overthrow. The movement against the Manchos seenu 
at first to have been regarded by foreigners in Shanghai as a 
patriotic outbreak among the .Chinese. 

As soon as Shanghai was in possession of the insnrgeniti 
all the inhabitants fled, who could do so. Lew visited the 
Settlement in stato next daj, and called on the Consuls, bat was 
not officially received by them. A fleet of the Imperial jnnka 
came down from Sungkiang on the lOtb and bombarded the 
eastern part of the city, bnt without doing much harm to the 
insurgents. The crews were landed and set fire to the eastern 
saburb, burning twelve hundred houses and carrying off an 
immense deal of plunder. The Soochow Creek was crowded 
with these junks for a mile or more; the Imperial camp was 
on the old race course, within the Defence Creek, and the 
lawlessness of the rabble which was congregated there soon 
brought about trouble with the foreign residents. For instance^ 
a large number of them stole into the Settlement ai dusk one 
evening, in single file, and attempted to carry off some gnna' 
which coolies were taking from Messrs. Oilman, Bowman & Co.'s, 
in Kinkiang Road. A few Volunteers prevented this and saved 
the guns, while the half dozen marines and sailors, who formed 
a guard at the Church, drove the main body of the invaders 
out of the Settlement.' Sam-qua, ex Taotai, applied soon after 
to Mr. Alcock for the names of all Chinese in his employment^ 
and that of British residents, that he might know the traitorous 
among them — a request that was contemptuously refused. He 
stated at the same time that the city was to be attacked 
immediately. Accordingly, on the 6th December a steamer 
which he had purchased, and a large fleet of war junks, full of 
soldiers, made a great demonstration against a mud fort, which 
the insurgents had erected above the city. Many guns were 
fired, flags waved, stink-pots thrown, and gongs beaten, but 
all this did but little damage to the insurgents. The ImperialistSi 
however, succeeded in burning the south-eastern suburb* 

Bnt though the insurgents had on this occasion proved 
themselves better fighting men than the Imperialists, they wore 
soon to encounter a much more powerful opponent. 
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Some Fokienese insargents arrested, two catecbists near 
the Soath-eost Gate, and it was said sabjected them to soma 
tortare, besides detaining them. The Catholic Bishop sent a 
priest to demand their surrender, bat this was ref ased, whereapoa 
the insargents said they were threatened with an attack of a 
French fleet. M. Edan, then French Consul, thereupon 
intimated to his colleagues that he had demanded reparation 
from the insargents for the seizare of tlie catechists, and that 
he might be obliged to take hostile measures. The excitement 
which this caused in the Settlement was allajod when it became 
known that the Fx*onch demands had been complied with, at 
the instance, it was said, of some Englishmen who visited the 
insurgent chief in the citj. In order to satisfy the honour of 
France, M. Edan recjuired that the chief of the Fokien insurgents 
should come to the French ConsulatOi and be punished with 
fifty blows at the foot of the flag-staff. 

On an early day the Fokien leader, accompanied by a dozen 
of his ofllcers, and guarded by French soldiers, to prevent their 
being captured by the Imperialists, appeared at the Consulate. 
The Consul received them at the foot of the flag staff. Admiral 
Laguerre being present, where the Fokienese leader expressed 
his readiness to be punished. The flogging was remitted, and 
the insurgent struck his head nine times on the ground, while 
the Consul told him that any insult to the French nation would 
be immediately resented. 

About this time Sir John Bowring and Admiral Stirling, the 
French authorities and the Imperialists tried to got the insur- 
gents to give up the city and offered them an asylum elsewhere. 
But these negotiations, which were separately carried on, came 
to nothing.. 

The Imperialists put their chief trust in mining the city 
walls, the insurgents were more dashing. But it was suspected 
at the time that the fights between the two hosts which took 
place in the open country were pre-arranged affairs, for the 
Imperialists would tell friendly foreigners when they were 
coming off and whether it would be worth while to go and see 
them. The Imperialists mined under the city moat on one 
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occasion and blew down a large part of tho wall, onlj to find that 
an inner wall had been consimcted, which barred their waj* 
When one breach was made in the wall a writer, who witnessed 
the scene,* said that bj the explosion of these a wall of fire 
occupied the place of the demolished wall of brick and earth. 
Fire arms were dispensed with ; both sides fonght with the 
weapons which pirates nsed, that wonnd and kill bj burning. 
Tho Imperialists suffered greatly, as thej were crowded together, 
and were at last driven away into a fort which the insurgents 
took, hold for a little, and then evacuated. Upon this the 
Imperialists gallantly charged the dismantled place and captured 
it. On another occasion the Imperialists mined under the moat 
to the city wall, a great part of which was blown down by the 
explosion of their mine. But as the insurgents had been aware 
of what was going on, they had constructed an inner wall which 
confronted tho attacking force, as it rushed into the breaoh« 
Another day the Imperialists placed sufficient gunpowder in a 
mine to blow up the whole city, but the insurgents came out, 
drove them away, and carried off the powder of which they were 
much in want at the time. 

The Imperialists suffered punishment for their repeated 
attacks on foreigners and outrages in the Settlement, when, on 
the 4th of April, 1854, the Shanghai Volunteers, accompanied 
by men from H.^I.S. Encounter and Grecian^ and the U.S. 
sloop-of-war Plymouth, marched out and attacked their camp 
on the old race course. The whole force amounted to about 
300 men, and a field piece from the Encounter, while the Taotai 
had stated that there were 10,000 soldiers in the camps. The 
Captains of the ships-of-war led their men, and the Volunteers 
were commanded by T. F. Wade, then H.M.'s Vice-Consul in 
Shanghai. The British and American Consuls accompanied 
their columns. The American seamen took the left part of the 
ground and were first exposed to a fire from the camps, which 
in rotaru were shelled by the Encounter^t field piece. The main 
body of the British, meanwhile, moved forward to attack tho 
camps, b ut were obliged to made a detour, and while they were 

• Dr. Yatc», in the XorlhChina litraid. 
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doing thb the shelling began to drive the Imperialista ooi of 
their quarters. A large number of them, however, gathered 
behind the most northerly camp, and these, as the attacking 
force came into view, discharged a cannon at them, which killed 
a sailor of the Encounter and wounded several others. As the 
Volanteers and sailors roshed forward, the Imperialists fired a 
volley of musketry at them, but they crossed the ditch and 
captured the camp. The Americans were unable to cross the 
creek, from want of ladders, and, when the camps were in the 
hands of the British forces, they fell back to defend the river, 
when the Imperialists where assembling in great numbers. The 
march back to the Settlement, after firing the camps, was 
accomplished without loss, as the fire from the field piece 
checked the Imperialists. 

\^his affair, known to history as the battle of Muddy Flat, 
occupied only two hours in all ; it was successful in the object 
which Mr. Alcock had in view ; but was unfortunately attended 
with some casualties to the foreign forces. | The Volunteers had 
three men wounded, two of whom died a few days afterwards 
and the other lost a leg ; the Encounter and Grecian had each 
five men wounded and the Americans one killed and four 
wounded, most of them seriously. ^The foreign community of 
Shanghai thanked Captains O'Callaghan of the Encounter^ 
Keano of the Grecian^ and Captain Kelly of the Plymmith^ for 
the prompt and decisive measures which they took for the 
defence of the Settlement, and the British community presented 
a service of plate to Captain O'Callaghan. ^ 

The British Government approved of Mr. Alcock's action, 
but it has been impugned, on the one hand by those who saw 
in it only his " unreasonable haste and imperiousness,*'* and on 
the other hand by a few who had debilitated their judgment by 
long admiration of everything Chinese. Such action as Mr. 
Alcock took was absolutely necessary if the Settlement was to 
be preserved, not only from outrage, but very possibly from 



* Autobiography of Mr. R. B. Forbes, formerly a partner in Messn. 
Russell & Co., who forgets that the U.S. Consul concurred with Mr. 
Alcock. 
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destruction. The mandarins had no authority OFor the rabble 
which filled the camps, and which was composed of the worst 
specimens of cruel, vicious, cowardly and utterly lawless men« 

By the end of autumn the state of the city had become 
very gloomy ; nine-tenths of the inhabitants had fled, and the 
policy of taking the place and handing it over to the Imperialista 
was discussed. If this was done the insurgents were to be 
deported to Formosa. The insurgent chiefs were said to be 
quite willing to surrender the city to the Treaty Powers. 

(But the French now interfered. A few months after the 
occupation of the city by the insurgents, the Imperialista 
erected a wall between the city and the French Concession. 
This was done to prevent the insurgents coming on the Con« 
cession to sell their plunder and purchase supplies. A sort of 
market had been established on both sides of the Yang-king« 
pang, where a lively bnsincss was carried on by the insurgents, 
and of this the Imperialists bitterly complained. The building 
of that wall was approved by the Consuls of Great Britain and 
the United States; indeed, the Minister of the latter Power 
extended it on the north side of the Yang-king-pang, but the 
British authorities would have nothing to do with continuing ii 
further, whereupon the Imperialists did 80.\ 

The French Admiral Laguerre had evidently been watching 
bis opportunity to interfere with arms on the side of the 
Imperialists. I think also that Mr. Alcock was willing thai 
this should bo done, as the insurgents were now utterly 
demoralised. The French Admiral found his opportnnity when 
the insurgents erected a mud fort or battery between the city 
and the wall which I have mentioned, somewhere near what is 
now the Rue Touranne. He immediately ordered its removal, 
threatening, if this were not done by its buildersi to do ii 
himself. The insurgents treated these orders with contempt, and 
the Admiral sent a party of sailors to destroy the fort. A colli* 
sion ensued ; shoU were exchanged ; some rebels were killed and 
one Frenchman mortally wounded. Admiral Laguerre at once 
declared the city in a state of siege, and on the 9th December, 
H.LF.M.'s ship Colbert f of 6 guns, opened fire on it. The 
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bombardment continned for two hours ; the insurgents did not 
retam the fire. On the following day the frigate La Jeanne 
D'Arc, of 44 gnns, anchored near the Oolhertf bat the bombard- 
ment was not renewed. The next step taken was the despatch 
of a vapoaring letter from the French Consul to ^ir. Alcock in 
which complaint was made that insurgents went to and from 
the British Concession and the city. | Mr. Alcock immediately 
called a meeting of British Land-renters and impressed the duty 
of absolute neutrality on them. Bat when he proposed thai 
the Land-renters should erect a wall round the whole Settlement, 
they unanimously rosolved that such measures should be under- 
taken by the representatives of the Treaty Powers. \ At this 
meeting a letter was read from Sir James Stirling, the British 
naval commander-in-chief on the station, in which he informed 
the community that the time was limited in which he would 
allow a gaard from Her Majesty's ships to protect the Settlement, 
which he thought shoald be done by the Chinese ! Thus the 
meeting had the British civil authority recommending it to 
baild a wall ko keep out the Chinese mandarins and their men, 
and the naval commander-in-chief saying that to these same 
Chinese the protection of the Settlement should be entrusted. 
Sir James Stirling's letter gave great dissatisfaction to the 
British community, and in replying to a remonstrance which 
was addressed to him, he endeavoured to explain it away. 

It would appear that the efforts of the British and American 
Consuls restrained the French Admiral from further operations 
against the insurgents, antil the 6th of January. About half-past 
six on the morning of that day a cannonade was commenced from 
a battery in front of the French Consulate, and within an hour 
a practicable breach was made in the city walls. Two hundred 
and fifty French sailors and marines were landed and ascended 
the breach, ''supported" by fifteen hundred Imperialists, and 
covered by the fire of the two men-of-war in the river. A 
desperate straggle took place in the breach ; the French behaved 
with great bravery and coolness, and the Imperialists with their 
usual cowardice. Finally, the Imperialists were driven back 
and the French, finding themselves unsupported, were compelled 
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to retire within their lines, with a loss of fortj-fiye officers and 
men killed and woanded.* The insurgents then came oat of 
the city and drove away the Imperialists. Mr. Alcock seems to 
have approved the action of the French as he followed the 
storming party into the breach. 

lOn the night of the 17th, or the morning of the 18th 
February, 1855, the insurgents stole away from the city, which 
they had previously fired. Their flight was in the direction of 
Sic-ka-wei, and they were pursued as soon as the Imperialists 
heard of their escape. Those who were taken were of coarse 
beheaded, and the Imperialists occupied Shanghai on the 18th« 
They at once began to butcher all the people they found in the 
city, and even opened coffins and beheaded the dead. Immense 
mounds of heads and headless bodies were everywhere about the 
city and suburbs, and the unfortunate people who were found 
alive were ruthlessly pillaged. One unlucky wealthy man had 
been compelled to pay three hundred thousand taels to the 
insurgents, and the Imperialists now made him pay two hundred 
thousand more for having complied with these demands. 

Many of the insurgents were sheltered in the British Settle- 
ment until means wore found to send them away to other places, 
but three hundred of them, who had surrendered to Admiral 
Laguorre, were given up by him to the Imperialists.t Many 
captives were beheaded in the belief that they were Lew and 
Chin-a-lin, but both escaped, and the ex horse-boy was afterwards 
a prosperous merchant in Siam. 

* The killed were at first hurled at Tung-ka-doo, then in the French 
cemetery, and were transferred in 1888 to the cemetery on the English side. 
t Scarth*8 Tictlvt Years in China, 
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CHAPTER V. 

THE TAIPING TIMES AND AFTER DISASTERS. 

During the occupation of tho city hj the Triads, some ten to 
twenty thoosand Chinese, mostly had characters, had come to 
live in the Settlement. This made the first change in the quiet- 
going place. Chinese, except those who wore original owners 
of land, were not allowed to hold real property or houses within 
the limits, or indeed to reside within them except as employes 
of foreigners. But those who had come within tho Settlement 
were allowed to remain, and their numbers do not seem to have 
decreased down to the time when the presence of the Taipings 
near at hand greatly augmented them. 

jThe growth of the Settlement necessitated an extension of 
the Municipal institutions, which had hitherto been represented 
by the Committee of Roads and Jetties, and for a temporary 
purpose, the Committee of Co-operation, both consisting of 
three members. Therefore, at a meeting of Landrenters held 
on the 2'2nd July, 1854, a Committee of seven members was 
chosen, which was shortly afterwards named tho Municipal 
Council. 

^y\.ITaiis were quiet in Shanghai during the next few years, 
but the commercial disasters of 18t57 checked iU prosperity for 
a time, and the war with China affected business for a few 
months.| Lord Elgin, Her Majesty's Special Envoy to China, 
arrived in Slianghai on the 2Gth March, 1858, and received an 
address from British merchants on the 2dth, and left in the 
Furious for the Peiho on the 10th April. Succeeding in his 
mission to the north, he returned to Shanghai and left for Japan 
on the 31st July, and after concluding a Treaty with the Tycoon 
\ he revisited Shanghai and spent some weeks, arranging the 
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tariff of the new Treaty with China. Mr. Lawrence Oliphani* 
givea Bome pleasant vignettes of Shanghai in those old qniei 
daysi while abasing its maladorons fields, hot. son by day and 
chilly nights in nn wholesome September. He describes people 
** riding or gyrating daily on the race conrse, as thongh they 
were being lonnged. Those who prefer gossip to exercise 
freqaent the Band, a broad qnay which extends the whole length 
of the Settlement, and which is crowded with Chinese porters 
all the morning, and sprinkled with European ladies and 
gentlemen in the afternoon. The harmony and hospitality of 
Shanghai make it infinitely the most agreeable place of residence 
in China to the mission.'* 

JThere was a slight outbreak among the coolies on the 2nd 
September, 1859. These disturbances were caused by rumours 
that foreigners wore kidnapping Chinese and sending them on 
board a Fi*ench ship, which was lying at Woosung, taking ia 
coolies for the West Indies. Some of the Chinese on board this 
ship had risen, and some were shot while attempting to escape. 
A large mob of excited, coolies set upon a man, whom they 
supposed to be a kidnapper, and nearly beat him to death with 
bamboos ; and on tbe Reverend Mr. Hobson and Mr. H. N. Lay 
interfering, the latter was stabbed and his companion obliged to 
seek refuge in a carpenter's shop, till the police came. The 
opening of Japan to foreign trade, in this year, gave a consider- 
able impulse to the commerce of Shanghai, as for some few years 
supplies of goods for that kingdom were chiefly obtained from 
Shanghai. \ 

But the approach of the Taipings in 1860, their capture ol 
important cities and towns in this province and Chokiang, made 
Shanghai a place of refuge for thousands of terrified Chinese. 
The rich city of Soochow was taken, after scarcely any resistance, 
on the |29th June of that year, and refugees poured into 
Shanghai, the Creek being crowded with craft of all descriptions, 
among which were many large and handsome family boats full 
of men, women and children with their servants, and snch things 
as they had been able to carry away from their houses.) 

* In hU narrative of Lord El|^'s Mission* 
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PreparaHoQS for the defence of the Settlement were com- 
menced soon after Soochow had been captured. A Volanteer 
force was enrolled — the old corps which had done so well some 
years before had been disbanded; — barricades were erected at all 
the streets which crossed Honan Road, and the Volontoors kept 
g^ard at them daj and night, while the Taipings were near. 
There was not onlj danger to the Settlement from the rebels 
without, bat there was danger from within, as the place swarmed 
with bad and desperate characters, both foreign and native. 

Jalj passed without anj rebels being seen near Shanghai, 
but on the 18th of August many fires were blazing to the 
westward. The Kestrel, H.M. gunboat, and the French steamer 
HongJcong were sent with communications for the rebels at 
Sungkiang, but before thej got to Ming-hong, twenty miles up 
the ri^e", the Taipings had occupied the buildings of the Jesuits 
at Sic-ka-wei, which they made their head-quarters. From 
thence they advanced on the city, and endeavoured to enter the 
West Gate. They received a warm reception from the English 
and Indian soldiers who were posted there, and at the South 
Gate. Until evening the Taipings swarmed about the country 
near the city, hiding behind graves, beds of rushes, and topes 
of trees. That night all the houses outside the walls, which 
would have given shelter to the rebels, were burned down. 

Next morning a bombastic proclamation from the Taipings 
was found posted in the city, calling on the people to join them. 
They had worked their way round almost to the French quarter. 
The French then fired the houses and warehouses between their 
Concessicu and the city walls, burning an immense quantity of 
valuable property in the most wanton and useless manner. This 
conflagration burned for several days and until after the Tai* 
pings had retired from the neighbourhood of Shanghai. While 
the rebels were near the city a heavy fire was kept up on them 
from the walls, and . soldiers and marines fired on them from 
several out-looks which had been erected thereabouts, and 
towards the Settlement. 

On Monday the rebels advanced in great force along the 
paths which ran parallel with the city walls ; each soldier 
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carrying a flag. They continaed their march to the Englinh 
Settlement, and actually placed some flags within two handred 
yards of the old race coarse. Bat a few shots and shells made 
them retreat. Daring the previoas night the despatch-hoai 
Pioiieer had gone ap the river to abore the city, from whence 
she threw 13 -inch shell among bauds of the rebels who were 
between Sic-ka-wei and Shanghai. And aboat one o'clock H.M. 
ganboat Nimrod begun to fire shells from off the Band, at 
parties of them which were advancing towards the Settlement 
in a line with the present Bubbling Well Road. She continued 
this for two hours, when these rcl>els retired, but the Pioneer 
fired until evening, when the rebels returned to Sic-ka-wei. 

That was the last time the Taipings troubled Shanghai 
during that year; on Tuesday tliey kept quiet, and on the 
following dny Mr. Forrest, then interpreter to the Consulate, 
rode to their camp, accompanied by an orderly named Phillips. 
Mr. Forrest was the bearer of a letter to the rebel chiefs, in 
which they were told that the city of Shanghai was nnder the 
protection of the British and French, and that they could not 
be permitted to enter it. He was civilly received a short 
distance from the Taiping head-quarters, and invited to visit 
the leaders; but ho declined to do this, and leaving his despatches 
with the officers at this out-post, rode back to the Settlement. 
This was a plucky ride, considering the treatment the rebels had 
received from foreigners during the previous few days. 

On the next day Mr. Forrest, accompanied by his officers, 
returned for the answer to the letter. Tliey found only a few 
ill-clad soldiers at the rebel camp; and later in the afternoon 
some gentlemen riding that way discovered that the rebel host 
was represented by a few straw stuffed figures. The Taipings 
had retreated into a safer districts, but their reply to the letter 
which Mr. Forrest had caused to them was received by the 
foreign authorities shortly afterwards. It was in their usual 
high flown style, and it asserted that they had been invited to 
come to ShangliJii by foreigners, who assured them fhey would 
be welcomed. This may have been the case, as there were many 
hot-headed, unwise, but honest t»npj)orters of the Taiping cause 
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in the Settloment besides a large nnmber of atterly anscmpalons 
meiL who were interested in the illicit trade in arms. 

{There was some anxiety, bat little excitement in the 
Settlement daring the time when the Taipings were near. 
Some merchants and foreign banks and wealthy Chinese placed 
their treasare and valaables on board steamers, tag-boats and 
the opinm recciving-hnlks, and others who did not do this hired 
gnards of seamen and others to protect their promises^ The 
different ways in which occasions that were presamed to be 
alarming were met by foreigners and Chinese was significant of 
their national characters. Once, after it had been arranged that 
a certain signal woald be made in case of seeming danger, so 
that the women and children might be taken on board the 
men-of-war, a great distarbance — firing of gingals, beating of 
gongs, and shoaling — was heard in the direction of the city, jast 
after dinner. The residents who were nnmarried hastened to 
the Band, armed with every conceivable weapon ; married men 
bronght their families there, and all calmly awaited the resolt. 
It was soon foand that the clumoar arose from a fight between 
some of llic jank men, and as soon as this was known, people 
retnrned to their honses. 

But the frequent panics among the natives were fearful 
things. As an instance of them : one day an alarm was given 
in the Maloo that the rebels were at the Babbling Well, and 
almost in an instant, crowds of Chinese in that quarter, and the 
adjacent alleys, fled towards the Bund. Women and children 
were trampled to death in the mad flight; men who were 
carryiiij^ off silver and other valuable left them in their chairs 
and joined the shrieking, terrified flood of fugitives. Mauy 
when they reached the Band rushed into the river and several 
were drowned. 

While the British and French were defending Shanghai 
against the Taipings, their allied forces were attacking the forts 
of the Imperial Government on the Pciho, which were taken on 
the 21st of August. 

^Tho year 1861 saw a great increase to the commerce of 
Shanghai trom the opening of the Yangtze to foreign trade, as 
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far M Hankow. Teas were boaghi clieapl/ at tbat port and at 
Kiakiaog; imporU were sold at all the newlj opened ports ia 
large quantities and at favonrable prices ; new articles of trade 
were also discovered. Both foreigners and Chinese entered 
largely into the new field of bnsiuess and a demand for steam, 
tonnage on a very large scale soon sprnng np. To meet it, all 
kinds of vessels — some of the earliest types of paddle wheels- 
were bought and placed on the river. Chinese merchants in 
many cases became joint owners with the foreigners who managed 
these crafts, and, as many of the steamers were nearly useless, 
the results were in most cases unsatisfactory. Other mercantile 
firms ordered suitable steamers in Great Britain and America, 
and in a short time travelling on the river and coast could be 
accomplished with as much comfort as in any part of the world* 
And so promising did this branch of the business of the port 
seem that Messrs. Russell & Co. were able to found the Shanghai 
Steam Navigation Company in 1862 with a capital of a million 
of taels, which was subsequently increased to a million and a 
quarter, and ultimately to a million eight hundred and seventy* 
five thousand, although it was an unregistered Company and 
the liability was unlimited. This was the first great shipping 
enterprise in which foreigners and Cbinese were associated. It 
built in America many fine steamers to ply on the Yangtze and 
on the coast. It had a very chccqucred career, was unfortunate 
in many ways, and, as wo shall see, was finally purchased by the 
Chinese. | 

^Jn this year the Inspector Generalship of Customs was 
established, Mr. H. N. Lay being appointed to the office by a 
Decree of Prince Kung, dated the 21st of January.! 

For more than a year the Taipings did not reappear in the 
neighbourhood of Shanghai. It was rumoured from time to 
time that they were near at hand and considerable disquiet was 
felt in the Settlement in autumn. This was increased when 
Ningpo was taken early in December, almost without a struggle, 
Hangchow attacked and Chefoo taken. At length the rebels 
made their appearance unexpectedly at Woosung on the 11th of 
January, 1862.[ 
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Oa tlie capture of Ningpo becoming known in Shanghai 
the Volanteers met and formed a corps of Mounted Rangers to 
act as sconts in the conntrj districts. In a few days a good 
namber of Rangers were enrolled, and Mr. Panmnre Gordon, 
with whom the suggestion of forming the corps originated, was 
actively engaged drilling the recruits and their horses, who were 
soon afterwards changed for the more useful native ponies. 
This corps, which now numbered some twenty men, was of great 
service to Sir James Hope iu his expedition against the Taipings 
in 1S62 and the following year. 

Very alarming rumours became current in the Settlement 
soon after the rebels appeared at Woosung. The terrified Taotai 
reported to the Consuls that eighty thousand *Mong haired men" 
— as the Taipings were called — were coming from Soochow and 
other cities in that direction. This horde was, he said, to be 
transported by boats; another large body w^as on the march 
from Hangchow, and a third was approaching via Woosung. 
The artillery of the rebels was soon heard firing at the Pootung 
side, apparently four or five miles away. Another band, 
advancing towards the Settlement, captured two towns between 
Woosung and Shanghai, and at night the skies to the north and 
west were red with conflagrations. 

On the 13th Januai'y four mounted rebel scouts appeared 
at the Stone Bridge and murdered two women, and a day or 
two afterwards a considerable force of them were at the same 
place. The Settlement was already full of refngces from 
Ningoo, Soochow and other cities, but it was obliged to receive 
the stream of fugitives which now poured in. \ So great was the 
influx of strangers into Shanghai, that the cost of living had 
increased about 400 per cent, in 1862.\ 

Sir James Hope arrived in Shanghai on the 15th Jannary 
and at once took the defences of the Settlement in hand, in 
which he was assisted by a Committee of residents. There were 
only 850* men of the Ponjaub N.L,t 1,(K)0 French troops, and a 

• In tlie course of the Spring lI.M.^s 67th, 90th and 5th Bombay 
N.I. Regiments arrived, and the fleet uas also reinforced. 

t Tho craves of nmny of the«c Indian soldiers and men from other 
English regiments lie under the East side of the City Wall. 
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small force of Volanieers in Shanghai. The naval force was 
also small, and consisted of H.M.S. Impinetue, the flag-ship, 
one steam-sloop of war and two gnn-boats. 

The rebels were prevented taking the field by a heavy fall 
of snow, early in January, which lasted fifty-eight hoars and 
covered the Settlement and country to the depth of three feet 
in many places. Their reinforcements which was coming by the 
creeks, and those which were marching by land, were delayed, 
and the force at Woosnng was ordered to fall back on Nanking^ 

The Admiral and the residents took advantage of this delay; 
the ordinary vocations of almost all foreigners were suspended 
for a time, and by the end of January the defences were complete. 

There were two lines of defence to the westward. On the 
inner, the Honan Road, wooden barricades strengthened by 
earthworks, were erected as in 1860; and a stronger and new 
one was placed in the Maloo, with smaller ones at the lanea 
leading from the lines, while a half battery of artillery was 
stationed on the centre of this line of defence. The outer line 
was from the Soochow Creek to the City, and on it the Defence 
Creek was made or greatly deepened and widened. On that 
line large earthen mounds were constructed at short distances 
from each other ; the first of them being near the Soochow 
Creek, and f rcrm it there ran southward a parapet of mud seven 
feet high, six feet wide at the top, and seven feet at the bottom, 
and guns were planted on it at every favourable spot. The 
entire length of this parapet was three-quarters of a mile, and it 
was considered that six hundred men, with a cannon, could hold 
it against any force the Taipings could bring. 

(The Taotai offered to defray the cost of the defences, but 
his offer was refused, from dislike on the part of the community 
to allow him to have anything to do with the Settlement, beyond 
collecting his dnes in it ; and a similar offer from the principal 
Chinese bankers was also declined. | 

The snow had disappeared from the country by the middle 
of February, and the Taipings took the field again, and the 
commanders of the foreign forces at once began active operations 
against them. I may mention a few of these. 
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One time the French cleared oat, with shot and shell, a 
large body of rebels who had attacked a village opposite the 
citj, with the object of seizing a namber of janks which were 
Ijing there and making a bridge of boats of them, over which 
they coald march to the attack of Shanghai. On another 
occasion a party of British and French marines and blue-jackets 
supported Ward,* with six hundred of his disciplined Chinese 
in an attack on a large intrenched village in Pootung, and some 
four or five miles down the river. Flushed with these successes, 
the Taotai at once began executing bands of Taiping prisoners* 
in the city. The next important enterprise was against a large 
village inland, and opposite to Ming-hong, which 370 British 
and French sailors and marines captured. During March and 
April the allied forces and Ward's men were actively engaged, 
and the Mounted Hangers did good service. Two great camps 
of stockades were taken early in April at Wong-ka-dza and 
Lu-ka-dong — places between Chepoo and Ya-ki-town; and in 
these operations, besides 842 British and French sailors and 
marines, 991 soldiers of British and Indian regiments, under 
Stavely, were engaged. In the first of these engagements 
Admiral Hope was wounded in the leg. Chao-pu, Kali-ding, 
Tseng-pn, Nan-jao and Cho-lin, all fortified places within short 
distances of Shanghai, were taken in rapid succession before the 
end of April ; and in ^lay Captain Roderick Dew, of H.M.S. 
Encounter^ with his sailors and some of Ward's force, recaptured 
the city of Ningpo for the Imperialists. 

Admiral Protet fell at Nan-jao ; while directing the attack 
he was shot through the breast and died at half -past six on the 
same evening, the 17th May. His remains were brought back 
to Shanghai and lay in state for a few days in a Ohapelle ardetUe 
in the hospital, previous to being interred in a tomb in the 
grounds of the French Consulate. The obsequies took place on 
the 26th May, when the ships of war in port fired minute gnns 

* Ward was an American soldier of fortune who had led a roving life, 
lie had apnarcntly some idea of founding an Empire in the Eaat, when he 
came to China, but in the meantime he had drilled, and commanded, a 
force of Chinese. They were known after this as **The Ever Victoriona 
Army." 
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in the morDing. The Consals, the officers of the British, 
French and Russian men-of-war and the officers of the Englisji 
Regiments, all in fall nniform, with many foreign rejidents^ 
assembled at the French Naval Hospital at half-past seven a.in. 
From thence the bodj Teas born to St. Joseph's Chorch, where 
the Taotai and many maTidariDS were present while & grand 
martial mass was performed. Admiral Protet's services to 
China were recognised in the Peldng Gazette of the 11th Jnne, 
1862, in which Li Hung-chang, then Fatai or Governor of this 
province, was commanded to appoint a Taotai and a Prefect to 
present the £mperor*s ''sacrifice to the manes of the departed 
officer." Therefore, on the morning of the 7th of Angnst, the 
Taotai, and some fifteen officials, of good rank, went to the 
French Chnrch and there listened to a mas5<, similar to that 
which had been performed at the obseqnies of the Admiral. 
A large number of French officials and H.M.'s Consnl and Vice- 
Consnl were present. The Edict having been read aloud bj the 
'* District Magistrate of Chang-chow, Reader of the Imperial 
Will," an oblation, or sacriBce, was performed. What the natnre 
of the sacrifice was is not stated.* A statue of the Admiral was 
placed in tho gronnds of the Municipal Hall, and unveiled on 
6th December, 1870. 

Tlie successes of the allies ronscd the Taipings to greater 
exertions. A largo force was sent from Nanking, under the 
command of one of their boldest and most successful leaders, the 
Chung-wang, or Faithful King. Kahding was abandoned hj 
tlie allies; tho troops, which bad been holding it, falling back 
on Shanghai; and Tsing-pu was destroyed bj Ward before he 
left it. These events caused great alarm again among the 
Chinese in tho district near Shanghai, and immense crowds 
hurried into tho Settlement. 

Tho rebels again appeared within sight of the Settlement 
in August, and the smoke by day and illumination of the sky by 
night proclaimed their ruthless progress. The condition of 
afTuirs in Shanghai during autumn may be imagined from the 
fact, that, besides hundreds of thousands who were honsed in 
• Xorth China //cra/rf",^tU AprU, 1862. 
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some way or other, there were then ten thoasand ref agees living 
in the old race coarse. And one writer affirms that in an 
afternoon stroll he saw from fortj to fifty thousand men, women 
and children, encamped in that neighbourhood and adjacent to 
it.* \The change which the events between 1860 and the time 
I am writing of had made in the Settlement is well shewn by 
the following. In 1859 there were some 20,000 Chinese in the 
Settlement, bat this number had grown to at least 500,000,t 
and one speaker at a meeting of Landrenters put them at 
700,000, which is probably an exaggeration. It is no wonder 
that cholera, fever, dysentery and other diseases afflicted the 
Settlement in 1862, killing large nambers of the residents; 
decimating the naval and military forces and committing terrible 
ravages am'ong the Chinese.^ - 

A great expedition of 4,000 English, French and disciplined 
Chinese, with twenty guns and ten mortars re-captured Kahding 
at the end of October, after a brave resistence by the Taipings. 
In this affair Admiral Hope and General Staveloy commanded 
the British, and General Burgevine,§ the disciplined Chinese or 
Ever Victorious Army, in place of Ward, who had been recently 
killed at Tzu-chee, about twenty-five miles from Ningpo. Li 
Hung-chang and Bargevine continued to be very active in the 
field after this, the former with conspicuous success; while a 
large force of Chinese, under two French officers, recaptured 
many important places in Chekiang from the rebels. 

So far as Shanghai was concerned there wns henceforth no 
ground for anxiety on account of the rebels, whose power was 
bcirg broken everywhere. Bnt it required the mililnry genius 
of Colonel Gordon, to compel the rebels to take rufnge in their 
last stronghold at Nanking. 



• Xorfh China Herald, .10th August, 1862. 

t Spiicch of the Chairman of the Muuiiipal Council at the meeting of 
I^ml renters on loth April, 1865. 

t The heat wus so great in 1862 that hostilities were suspended for 
some months. 

§ In Ward's time the disciplined Chinese force was a mere rabble 
officered for the most part by n:>wdicK. Hurgcvine was a man of better 
class than Ward, having studied for the Artillery at West Point. 
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'When Admiral Hope went borne, at the expiry of bis 
command, in November, tbe leading mercbania in Sbangbai 
presented him with a letter expressing their thanks for bis 
exertions in restoring tranqnility to this province. It was 
mainly by his policy that the thirty miles radios, roand 
Shanghai, within wliich the rebels were prohibited from coming, 
was established, and the excellent roads into tbe coantry wero 
made. | 

Early in 1863 General Bargevine, after a qnarrel witb the 
Government banker in Shanghai, who would not farnisb tbe 
pay of the Ever Victorions Army, marched witb a small body- 
guard throQgb the Settlement and obtained tbe money. This 
bigb-bandcd action caused a good deal of excitement at the time 
and Bnrgevine was shortly afterwards dismissed. After an 
interval Colonel Gordon, R.E., was appointed to tbe command. 
The mandarins had tried to plnce a certain Li-ai-dong — a good 
soldier — and oar old friend Wn Sam-qaa, in command of tbe 
force, bat the ofEcers and men refused to obey tbem« 

The Lay- Osborne fleet arrived in China this year, and for 
having exceeded his instructions, Mr. Lay was dismissed from 
tbe Chinese service, and Mr. Robert, now Sir Robert Hart, was 
appointed to succeed bim. 

^^he Mixed Court was established about tbe middle of this 
year, in premises within the British Consulate gronnds.| 

It shewd how the number of firms not British bad increased, 
that tbe style and title of the Chamber of Commerce was changed 
in 1863 from the Shanghai British to tbe Shanghai General 
Chamber of Commerce. I 

In 1863 a memorial to the Governor of Kiangsa was pre- 
sented by a large number of merchants, requesting authority to 
construct a line of railway from Shanghai to Soocbow, which 
was at once refused. Another proposal for tbe line to Woosung 
was negatived about the same time. A London Company after- 
wardis proposed to make a line from the neighbourhood of tbe 
bridge over the Soochow Creek, thence, following tbe driving 
road, to Woosnng, tlience by Kahding, Taitsan and Quinsan to 
tbe east gate of Soochow. This was to be at first a single line. 
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I'be cost was estimated at TIs. 1,7G0,000 for tbo G2 miles, to 
wliicU TIs. 380,000 was to be added for termini, iron bridges, 
it:c., making a total of TIs. 2,140,300; and receipts were put 
down at TIs. 282,510 a year; expenses at TIs. 108,400, leaving 
net urofits of TIs. 174,110, or 7i per cent, per annam.^ 

The inflated prosperity of Shangbai received its deathblow 
wbeu Colonel Gordon captured Soocbow on the 27tb November, 
1863. But no ono seoms to have seen tbat that event would 
bave any effect in tbo fortunes of the Settlements. Their 
residents believed that tbo Chinese who had taken refugo 
among them, so thoroughly appreciated foreign ways, and the 
safety and protection they bad received, that they would not 
return to their own cities. It was not until the houses in almost 
whole streets were empty, and rents had fallen fifty per cent., 
tbat foreigners saw the fallacy of the hopes with which they 
had deluded tbemselves.\Tbe Chinese who returned to Soocbow 
soon showed how little foreigners understood them. There were 
rumours afli>at among the natives in that city, in 18C4, that 
foreigners were to be allowed to live and trade in it, and a 
petition was presented to Li Ilnug-cbang against this. It was 
therein stated that the Chinese who had lived in Shanghai had 
been subjected to the annoyance of being obliged to attend to 
sanitary regulations, such as keeping the purlieus of their bouses 
free from filth, and clean enough to satisfy the police inspectors 
Other innovations on the ancient unclean habits of the Chinese 
people were referred to, and fears were expressed tbat if 
foreigners came among them they would give trouble in these 
matters. So much for Chinese appreciation of Western comforts 
and sanitation. 

The French troops, which had taken part in the openition 
against the rebels, were withdrawn early in the year, owing to 
disti^rbances in Saigon. 

,At the beginning of 18G4 we find the residents of the 
Settlement congratulating themselves on the improvement in 
the conditions of the place, compared with what it had been in 
the winter of 18G1-G2. At tbo latter time the streets were 
crowded with people, many of whom lay down at night with the 
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certain t J of death before tho znorning. Since then hoasea had 
been bailt to accommodato all the refngeos, and means had been 
fonnd to ameliorate the conditions of tho poorer people. Suffer- 
ing and starvation did not now intrade themselves on notice/ 

Tho Budget of the Manicipal Council for 1864-65 was 
passed on tho most extravagant scale. It is safficiont to say that 
it was proposed to expend Tls. 457,000, as against Tls. 239,000 
in the previous year. Tho Council, and tho commanity, still 
believed that tho exceptional prosperity of the place woald not 
only continue but increase. Recklessness had now culminated 
in Shanghai) 

• The proposals of the Council alarmed the great land- 
owners ; and Sir Ilarry Parkes informed tho Landreutera that 
tho now taxes which had been proposed could not be raised 
without the consent of the Taotai, who had already objected to 
two of thorn. Ultimately the estimate of the Council for Police 
purposes was cut down one half, and to enable it to defray its 
liabilities a loan of Tls. 90,000 was allowed ; to be guaranteed 
by several mercantile firms ; the Municipality having no credit 
at the time/ 

'Trado was unsatisfactory, on the whole, in 1864,* but the 
spocnlativo mania continued. The condition of tho Settlement 
had become scandalous ; Sir Harry Parkes stated, at a meeting 
of Laudrcnters, that out of 10,000 Chinese houses on it there 
wcro CG8 houses of ill- fame — that is one in sixteen — not 
including opium shops, whilo of tea houses and other places of 
entertainment, there was abundance of vice, which ho said, was 
quito unrestrained. Tho Settlements continued to be infested 
by foreign and Chinese scoundrels, who committed all kinds of 
outrages. \ 

It was when all prudent persons foresaw evil days, for 
Shanghai, and that theso were near at hand, that the Titnes 
published a leading article in which it gave a glowing picture 
of tho trade of the port and the prosperity of the Settlement. It 
said that tho present El Dorado of commercial men seemed to» 

• The Custonid duties paid at Shanghai iu 18G4 were 20 per cent IcM 
than m 1863. 
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be China. And of Shangliai it stated that some years before 
there was "an undeveloped Settlement called Shanghai, the 
land whereof was of snch minate valne that a merchant conld 
easily attach a deer park to his hoase." An exaggerated descrip- 
tion of one or two spacioas compoands which then existed. 
And, following this, was an account of the port in 1864: "Sir 
Frederick Brace has jast reported that in three years the import 
trade of Shanghai had risen from thirteen to twenty-seven 
millions ; * * * the decks of the steamers are now crowded with 
Chinese passengers, and their holds are filled with prodnce, 
destined, not for foreign export, bat for Chinese consumption. 
Surely Shanghai was an Elysium to the imagination of penni- 
less young plodders who have mastered the art of book-keeping 
and learned to calculate exchange." A great number of adven- 
turers, and seekers for fortune, came to Shanghai in the autumn 
of that year, only to be bitterly disappointed. I 

The Shanghai Club and the General Hospital were opened 
in this year.^ The Club had been along time building, its design 
and furniture were extravagant and it was destined to misfor- 
tune, before it attained its present safe position. Its architecture 
has been described as "the true debased and carpenteresque 
style." The Royal Asiatic Society was resuscitated in 1864, after 
three years dormancy, and the first Debating Society was 
established. 

^The effects of the speculative trading of the previous two or 
three years were shewn by the failure of some large firms in the 
spring of 1865. The Volunteers found themselves in difficulties 
in the autumn, owing to a large demand being made upon them 
for the cost of rifles, guns, uniforms and general equipment 
which their former commandant had purchased.\ Also the men 
did not attend drill, and the numbers on the roll had fallen ofiP, 
but, instead of disbanding, the corps elected Sir Edmund 
Hornby, the Chief Justice, to the command, and resolved to 
maintain the force. 

'One good thing, at least, was done this year by the Muni- 
cipal Councils of the Settlement and the French Concession, i.e., 
the closing of the gambling houses, which had been doing so 
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macli harm. The Chinese anthorities had long nrged that ihia 
step shoald be taken, and early in the jear the Monicipal 
Coancil for the Settlement drore the proprietors of the houses 
awaj. These men took ref age in the French Concession ; the 
Coancil of which was altimately, bat only in deference to pablie 
opinion, obliged to close the gambling dens. | 

H.B.M.'s Coart for China and Japan was established this 
year. The foandation stone of the Masonio Hall, on the Bond, 
was laid, with great ceremony, on the 3rd March. Towards the 
close of this year a well meant, bat premature, undertaking was 
perforce, abandoned. Mr. E. A. Reynolds had erected a telegraph 
to the Kiutoan beacon with which he proposed to make known 
the movements of shipping at the mouth of the river. « The 
coantry folk tore down the posts, and petitioned the Taotai that 
they should not be erected again, as they spoiled the FSng'ShuL 
One man had already sickened and died, they said, without any 
apparent cause. These views were adopted by the Taotai in a 
letter to the British Consul, in which he said that no compensa- 
tion would be claimed, nor would the posts be allowed to be put 
up again. 

Much attention was given in 1866 to Municipal affairs 
which were improving, to the taxation of the Chinese who lived 
within the Settlement, and new or modified Land Regulations 
were framed and sent to Peking.j 

It was the general opinion in the Settlement early in this 
year that Shanghai, and the China trade generally, had sur- 
mounted the depression of 1865, but unfortunately these hopes 
were not realised. ** Black Friday," and other as ominous days, 
occurred in London, and in a short time six out of the eleven 
foreign banks which had branches in Shanghai suspended pay- 
ment, and others were crippled. 

Most of the Joint Stock Companies which had been formed 
in Shanghai since 1862 disappeared into liquidation or changed 
owners in these gloomy times. And the depression from which 
trade, and all enterprise, suffered was increased when the 
house of Dent & Co. found itself unable to meet its engagements. 
It had occupied a foremost position since the opening of the 
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Cbina trade to private merchants, and its partners had been 
identified with some of the most stirring events in Canton, 



before the war of 1841. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

THE NEW AND PRESENT SHANGHAL 

I Affairs in tbc Settlement improved in 1867J and wo are told 
that life in it was pleasanter, as the residents cliecrfiilly met tbe 
altered times and sought their pleasure and recreation In quieter 
ways' than formerly. Gardening and floriculture became a 
pretty general passion, and there would have been a flower 
show if the ladies* committee could have agreed upon where 
it should be held. 

; The Public Gardens, on what was then called the Consular 
mud-flat,* were making this year and were handed over to the 
Municipal Council on the 8th of August, 18G8. People began to 
build houses on the Bubbling Well Road, and to live there. 
Considerable additions were made to the public buildings in the* 
Settlement; a new Theatre, a Mixed Court, a Seaman's Chapel 
at Pootnng were built, and the Masonic Hall was opened. Gas 
had been introduced into the Settlements and the French side 
late on the previous year, and its use was increasing, and the 
better lighting of the streets, the greater efficiency of the police,]- 
and the diminution in the size of compounds led to the dis- 
appearance of the watchmen who perambulated round the houses 
and other premises at night, looking for thieves with a lantern 
and striking a piece of largo bamboo loudly at intervals, as they 
still do in Chinese towns and cities. These were all signs of 
vigour; but, on the other hand, the Volunteers at last succumbed 
to the indifTerence which had been weakening the spirit and 

^ • Tlio niudllat Mas originally caused by the sinking of a small brig 
or other vcssol tlicre, in tliu early days of the Settlement. The wreck was 
not raided an«l miid rapi'lly acenmulated. An old re.«<ident told mc that 
he has often rowed between the wreck und the then line of the Bund. 
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numbers of the corps, since the close of the great rebellion.* 
Bat it cannot be said to have completely died out, as a Rifle 
Corps sprang from it. Again, the Shanghai Clab, which, with 
the Charch, was the most striking example of the extravagant 
ideas that prevailed among the commanitj a few years before, 
now fell into sach serious difBculties that it was closed in 
August, and only reopened on the Ist October, on a new basis. 

\ln 1867 the buildings for the Arsenal at Elau Chang Mian 
— the Elevated Effulgent Temple, which is known to us as the 
Kiangnan Arsenal — were commenced. A few years before, 
just after the close of the rebellion, Li Hnng-chang ordered the 
establishment of an arms factory, or foundry, in Shanghai, and 
a machine shop in Hongkew was purchased for the purpose. 
These premises had become too small, and therefore some six 
acres of ground, about three miles above the city, were acquired, 
and the fittings and other material removed to the new premises 
as soon as they were completed.i 

From a little factory for repairing rifles and casting guns, 
shot and shell, this establishment has grown into an immense 
arsenal and dockyard, capable, if worked to its utmost capacity, 
of supplying ships and war material of evefy description. It 
has a yard for wooden ship-buildings where two frigates and 
half-a-dozen gunboats, large and small, were built and fitted out; 
an iron ship-yard with costly and ponderous machinery capable 
of building modern ironclads of large size, but from which only 
a miniature ironclad, nicknamed by foreigners the Terror of 
Western Nations ^ and two iron ganboats, have as yet been 
launched. There is a Marine Engine Department, which has 
already supplied the engines of the ships that have been built at 
the Arsenal and repaired the engines of many others. There is 
a large dry dock which can take in ships of nearly 400 feet in 
length, and which has already done most efficient service for the 
Chinese navy. Sometimes there have been four or five steamers 
waiting their turn to bo docked. Going back from the river 

* The corps owed Tls. 300, and the members resolved to sell as many 
rifles as would make up this sum, and to call for more subscriptions. The 
corps was to rsmain in abeyance. 
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front tliere ar» Tmrioss shops for gener&l work. Thm rifls 
factorj, wKick lims hitherto onlj tamed oat BeauDgton riHei. of 
American pattern, is a hu^ baildiiig with ererj appHonee for 
prodncing rii&es at the rate of sereral dozen per daj eosilj, and 
manj more aader pressure. Moch work is heiog done hj hand 
in this department, for which costlj machines are standing idle, 
though speciollj purchased for the work. It is some jears sinea 
aoj foreigner was connected with this branch. There is also a 
general fonndrj where adl the large and small casting in iroB, 
brass and copper are made ; a torpedo fsctorj, with beantif ol 
and delicate machinerj, was hastilj established when trouble 
with France was looming in the distance, but it has nerer done 
much work. ' 

Leafing the main bodj of the Arsenal, there are two large 
departments on the eastern side. One is a gun factorj, where 
will be found as large and complete a plant for the niannfaciare 
of hearj rifled ordnance as anywhere in the world. The 
enormous lathes, boring and rifling machines, coiling machines^ 
steam hammer, of seven tons, etc, must be seen in oetire 
operation to be understood. This department is now making 
" disappearing guns," one of which was successfullj tried a 
few weeks ago, under the superintendence of Mr. W. E. Comis1i« 
who was many years at the Elsvfick factory. A large proof 
moand and the other accompaniments of a proof range for hearj 
ordnance have been in use for many years by the side of the 
river. The other department on the eastern side is for shot and 
shell ; here one may see missiles of all sorts and sizes, ranging 
up to 750-lb. weight, in various stages of making. A certain 
weight of metal is cast every day, which might perhaps, easily 
be trebled in amount. '• 

On the western side, about three miles distant, and near the 
Ix>ong-wha pagoda, stands the cartridge factory. This, in itself 
is as large as the factories for similar purposes in England, 
There is machinery for making all kinds of rifle cartridges at 
the rate of tens of thousands per day, but only that portion which 
makes the Remington cartridges is in use. The copper or metal 
sheaths of the percussion caps arc all made and flUed on the 
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1 premises, as well as tho bullets. There are also elaborate 
machines for making Gatliug and other large cartridges. The 
gnnpowder works are well laid ont, after tho most approved 
foreign methods. There are twelve incorporating mills, with all 
the necessary plant accompanying them, capable of turning ont 
an almost incredible amount of gunpowder, if worked night and 
day. The materials used are mostly imported from Europe] 

One interesting feature at the Arsenal is the Educational 
Department.' Tho schools for interpreters, ono for English, 
now taught by Dr. Suvoong, and the other for French under 
Pi-ofcssor Alphonso Bottu, have been in existenco for nearly 
twenty years, and have sent out various students to tho Peking 
College, and to different official positions. The department for 
tho translation of scientific books has been at work sinco the 
establishment of the Arsenal. Mr. John Fryer has had charge 
since the commencement, and he, with others, have been engaged 
for moro than twenty years in tho laborious tnsk of preparing 
an Encyclopa}dia of standard treatises in the China language. 
There is a staff of writers, block-cutters and printers who are 
able to publish the various works in tho best Chinese fashion, 
and tho books are sold in considerable numbers at cost price] 
Mr. Fryer has been awarded the third brevet degree of civil rank 
in recognition of his services. 

'The expenses attending tho establishment and maintenance 
of the Kiangnan Arsenal have, of course, been enonnous. A 
portion of the receipts of tho Imperial !^faritinle Customs at 
Shanghai is regularly set asido for its use. ^lany foreigners — 
at ono tioLO as many as twelve — have been employed from time 
to time in the various engineering and mechanical departments, 
bnt three aro now found sufficient. The management is in the 
hands of a native director, two sub-directors, and a number of 
petty officials^ To stand and watch the crowd of workmen pass 
out of tho gates of the different departments, when the signal is 
given to stop work, will give one an idea of the magnitude of 
the place. 

Everything is now on a pence footing; only enough is spent 
to keep the plant and workmen in working order ready for any 
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cmergencj. In case of war tlio nanibcr of uien employed wonid 
sooQ bo trebled or qnadrapled, and the weekly oat-put wonid be 
greatly increased. The native workmen sbew a wonderful 
aptkndo in picking np foreign ideas and using foreign macbines 
and tools. It is even sai\} tbat tbe work tamed out in some 
parts of this Arsenal, even nnder disadvantageous circumstancefi, 
compares favourably, both as to the quality and cost, with what 
is done in arsenals in foreign countries. The Kiangnan Arsenal 
seems to be a sort of stepping-stone to higher posts, for three of 
its Directors have been sent as Ministers to foreign countries, 
while those in lower position have been drafted to many 
important positions in the home and foreign services. There 
are other arsenals in China. That at Foochow covers more 
ground, but has not done so much eftective work; those at 
Canton, Hangchow, Tientsin, Tsinan-fa and Ching-ta are 
growing but slowly, as they arc not in such favourable localities 
as Shanghai and Foochow. 

ITho first English Church erected in Shanghai had become so 
delapidated by 18C2 that the rain often came in through chinks 
of the roof, the wind frequently blew away tiles and portions of 
the roof fell into the pews/ It was taken down in that year, 
and a temporary place of worship erected in the compound. 
Many of the ragged and tattered books which were afterwards 
transferred to the Cathedral aro still drifting about its desks. 
And, as a writer at the time when the Cathedral was opened 
said, no one can read some of the inscriptions without a thrill. 
**No marble monuments, blazoned with escutcheons and graven 
with inscriptions are half so full of deep and pathetic interest 
as these bibles, with a mother's, blessing on the page, or the 
record of sisterly regard in ink long since paled and faded." 
And old residents aro occasionally reminded of friends dead and 
gone or passed out of memory by the appearance of a name on 
one of these books. 

^n 18ol plans for a new Church were obtained from Sir 
Gilbert Scott, R.A., which were modified by Mr. Wm. Kidner, 
a local architect, partly on account of the expense which they 
would have involved, and partly for climatical reasons. But, 
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notwithstanding this pradential care, the Charch was perhaps 
the most signal instance of the extravagant ideas which pre* 
Tailed in the commanitj' at the time when the plans of the 
architects were adopted. The fonndation stone of the new 
edifice was laid on the IGth May, 1866, with great Masonic 
ceremonies, bat the want of snfficient fands hindered the pro« 
gress of the bailding. Indeed, it was completed with great 
difficulty, and at one time it seemed likely that work on it woald 
be altogether suspended for want of money, or that if it was 
finished it woald be held by the contractors* antil their debt 
was discharged. Bat a vigorous effort was made and liberal 
subscriptions were obtained ; part of the compound was let on 
lease, the rents of it np to 1884 were advanced by the lessee 
and the Church was opened for public worship on the Ist of 
August, 1869.t } 

The style of the Cathedral, for such it became on Trinity 
Sunday 1875, is Gothic of the early part of the thirteenth century ; 
the building is cruciform and consists of a nave, north and south 
aisles, transepts, chancel, with apsidal sanctuary, and two small 
chapels for an organ chamber and vestry. The total length 
of the interior is 152 feet, and the width across nave and aisles 
58 feet 6 inches, while the height from the floor to the apex of 
the nave roof is 54 feet. The aisles are entirely surrounded by 
an open arcade, carried on granite shafts, with brick piers and 
buttresses between the bays. A tower, for the erection of which 
sufficient funds have not yet been raised, forms part of Sir 
Gilbert Scott's plans. 

Early in 1875 the subscribers to Trinity Church, who have 
the management of its affairs, through trustees, of whom they 
elect two, while H.M.'s Consul- General is ex officio another, 
passed a resolution authorising the trustees to communicate 
with the newly-appointed Bishop of North-China, the Rev. W. 
A. Russell, as to the erection of the Church into his Cathedral, 

* Messrs. C. S. Famham k Co. 

t The cost of the former and present organ was defrayed by pnblie 
subscription ; the first was presented by Sir Rutherford and Lady Aicock. 
and the lectern by Sir Edmund Hornby. The altar cloth, pnlpit and 
books for the re&ding desk were gifts of members of the Church. 
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and empowered tliem to take the steps wbich might be necessarj 
to that end. The Bishop *' selected and assigned " the Charch 
as the Cathedral for his diocess of North-China, and the 
ceremony of enthroning him took place as already mentioned. 
The pablic instrument of record of the transactions is in a 
declaration made before the Chief Jnstice of the Sapreme Coart 
on the 23rd May, 1875.* On his installation the Bishop 
appointed the Rer. Canon Batcher Dean of the Cathedral and 
the Hev, Mr. McClatchie Canon, which were admirable and 
popalar appointments. 

Trinity Charch received from its first erection, or from 
soon afterwards, an annual grant from the British Government 
of five handred poands, bat in 1858 its fanda were in bo 
flonrishing a condition that nearly nine handred poands had 
accamalatcd, which it was intended shoald form the nacleas of 
a bailding f and for a new charch. H.M/s Qovernment then 
withdrew the grant, bat at the same time intimated their 
willingness to sabscribe towards the cost of » new charch, and 
this they did by contribating two thoasand poands, and it is be- 
caase of this and its previoas annaal grant that H.B.lL's Gonsal 
is one of the trustees. When the trustees were greatly in want 
of money to complete the new church, they addressed the 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, through the Consul and 
the Minister at Peking, requesting him to obtain for them a 
donation of fifteen hundred pounds. But Lord Clarendon cnrtlj 
replied that '*H.M.'s Government could not grant further assist- 
ance towards the expense of the erection of a church or the 
maintenance of a charch establishment for the benefit of a 
wealthy British community like that at Shanghai.'* The 
reference to the maintenance of a church establishment in 
Shanghai was to the Government grants to chapels and 
chaplains at Consular ports in China, which the Secretary of 
State had a short time before directed Sir Rutherford Alcock 



* The successor of Bishop Russell would not take the Cathedral on 
the same terms, that is, that he should have the building as his Cathedral 
during his term of ofEce in life ; he required that it should be Tested^^ia 
him aud his successors, which the Trustees would not listen to. 
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to look into, and to report on the circamstances of each chapel. 
Sir Rutherford Alcock supported the appeal of the Shanghai 
trustees. 

In the course of 18G9 the Shanghai Chamber of Commerce 
Avas in almost constant correspondence with Sir Rutherford 
Alcock on the proposed revision of the Treaty with China, which 
has not jet taken place. It also despatched a mission of 
^Icssrs. Francis and Mitchio to examine into the trade of the 
Upper Yangtze, and, on their return, these gentlemen pre- 
sented a very interesting report. Baron Richtofen was assisted 
in his exploration both by the Chamber and the community,** 
and a few years before some merchants of Shanghai defrayed 
Wr. T. T. Cooper's expenses in his attempt to reach India 
through Tibet. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of Edinburgh! arrived outside 
Woosung on the 21st October, in command of H.M.S. Galatea, 
and came up to Shanghai next day in the steamer Moijuue, Ho 
received an address signed by 350 residents of all nationalities, 
attended the regatta, too-: part in other amusements, and was 
present at a ball given in his honour at the Club, and left on the 
2Gth for the South. 

It was in 1869 that the Duke of Somerset applied the 
epithet of *' a sink of iniquity " to Shanghai. The iniquity was 
commercial, and the authorities on whom His Grace relied were 
naval officers, who could scarcely have known anything about 
the merchants of Shanghai, except as recipients of their hospi- 
tality. The Chamber of Commerce referred the question of 
officially noticing the Duke's language to its committee, some 
of the community proposed to memorialise the Foreign Secretary 
on the subject, but common sense prevailed, and the matter was 
allowed to drop. Sir Edmund Hornby, in delivering judgment 
in a case bore emphatic testimony to the morality of Shanghai. 

There were several missionary troubles in various parts of 
Chiaa in 18G8 and 1809. Those at Yangchow occurred in the 

• The Chamber siibscribcil TU. ,')00 ami the cominunity Tls. 5,000. 
+ U.R.H. liatl j)rcviously vi&itcd i'ckiiig, where the ollicials had com- 
pletely iguorcu his in-cscnce. 
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former year, and reparation was obtained hj tbe vigonr of Mr. 
Consnl MedLurst, who wcut to Nauking ia tbe liinaldo and 
ultimately attained redress from tbo Viceroy Tseng Kno-fan. 
Aboat tbo same time a somcwbat similar affair occurred at Tai- 
wan, wbicb was settled by gauboai intervention ; in 18t>9 
missionaries in Foocbow, Sbantung, Szecbaau and Anbni were 
molested and injured, and some of tbe French priests were 
murdered in Szecbuan, and tbo Rev. J. Williamson was murdered 
in bis boat in tbo Grand Canal near Tientsin. In addition to 
this outrages on missionaries other foreigners were attacked 
near Shanghai, for early in March a party of five gentlemen 
who were walking in Pootung were set upon by a largo number 
of villagers and severely handled. It was elicited during tbe 
examination of these villagers that a fortune-teller from Yang- 
cbow was in the village at the time, and it is probable he had 
incited tbe attack. Also a French gentleman and his wife were 
assaulted when returning from the hills. 

All these things pointed to a widespi^ead animosity to 
foreigners, but tbe most atrocious one occurred at Tientsin 
in 1870. 

Before that occurred M. Rochechouart, tbe French Charge 
d'AfTaires at Peking, went up the Yangtze with a sqaadron and 
exactc«l compensation for most of tbo outrages on Catholic mis- 
sionaries which had occurred in 18G9. It was supposed that what 
Mr. Modhurst had dono at Yangcbow and M. Rochechouart in 
the Yangtze provinces would insure good treatment to the mis- 
mionaries, but tbe literati and gentry — tbo dangerous classes in 
Cliina — continued to excite the people with all the old stories of 
kidnapping and killing and mutilating children to make 
medicine with their eyes and hearts, or, as Sir Thomas Wade 
curiously and concisely put it, for unholy purposes. There was 
grcaL excitement against the Catholic missionaries in Nanking 
in June, but Ma Sin-i, tbo Viceroy, suppressed it. At Yang- 
cbow also and otbcr places tbe same feeling was shewn. 

On tbo 2 1st of June a mob, led or directed by Chinese 
ofTicers, burned tbe French Consulate, the Cathedral and the 
bo.-pital of the Sisters, all within tbe city of Tientsin. The 
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French Consal waa killed — literally cat to pieces near the 
Governor's hoase, — so was his Secretary, whose remains were 
scarcely recognisable, and nineteen other foreigners, inclading 
ten Sisters of Mercj, three Roman Catholic priests and a Rassian 
merchant and his wife, who were apparently mistaken for French 
people, and several children were smothered in the home. The 
barbarities committed on the Sisters excited the horror of the 
civilised world. The mob was chiefly composed of soldiers, 
who were incited and directed by a General Ching Kao-jai who 
escaped all panishment for his doings that day.* The Governor 
Chang How coald havo prevented these atrocities, bat ho waa 
afraid to take action against the mob. I do not think, as tnany 
did at the time, that the authorities encoaraged the rioters, bat 
they were accessories before the marder. The stories aboat 
kidnapped children were the apparent means of exciting the 
mob, bat the people were farther inflaenced by hearing what 
had been done at Yangchow by the French, while the secrecy 
with which the Sisters of Mercy condacted their institation, 
their habit of paying the parents of children to bring them for 
baptism, sometimes when the infants were in the article of 
death, had made them thoroaghly anpopalar among the popalace 
who hated and feared them.f The war with Germany prevented 
France from acting as she woald no doabt have done ander 
other circamstances, and eventually she was content to accept a 
considerable sam of money and to receive Chang How as a 
special apologetic envoy. 

The news of the Tientsin massacre excited horror among 
all foreigners in China, bat, it is to be feared, it gave general 
satisfaction to the natives. Intelligence of it spread like wild 
fire all over the empire. In Shanghai Volanteers were enrolled 
at once, the Fire Brigade joined them, and within a month five 
hundred men were drilling. Fortunately the anti-foreign party 

* This man had been dismissed from a military command in Szechuan 
at the instance of M. Rochechouart, hence bia leading the riotert againat 
the French. 

t It was acknowledged in an Imperial Edict that the charge afintinst 
the Sisters of buying chudren and making away with them had been found 
to be false. 
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contented itself with posting up a few hostile and threatening 
placards, and as the authorities ranged themselves on the side of 
order the excitement soon died away. Bat the Volnnteers haTo 
not been allowed to decay; thcj are still maintained in aa 
i effective 'state. 

There has only been one occasion, since 1870, when it was 
necesMarj to call on the Volunteers, and thcj were then of great 
j service. A riot occnrred in the French Concession on Sunday, 

the 3rd of May, 1874 ; one of those affairs which onr neighbours 
in Shanghai have had the ill-fortuue to provoke in China. On 
the morning of that day a large number of Chinese attacked the 
French Inspector of Roads and his family, near the Ningpo 
Temple, broke into the neighbouring house, the dwelling of Miss 
Maclean, a missionary lady, when they threw down stairs, but 
on her calling out iu Chinese that she was not French the rioters 
desisted from maltreating her. The mob then proceeded to 
burn down some stables and Chinese houses near by. Bight 
natives were killed in the riot in the morning, and matters 
looked so serious in the evening that men were landed from the 
French gun-vessel Couleuvre^ and from tho United States 
despatch steamer Ashuelot ; the Volnnteers were called out, 
* foreigners received arms in the Municipal hall, which wero 
served out to them by the Council, and a hundred and fifty 
Chinese soldiers were sent from the city, lilvery thing was quiet 
by midnight. 

These riots wero ostensibly caused by the French Municipal 

Council beginning to lay out two roads which ran past the 

I temple. The Chinese objected that the roads would desecrate an 

j old graveyard, the graves in which had been levelled when the 

^ French burned the suburb, thirteen years before. But tho 

Chinese argued that the tradition of the place had not been lost, 

that it was still sacred. It is, however, very likely that the 

j memory of the destruction of their property in the conflagration 

of I8G0 still rankled in the minds of the Chinese, and w^as the 

real cause of the outbreak. 

The French Consul -General showed great imbicility, he 
promptly betook himself to a place of safety, leaving his 



V 

74 The Story of Shanghai. 

compatriots and others to look after themselves and the secaritj 
of the Concession. And on the day after the rioting he issued s 
notification which virtaally conceded everything the Chinese 
demanded. The Manicipal Coancil refased to reconsider the 
qaestion of the roads, till the tendency to rioting had disappeared 
and compensation had been made. Farther, it expressed its 
opinion that the riots might have been avoided if the Consal* 
General had taken a more energetic attitnde. Nearly all the 
onofBcial Frenchmen and Swiss protested against his condact| 
on which he petalantly withdrew his consalar protection from 
the latter. 

iThe changes which had taken place in the Settlement, and 
on its relations to the enter world, since 1870, have been consi* 
dorable, bat they have been quietly effected. The place was 
pat in telegraphic communication with all parts of the globe to 
which there are cables and lines in 1871 ; telephones and electrio 
lights have been introdaced, and other improvements carried 
out. The business of the port has undergone considerable 
change. For instance, the year 1872 saw the commencement of 
the China Merchants* Steam Navigation Company, by the 
purchase of the Aden^ which was the first steamer to leave 
Shanghai under the Chinese flag. This company had beea 
formed shortly before, by the favour of Li Hang-chang, Viceroy 
of Chihli. One of his objects in founding it was to train sailors 
for the fleet he intended to build; another was to obtain the 
freight which was paid on the tribute rice ; another to shew the 
world that Chinese merchants were able to manage such com- 
panies as ;T'ell as foreigners could, and might therefore obtain 
possession in a short time of the carrying trade of their country. 
It might also help nearer the day for which nearly all Chinese 
hope, when foreigners will leave, or be expelled from China\ 

Chinese merchants would have little to do with the com« 
pany, but some natives who had been brokers and compradores 
to foreign houses joined it, and with a few ofi&cials became its 
management. Large loans were obtained from the Ch>vemment 
and native bankers, to take the place of the capital which was 
not forthcoming, wealthy Chinese shewing on this, as on several 
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snbseqaent occasions, tliat tbej will not tniRt tbeir officials. 
The company purchased many steamers, bat its affairs were 
corraptlj and ignoranti/ manap^ed. It received freights for the 
Government rice far above the market rates ; duties were modi- 
fied in favour of Chinese who shipped bj the line; but it was 
unsuccessful for many years. However, in 1877 it purchased 
the steamers, wharves, etc. of the Shanghai Steam Navigation 
Company, for two millions of taels, but that did not improve ita 
position, and in a few years it was on the verge of ruin. The 
official element in its management was reduced in ISSl, and 
this saved the company. At the beginning of the troubles with 
France, in 1884, its steamers were transferred to the American 
flag, and placed under the management of Messrs. Russell S 
Co.; but they returned to Chinese hands in the following year. | 

A long standing source of irritation was got rid of in 187a 
when the Municipal Council purchased the bridge over the 
Soochow Creek from its proprietors. These persons had been 
exacting tolls for many year), from foreigners and natives alikoi 
although they had no right to make any such charge. They 
claimed that a charter, which the Taotai had given in 1854, 
gave them the right, but it only conferred on them the monopoly 
of building bridges over the creek for twenty-five years. The 
increase in the population of the Settlements had made the bridge 
so profitable that the shareholders refused to sell for many 
years, and until the Municipal Council established a free bridge 
beside it. This was a bold step for the Council to take, but the 
Bridge Company was so detested that it is probable the com- 
munity would have supported the Council in any steps it had 
seen fit to take to get rid of the tollsj 

The new British Consulate, which replaced the original 
building that was burned at the end of 1870, was opened in 
1873. The design was the same as that of the previous building 
— one of the handsomest in China, — but its effect was consider- 
ably spoiled by the elevation being lowered a few feet.) 

Much excitement, and some amusement, was caused in 1875 
by the publication of a memorandum on the Woosnng Bar from 
the pen of Mr. Robert, now Sir Robert Hart, the Inspector 
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General of Casiozns. It doomed Shanghai to commercial 
destrnction. The Settlements, he said, wonld have certainly 
ten, perhaps twenty or thirty years of safficient commercial 
status to make it worth while to prevent the river being blocked 
up. ^'In twenty years time Chinkiang will have taken the place 
of Shanghai as a semi-terminns and transhipment port. In ten 
or twenty years the competition of Chinese steamers will have 
swept the foreign flags from the coasting trade, and displayed 
the Chinese ooloars in London and Liverpool docks." These 
excilting prophecies of evil to his countrymen are as yet an- 
fulfilled, except that one steamer with Chinese flag sailed from 
Shanghai for London some years ago, a costly experiment which 
has not been repeated, and that another went to Newcastle with 
the crews of some ganboats which were bailt on the Tyne. 

tn 1874 a namber of residents combined for the purpose of 
constructing a small railway, an experimental line between 
Shanghai and Woosung, and on the 30th June, 1876, the little 
railway* was opened as far as Kong-wan, a distance of four and 
a-half miles, which it accomplished in seventeen minutes. The 
train conveyed a hundred and sixty passengers, who drank 
prosperity to the enterprise at the terminus, to Mr. G. J. Morrison, 
the Engineer of the line, and Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., 
who had become connected with it. The toast, and the cheers 
which followed them, were, the newspaper said, '* the only 
ceremonial observed on a day that certainly marks the com- 
mencement of a new era in China." The era was smothered in 
its infancy.] 

U)nr'ng the few months this railway was open, the Chinese 
of the district, and others from considerable distances, flocked to 
ride on it, in excited and pleased crowds. But the animosity of 
the officials to it as an innovation, which would have been active 
in any case, was increased by the manner in which the land on 
which it was built had been obtained. The permission of the 
Viceroy to make the line had not been asked, and the Taotai's 
sanction to the making of a driving road was, he contended, not 
meant to cover the construction and running of a railway. 

* Its gaugp wiis 2 fct>t 6 inches, nnd its total length about 9 luilet. 
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rihe line was soon closed, and was not reopened until tlie 
1st December, bj which time Mr. Mayers, Chinese Secretarj to 
the British Legation, acting under orders of Sir Thomas Wade, 
had negotiated its sale to tlie Chinese. The terms were that it 
was to be ran for a year from the 1st October, 1876, at the 
expiry of which time it was to be taken over bj the Chinese 
aathoritics, its valao being ascertained by the investigation of 
the accounts. ^ Compensation for a soldier who had committed 
snicide by placing himself between the metals before an ap* 
preaching train, was to be paid by the company. /All the 
stipulations were dnly carried ont^ and the shareholders finally 
received Tls. 285,000, which is said to have barely covered their 
outlay. I 

When the close day arrived, immense crowds of Chinese 
assembled at the stations, and at different points on the line, to 
see the last train run, and if possible get a ride on it. At some 
places it seemed as if the whole population had turned out, and, 
as the train passed, the people maintained a dead silence. /The 
railway was handed over to the Mixed Court Magistrate Chdn, 
an expectant Taotai, and twelve mandarins of high grade. And 
these dolts, unlike the common folk, shewed their contempt for 
the railway by refusing to make use of it on their inspection of 
the line. They travelled over it in their rickety, shabby sedan 
chairs. When the officials obtained possession of the line, they 
tore up the rails, took the engines and carriages to pieces, and 
obliterated, as far as was possible, all traces of the railway.* The 
plant was sent to Formosa, where it lay on a sea beach nntil 
1883 when at least part of it was brought back here and 
transhipped to the north.) 

The trains ran for about twelve months altogether and 
carried 187,876 passengers, who paid fares, besides many who 
availed of the free days, and the receipts were $42,014.02, or 5 
per cent, over a dollar per train mile. To shew the difference 



* It is only fair to say that the roaJvray was allowed to remain at a 
public carriage roa<l, and the bridges have been kept up bv the Taotai, 
mainly, no doubt, for the convenience of communication with the forts at 
VVooauDg. 
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between China and Japan at that time and, to a large extent, 
even now, the railway to Wocsong was taken np bj the Chinese 
a few months after the Emperor of Japan had opened the Kioto 
rail|iTaj.| 

As far as Shanghai is concerned, railways remain an nnfnl- 
filled hope; like many an abortive scheme of former residents, 
snch as an exchange — a prospectas of which was drawn np in 
1852 — proper Mnnicipal-baildings, a sanitarinm on one of the 
islands at the month of the Yangtze, a swimming bath, tram- 
ways, manufactories and mining.^ 

The two sons of the Prince of Wales, Princes Albert Victor 
and George visited the Settlement in December, 1881. 

'Twice daring the last ton years the commerce of Shanghai 
has snlTcrcd from political caases. The first time was in 1880, 
during the dispnto with Russia aboat Hi and Kuldja, and the 
second in 1883 to 1885 when the French fleet was on the coast. 
On tho latter period large nnmbcrs of Chinese left the Settle- 
ments, and trade was much restricted. But when peace was 
made, the natives regained confidence, trade revived, and gra- 
dually the Chinese came back, accompanied by many others. 
A great benefit was bestowed on the public by the establishment 
of the Water Works, which was authorised by the ratepayers in 
1881. His Excellency Li Hung-chang, who was in the Settle- 
ment in 1883, endeavouring to negotiate on Tongking affairs 
with M. Patrcnotre, the French Minister to China, turned on the 
first water at the Company's works, and showed great interest 
in the enterprise, lie also drove to Messrs. Russell & Co.'s 
filatures and to the Country Club, where he saw ladies and 
gentlemen amusing themselves. In that and the following year 
the Viceroy of the Liang-kiang and H.E. Tso Tsung-tang visited 
the Settlement, the former making another attempt to negotiate 
peace with the French Minister.] 

During tho troubles with Franco the Chinese authorities 
and people did not interfere with the French residents, and the 
neninility of tho port was insured by a proclHniation from the 
French Admiral that their fleet would not attack Woosnng. 
But tho Taotai, acting under instructions from the Viceroy, 



o 



The New mid Present Shanghai. 79 

caased a wooden corvette and several old janks and lorcbas to 
be towed to Woosang, and loaded with stones, with the intention 
of having them sank in the narrowest part of the channel. At 
the argent remonstrances of the Consols for the Treaty Powers 
these orders were rescinded. 

/Since the close of these troables the Settlements have re« 
covered their former prosperity and liave been considerably 
enlarged. The only event worth noting, which has occnrred in 
these years, is the celebration of the Jabilee of Her Llajesty 
Qacen Victoria, which was held on the 21st Jane, 1887. Bai 
the weather was so rainy that the illaminations, fire works and 
procession were postponed till the following Saturday.) 



80 The Story of Shanghai. 



CHAPTER VII. 

RETROSPECTIVE. 

.Tns events which occarred between the middle of 1860 and the 
end of 18G3 had completelj changed, not only the appearance of 
the Settlements but to a large extent the chai*acter of their 
commercial life and their residents. A large China town had 
been bnilt ronud and among the houses of the old quiet 
Settlement ; the river banks, beside the citj on Hongkew and on 
Footang, had been lined with wharves, alongside of which 
steamers from the river, the coast, Japan and Europe loaded and 
discharged their cargoes. The leisurely air which the old 
Settlement wore had been succeeded bj feverish bustle in 
business, and extravagance in private life, f 

There was a great deal of speculation in Shanghai as there 
was almost everywhere in these years. The civil war in America 
fed its flame when speculation in land began to languish. A 
large trade in Chinese cotton to Europe sprang up suddenly in 
Shanghai and the northern ports, and soon attained large 
figures.* The condition of this and neighbouring provinces, 
v;here agriculture was suspended while the rebels were in them, 
nee >6sitated the importation of large quantities of rice, and the 
operations against the rebels stimulated honest trade in some 
directions, but at the same time a great deal of money was 
dishonestly made by those who supplied the enemy with arms 
and munitions of war. 

A few notes on the shipping trade of the port will show 
very clearly how great the expansion of business was in 1862. 
At the beginning of the year there were only seventy square- 
rigged ships in port; in September there were two hundred and 

* The value of the cotton exported from Shanghai to Europe in 186S 
was about £3,200,00a 
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ninetj — many of them of large size — at one time, bat tbia 
namber gradaallj fell to a handred and seyenty-eigbt at tbe end 
of tbe year. And as tbe great increase io sbipping trade took 
place between Jnne and September it proves tbe snddennesa with 
w'blcb commerce expanded. Again, tbe Costoms' daties collected 
at tbe port in 18G1 wereTls. 2,490,819 and in 18C2 TIs. 3,370,114,» 
an increase of TIs. 879,295 or, in ronnd numbers, 30 per cent., 
bnt some of tliis improvement may have been due to tbe 
enbanccd price of cott^m manafactnres. Tbe number of sbips 
entered inwards was 2,206, tbeir tonnage being 891,352, and 
oatwards 2,370 vessels of 923,070 tons. 

•Many of tbo sbips trading to Cbiua at tbat time and nntil 
after tbe opening of tbe Suez Canal were clippers boilt to make 
swift passages, tbe competitors in tbe ocean tea contests. It is 
not likely tbat sncb fine vessels will ever again give to tbe 
Haang-pn tbo animated appearance it bad in tbose days. 

I To provide for tbo sadden expansion of trade, new capital 
was introdaced, and tbe foreign banks were in 1860 asked to 
make loans and discount bills for tbe first time in tbe existence 
of tbe Settlement. Tbcro bad no doubt been borrowing from 
native banks long before tbls, but tbat was quite in accordance 
witb Canton custom, wbereas sncb transactions with foreign 
bankers would bave been considered infra dignitatem. Tbe profits 
on tbis now basiness were so large — twelve per cent, being tbe 
rato cbarged on tbe best socarities, sucb as Mexican dollars-— 
tbat tbe banks already in existence extended tbeir business, and 
otbers bastcned to establisb tbemsclves in tbis golden Settlement. 
And as it was not always possible to employ large snmsatinterest, 
in tbe ordinary business of tbe place, no matter at wbat bigh 
pressure tbe coacb migbt be driven, tbe banks soon beg^n to 
encourage wild business, and even to suggest it to tbeir 
customers. 

Bnt tbe wildest speculation was in land. Wbcn tbe country 
people poured into tbe Settlement in 1860, tbere was a 
considerable rise in tbe value of all land, but wben anotber and 

* The total revenue of Shanghai in 1S88 was TU. 6,169,738.— 
^ustom$ Bet urns of Trade 1888. 
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mach larger inflax occarred in 1802, enormoas prices were giFcn 
for lots and oatljing fields, Tvhich were at once covered with 
flimsj Chinese houses, that were occnpied as soon as thej were 
roofed. The Chinese proprietors of these lands were practically 
unprotected hj their own aathorities, who were either trcmhling 
in the citj, or too hnsy in extracting money from their wealthy 
conn try men to care for the complaints of poor men. Thas, when 
an nnscrapnloos foreigner desired to possess himself of the 
land of a native, he employed a corrapt minor ofHcial, who 
ballied the proprietor into selling. When one lot had been 
secared in this way, the right of pre-emption was exercised and 
more land acquired. And in this way speculators, who wereT 
not scrupulous, made themselves rich men in a few months, for 
rentals of Chinese houses were then very high. Some idea will 
bo obtained of the results of the speculation of 1862 from the 
following scntcncQS taken from the North-China Herald : — " All 
speculations, it said, had turned oui well; 100, 1,000, in 
some cases 10,000 fold had been made, and it had been the 
exception to enter on a speculation that had not paid. Nor had 
profit been confined to a few.*' When we remember this it will 
not be thought surprising that extravagance of living became s 
characteristic of the large majority of the residenta. And not 
only had merchants, land-owners and speculators been suddenly 
enriched, but hundreds of other people with good incomes were 
added to the population, either permanently or for a time. 
Money was abundant ; it was easily made and lightly spent in 
many cases. I 

I CMnese followed the times with as much zest as foreigners. 
Many of the rich refugees entered on various ventures and 
speculations. But there was one form of gambling which, more 
than any other, approved itself to the Chinese, and that was 
buying and selling Mexican dollars, on time. There was s 
regular dollar exchange held several times during the day and 
evening until late at night. There a large, noisy and excited 
crowd of bankers, merchants, shroits, and others bought and 
sold "clean" — that is, coin withont a scratch, stamp or any flaw 
on it, and bright in appearance — Mexican dollars to any extent. 
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At certain periods there were settlemenis, just as upon ih« 
stock exchanges in Europe and America, and as mnch ingenaity 
was shewn in Shanghai to raise or lower the price as is displayed 
hy the halls and bears of other coantries. All classes of Chinese 
took part in this speculative mania, and millions of dollars, on 
paper, were bought and sold every day, and sometimes many 
times a day. Although only Chinese attended the dollar exchage, 
which for several reasons was not an agreeable place to western 
people, many foreigners, ladies and gentlemen, participated in 
the speculations on it. Almost everyone was " in dollars** or 
" bearing" them. 

•All kinds of places of amusement and pleasure sprang ap 
and flourished ; at least one rouge et noir table was openedi while 
generally high gambling took the place of the modest stakes 
that had hitherto been the rule among foreigners. Plunging at 
the races became common, with disastrous effects in many 
instances. The cost of living was enormously increased because 
of the reckless extravagance which prevailed, high rents, and 
the exorbitant wages demanded by servants, who were in great 
demand for the ontports. The morale of society generally was 
decidedly iajurcd by all this, but there were always counteracting 
elements that kept the ship of the community and social life 
safe. 

Sanitation had to bo attended to, and the drainage scheme 
of 1802 cost a large sum and was a failure ; a police force was 
necessary, but the materials out of which one could be formed 
were cither bad or indifferent; new streets had be hurriedly laid 
out and the old ones in the business part of the Settlement were 
at that time in a condition almost inconceivable to residents of 
the present day/ After a few hours* rain they became ordinary 
Shanghai mud. Those people whose business obliged them to 
go about wore boots which reached half way up the thighs, as 
ordinary boots and shoes would have been dragged off the feet 
by the sticky tenacious mud. The streets were lit by little oil 
lamps far apart'; the river, which supplied all the drinking 
water of the Settlement, often bore corpses from the districts 
where fighting or beheading was going on. ^Therefore the 
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I establishment of a Waterworks Company was talked off, and 
samples of the river and creek water, taken from different places, 
were sent to England and Bombay for analysis. Bat Shanghai 
w^as to be withoat a Waterworks Co. for nearly twenty years 
longer, for some things come slowly in China. So bad were 
things Manicipul in and about 1862 that I find the Model 
Settlement, as some one had called it, described in the news- 
paper as a hotbed of every conceivable abomination, a large 
portion of it being nnfit for human habitation. The machinery 
of Municipal government had broken down; the Council had 
not sufficient power to deal with the large and overcrowded 
districts. Their endeavours to obtain this power are related in 
another chapter ; while the growth of the new Shanghai, that 
followed on the excited period which ended in 1866, has also been 
traced.] 

While Shanghai has been growing in importance, its institu- 
tions and amusements have had their feeble share of attention, 
and an account of some of these will be interesting. But in 
several cases the early records have been lost or destroyed by 
fire. 

|We saw the arrival of some Protestant missionaries soon 
after the port was opened for foreign residence and trade. They 
were few, but they have largely increased both in numbers and 
influence in the intervening years. It appears from statistics, 
which were published in 1887, that there were then nineteen 
missionary chapels — there are now twenty, at least, — in the 
Settlement, the city, and neighbourhood ; there are twenty 
schools for boys and girls, and four hospitals. All these are 
carried on by English and American missions. Besides these 
twenty schools there are five others where a higher education 
and board is given to Chinese boys and girls, and there is St. 
John's College, Jessfield, where Chinese youths are educated for 
the Protestant ministry or receive a sound secular education, 
while the latter can also be had at the University. In almost 
all these institutions instruction is given in English and Chinese, 
and in all of them the Christian religion is taught. The London 
Mission und the American Episcopal Mission do much work in 
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the coantrj districts, and two otlier Societies have branch 
missions at Sangkiang and Nanziang, while weekly classes for 
women are held at five places in the city and Settlement.] 

|rhe Roman Catholic Missions maintain thirty-three schools 
for boys and thirty-nine for girls in tbe Settlement and neigh- 
boarhood. These are nine at St. Joseph's, on the French 
Concession, wbere there were, on the 30th Jane last year, 91 boys 
and 371 girls ; fonr of the Sacred Heart, in Hongkew, with 250 
boys and 26 girls ; foar in the city with 31 1 bojs and 57 girls ; 
twentj-one at Tong-ka-doo with 221 bojs and 189 girls, and 34 
at Sickawei with 409 boys and 328 girls ; or, in all, seventy-two 
schools where 1,282 bojs and 971 girls were being edacatcd last 
8ammer.\ 

There are also some private schools for the children of 
foreigners ; an Eurasian School and the French Orphanage, 
where children of mixed parentage arobroaght ap and edacated. 
Both these receive grants from the Municipality, and a Children's 
Home, for the orphans of foreigners and others, has been opened 
this year nnder Protestant supervision. The French Municipal 
Council established a school a few years since where Chinese are 
taught the French and their own language. Until recent years 
there were serious dcRcieuces in the education provided for 
foreign children, but these have now been very greatly remedied. 
1 The Shanghai Libmry was instituted in 1846. The collec- 
tion of books in it is the most numerous and best in China, but 
it has rivals in the Settlement and has several times been in diffi- 
culties. The Municipal Council gives it a small annual grant, 
in coiisidenitiou of the readiug-roooi being open to the public. 
Probably the theatre is as old an institution as the Library, 
but 1 am unable to say when the first Amateur Company 
performed in Shanghai, as tbe records of the A.D.C. were 
burned some years since. But in 1850 the " new" theatre was 
opened, probably in some godown that happened to be available. 
For many years afterwards, until, indeed, the opening of another 
new theatre, and this time a real one, in 1867, the performances 
were given in godowns.| That Lyceum was burned in 1871, and 
the building of the present Lyceum was commenced as soon as 
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snfficient fands were collected. It was opened on the 25th 
Janaary, 1874, with the farce of " Incompatibility of Temper** 
and the comedy of *' Masks and Faces." The Clab Concordia 
and a dramatic society, of French ladies and gentlemen baye 
also giron representations from time to time. And the Shanghai 
Rangers ga7e several theatrical performances when the force 
was in its yoath. 

When the Royal Asiatic Society had been established ia 
Hongkong a few gentlemen formed here the Shanghai Literary 
and Scientific Society. This was in 1857, and in the following 
year it was affiliated with the Royal Asiatic Society, a step which 
the Editorial Committee say in their introdaction to the report 
for 1859 was always contemplated. The Royal Asiatic does not 
seem to have been very prosperons at first, for we learn that it 
was resuscitated in 1864, after having been dormant for some 
three years. Aboat the same time when the Royal Asiatic was 
brought back to life, the first Debating Society was formed, bat 
it only lasted for two or three years, probably expiring in the 
gloom which set in in 1866. Bat a vigorous successor took the 
field some years ago, under the title of the Shanghai Literary 
and Debating Society, which has added readings and concerts 
to its scheme, and these have been very successful. There is 
also a Museum attached to the Royal Asiatic Society and a 
Polytechnic for Chinese. 

A great deal has been done for many institutions in the 
Settlement by the trustees of the Recreation Fund. But for 
the too liberal loans which they gave to the Shanghai Club, that 
institution would either have died in its infancy or been com* 
pletod with some regard to common sense. But these loans 
were made in the wild days, and since then the Recreation Fund 
has done good service. For a time, however, its affairs were 
in great disorder and there were considerable doubts in the 
public mind as to whether the Fund had a real existence, and 
if it had, who were its trustees, or were there any trustees at 
all. Gradually its afFairs were arranged, and the yearly accounts 
which have been published show that it has been doing mach 
good. 



Retrospective. 87 

\ The Fand was created in 1862, when some Und within the 
old Race Coarse was sold. This land had hoen purchased at 
the end of I860,* and laid oat as a Recreation Qroand at s cost, 
inclading the parchase mono/ of Taels 4,421.34. This mone/ 
and a few handrod taels more had been provided by the issne of 
shares, which were snbscribed for bj some fifty residents. The 
Talae of the land having enormoosly increased in 1861 and 
1862, it was considered advisable to sell it, and this was donoi 
with the nnanimoos consent of the shareholders, for Tls. 49,425 
on the 19th Febrnary, 1863. This snm constituted the Reorea« 
tion Fand. With part of it 430 mow of land, in the middle of 
the Race Coarse, about ten times the size of the original Recrea- 
tion Ground, were purchased for Tls. 12,500. This land has 
since been devoted to the formation of a Cricket and an Athletio 
Ground and several other out-door amu5K)ments.t The Fund has 
also assisted with loans the Lyceum Theatre, the Museum, the 
Shanghai Library, the Cricket and the Rowing Club, and last 
but not least, the Shanghai Club. To the last-named institutioil 
a large loan was given early in the existence of the Recreatioa 
Fand, which is still outstanding. ! 

] The Recreation Fand was a free gift to the community of 
the Tls. 49,000 which the land purchased in 1860 sold for. It 
was a very generous gift and has been highly esteemed.! 

I There were races in Shanghai from the early days of the 
Settlement ;'the first coarse comprised the Cathedral compound, 
and some adjacent land, the second was on the east side of 
Maddy-flat, and the third between Thibet Road to the south and 
the Sinza Road to the north and from the Defence Creek to 
some distance down the present Maloo. In the early days the 
afternoon's sport lasted a coaple of hours, and consisted of pony 
races, in some cases in heats. After that time Arab and Australian 

* It waa 34 moWt ^fnn^ 5 Zee, originally, hut was afterwards hicreosed 
to over 40 mow^ in the centre of the Race Course, and the first cost was 
$2,245.75 The gentlemen who bought the land for public purposes wer« 
R. C. Antrobus, Jas. Whittall, A. F. Hoard and H. W. Dent, and they 
executed a Trust Deed in 18G1, in which they undertook to hold the 
ground for the sliarcholders who took it over from tliem. 

t The whole laud withiu the Race Course is now the property of the 
Fund. 
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horses, and Manila and Indian ponies were raced. In 1862 
English -bred horses appeared on the scene, and daring the next 
two years several of them took part in the races. Professional 
jockies were then allowed to ride. The extravagance of that 
period, to which I have adverted, was not confined to Shanghai, 
other places in China being affected by it, thoagh not to the 
same extent. The Settlement and the Colony were then mach 
more closely connected in business than they have been for some 
years past, many firms trading in both places. Hence, when 
the partners in Shanghai made large profits in 1860 to 1862, 
the partners in Hongkong received their share of them. For 
some years before this time the challenge cap — to be won by 
the same stable two years in saccession — had been raced for in 
Hongkong, the partners in the two largest English firms in 
China being the chief competitors. As soon as one of these 
stables won the cup, the other sent to England for a better horse 
to save the cap next year, and sometimes both did so. This 
brought really good thorongh-brcd English horses to Hongkong, 
and as neither stable won twice running, a great deal of money 
was spent on the race. Some, indeed most, of these horses, and 
several high class Australians and Arabs, came to Shanghai in 
1863 and 1864, and as other people ran less expensive horses, 
and as there were several regiments in Shanghai at that time, the 
race meetings were very good. A challenge cnp for all horses 
was instituted here, the race having the same conditions as in 
Hongkong. It was won in 1862 and 1863 by the Pao-shun 
stable, and the cap was not renewed. Racing was carried on 
with great spirit in Shanghai, and was at its height in 1864 
when, not only were the fields good but the riding was better 
and almost everyone turned out to see the sports. The grand 
stAud was then gay with ladies* dresses ; largo private) luncheons 
were given within the enclosure ; a general gaiety was abroad, 
while the road was enlivened by many four-in-hands and almost 
every other kind of carriage. Some of the English and Colonial 
horses which came to China early in the sixties were racing in 
Shanghai at the autumn meeting of 1868, since which time, I 
think that only China ponies have competed. 
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Paper-hanting is not sacb an old sport in Shangbai as 
racing. Bat not long after the Triads were suppressed in 185$, 
small parties of men used to ride across country from one point 
to another, as in the first form of steeplechasing. And after the 
Taiping rebels were driven away from the neigbonrbood of tbe 
Settlement, some of tbe residents and officers of tbe regiments 
wbicb were stationed in Shanghai began to go paper-bnnting, 
as had been done in tbe Crimea — where it was made a sabsti- 
tnte for fox banting — and in India. They rode out on Satnrday 
afternoons, and sent away one of their number as fox, who laid 
the paper, and after a certain start bad been given bim the 
others made after the fox and chased bim until they caught him, 
there being no finishing place, as at present. After a year or 
two the foxes wore red or scarlet cowls on their beads and 
sbouldera, so that they might be distinguished at a greater 
distance. For some seasons the fields were not large, but in later 
years there have been a great number of riders, and the finish, 
especially at favourite places, atti*acts large crowds of specta- 
tors. The first paper hunt was run in December 1863, after the 
rebels had been driven away, and was won by Mr. Augustus 
Broom on ^fud^ and the second by Mr. R. H. Gore- Booth on 
Bogtrotter, who won the Griffins* Plate at the next spring meeting. 
This pony was raced here down to the end of 1868, and pulled 
a carriage for some years longer. I have been unable to 
ascertain when the change was made to the present system of 
finishes at certain places, as the records of the Club have been 
lost. But it was so flourishing in 1867 that Mr. Markham, the 
Master, said at a hunt dinner that be hoped a pack of drag 
hounds wonld be under way by next year. Some years elapsed 
before a pack of drag hounds arrived here from the Dumfrie- 
shire kennels, but not in connection with the Paper Hunt. Tbe 
bunt meets daring the winter months. Some twenty-five years 
ago Mr. H. C. Antrobus bronght out a pack of beagles, which 
were hnnted, on foot, once a week and their markings can still 
be seen on dogs here. 

A Foot Piiper Ilunt flourished for a year or two, but was 
disbanded in 1808, when it was resolved to purchase a cup with 
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the f ands on hand and have a final rnn for it ; but I cannot 
find anj record of the ran. The mcmbcra generally ran from 
seven to ten miles across conntry and a favonrite finish was over 
the big grand stand jump which was then wider than it is 
now, and was said to be sixteen feet. It was taken from the 
lower to the higher side. One famoas ran was from the old 
race coarse, across the Defence Greek, swimming, at the rear 
of the Horse Bazaar, away to Batt*s bangalow, and thence to 
the Hermitage, where some forty members dined together. 

|l'he firdt Cricket Clab was started either in 1860 or 1861,' 
and played on the groand within the old race coarse which was 
sold in Febraary 1863. In that year there was probably no 
groand on which the game coald be played and the Clab seems 
to have become dormant. For on the l^th September, 1863, a 
meeting of gentlemen, who were prolmbly members of it, passed 
a resolntion : *' That the old Clab may be considered to have 
died oat." A new Clab was then formed, which had eighty 
members by the end of 1864, and the new groand was reported 
to the annaal meeting in Febrnary 18^5 to be in very good 
order. Bat members of more dabs th:in the Cricket had a way 
of not paying their sabscriptions in those days, and from this, 
as well as other caoses, the Clab was in dinicnlties before the 
aatamn of that year and applied for assistance to the Recreation 
Fand. The Committee of that Fand had advanced over six 
thonsand six handred taels to make the cricket groand and pat 
np the railings which snrroand it. The right of the Recreation 
Fnnd to charge rent for the Cricket groand was dispnted for 
some j?ars, bat the claim has since been admitted. A lawn 
tennis groand has been added to the Cricket Club's attractions, 
and the open sitnatitm of the groand, and its rich grass make it 
in summer and aatamn one of the pleasantest resorts in the 
neighbourhood. 

Allowing seems to have been abont the earliest outdoor 
amnsemcut introduced into the Settlement as might be expected, 
seeing that the first comers were mostly Canton men, to whom 
the river had been almost their sole outdoor amusement. A 
regatta wa^ held in one of the early years, and again in 18o9, 
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bat the present Rowing Glab was not formed until aboat 
twentj-fivo years ago. Some of the contests for the inter- 
national eight have been very good — snch as the Scots 
against the English, the Germans against the English, and the 
Americans against the same, bat the favour in which lawn 
tennis is held has diminished alike the nnmbers of rowing men 
and the pablic interest in the regattas. Besides these clnbs or 
associations for outdoor sports and recreations there are a Yacht, 
a Rifle and a Racqnet Clab and it may be others. Of social 
dabs there are the Shanghai, the Country, the Concordia — the 
German Chib which was opened in 1866 with a supper to which 
many foreigners of other nationalities were invited, — the 
Portngnese, the Masonic, the Customs, and the Parsee. There 
are a few charitable societies, notably the St. Andrew's, the 
Ltiidies' Benevolent, and St. Vincent de Paul, a General Hospital 
for roreignei*s, two for Chinese, and the Margaret Williamson 
Hospital for women. 

Althongh the Fire Brigade was not estnblished for recrea- 
tive or social purposes, it has been conducted since its cstiiblish* 
mcnt twenty-two years ago with all the spirit and friendliness 
which are supposed to animate clubs. Its efliciency has been 
always very grcjit and highly appreciated by the community, 
both foreignei's and Chinese. In this department the Settlement 
and the French Concession work together in friendly rivalry 
and with the best effect.) 

\ The story of Shanghai would not be complete without 
some acconnt being given of its newspapers, past and pre* 
sent. The first number of the North-China Herald was published 
on the 3rd of Angast, 1850, and it has appeared weekly ever 
since. The North-China Daily News was originally the Dailif 
Shipping List^ which was published every morning and was 
in size something less than one-half of a page of the present 
morning paper. The LiH became the North-China Daily 
Neics on the 1st July, 18G4, but before then the Shanghai 
Daily Times had run a short career. It began on the I5th 
September, 1861, and closed in April of the following year. 
The Shanghai Recorder was another morning pu]>cr which 
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' appeared for a few years ; its stock was sold by anction on the 
19th Jannary, 1867. The Shanghai Courier was pablishod in 
the morning as well as in the evening in 1879, and continued 
its early issae for a year or so ; UEeho de Shanghai^ a French 
paper, was published in the morning for a few months in 1885, 
and 1886 ; and the Der Ostusiatische lAoyd has been issued in 
German, at first as a separate sheet in the morning, but latterly 
as a part of the Shanghai Courier in the evening. There have 
been several evening papers started in the Settlement. The 
first seems to have been the Evening Expresi^ which began in 
October, 1867, and ended exactly six months afterwards, to be 
succeeded by the Shanghai Courier which was founded by several 
gentlemen who did not share the Conservative politics of the 
Daily Newt. It still exists, and has for competitor the Shang* 
hai Mercury, The Temperance Union represents the party to 
which it owes its name. Several other papers have had a brief 
life as dailies and weeklies, and in English and French. One 
satirical paper called Puck flourished about fifteen years ago, 
and its irregular appearances were very much enjoyed. \ 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE SETTLEMENT. 

The first Land Regalaiions wcro dated the 29tli November, l&iS, 
two years after tbe formal opening of the port to foreign trade, 
and when onlj Great Britain had a Consulate in Shanghai. 
Thej were agreed npon bj Captain Balfoar, the Consul, and 
Kang ^loo-kec, Imperially appointed Intendant of Circuit of 
Soochow-fa, Sang-kiang-f a, and Tae-tsang-chow, and Superin- 
tendent of Castoms in the Province of Kiangsu. They provide 
for the manner in which land may be acquired by British 
merchants, within the limits set apart for them, which are said 
to be the groand between the north of the Yang-king-pang 
and south of Le-kea-chang, which was the lot of land bounded 
on the south by the present Peking Road. The Regulations 
said that a large road had at one time run along the bank 
of the river from the Yang-king-pang northwards, which 
was a towing path for the grain junks, but ** which subsequently 
could not be kept in repair from the sinking away of the banks." 
But '* as that portion is now rented out all the renters must 
repair and replace the road,'* of a width of 2 cJiang 5 ehih^ 
Canton Customs measurement, so that people may pass along at 
without crowding. jThe of&cers and men who urge on the grain 
junks and respectable tradesmen may use it, but not idlers and 
vagrants. Jetties may be erected to which merchants' boats 
may come, but private craft will not be allowed to anchor at 
them. ! 

Four largo roads were to be made in the Settlement : one 
North of the Custom House, one upon the Old Rope-walk, 
one South of the Four Lot Ground, one South of the Consular 
Lot. 
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The firsfc of these is Hankow Hoad, tbo second Kiakiang 
Road, the third Nanking Road, and the last the Peking Road of 
tho present time. A road running north and sonth was also to 
be reserved, " on tho west of the former Ningpo Warehouse," the 
site of which I have not ascertained. With the exception of Rope« 
walk Road, which was to be 2 chang 5 chih^ or twenty-five feet, 
these roads were to be 2 chang Castoms measarement in width, 
and jetties were to be constmcted on the beach where thej qo 
out to the river. There was also to be a reserve for two roads 
south of the Custom House, when land shall have been rented 
there, and we may remark in passing that ground by the river 
in that direction was then more valusible than in the northward 
part of the river side. 

Very careful provision was made for the protection of 
Chinese graves, which were thickly placed all over the Settlement. 
These, when in land rented by foreignei*8, must not to trampled 
on or destroyed ; -the established terms for sacrificing and 
sweeping at the tombs being seven days before and eight days 
after (total 15) at the Tsing Ming term, about April 5th ; at the 
summer solstice one day ; five days before and after the first of 
tho 10th month, and five days before and after the wintor 
solstice. *' On these occasions, the renters must not offer the natives 
any hindrance which would offend their feelings.'* A list of the 
graves in each lot was to be made out, thenceforth the Chinese 
must not bury in tho said lots. After foreign merchants shall 
have rented ground, they may build residences for their families 
and dependents, and warehouses for lawful merchandise ; they 
may orect churches, hospitals, charitable institutions, schools and 
houses of concourse,^ and they may likewise cultivate flowers, 
plant trees and make places of amusement. These provisions, 
some of them rather amusing, gave ample liberty to the little 
community which lived on the Settlement then, and for several 
years afterwards. Renters were also required to keep up 
bridges, maintain clean streets, which can scarcely have been a 
suggestion of the Intendant*s, and do other specified things, all 
tending to the welfare of the community. And if any foreigner, 

* Thedtrcs or Halls are probably meant. 
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other than British, desired to rent groand he mast first make 
" distinct application to the British Gonsnl, to know whether 
snch can be acceded to, so as to prevent misnnderstanding. 
Natives in the Settlements were prohibited from " renting to 
each other, nor may they again baild houses there for the 
purpose of renting to Chinese merchants.'* IThere were 
restrictions in the acquisition of land and on specnlation in it, 
which might have been retained with advantnge. No one was 
to have more than ten mow of land,* and if any one purchased 
land and did not build a residence and honses for the storage of 
goods, it will then be proper for the local anthorities and Gonsal, 
in commnnication together, to examine into the matter and 
take such land and allot it to some other party to rent. And 
there was a clanse intended to prevent specnlation in land^ 

It will be observed that only the limits North, South and 
East were defined in these Regulations, but it was Captaia 
Balfour's intention that a cross creek which ran on the line of 
Kinkiang Road should be the western limit of the Settlement. 
And he also meant from the first that the corner lands lying 
between the present Peking Road and the Soochow Creek to 
the north-east and the second road running sonth from the 
creek should be the site of the British Consulate. These lands 
were however then occupied by some government docks, about 
where the Lyceum Theatre now is, a battery where the Consulate 
stands, and docks belonging to a family named Le — hence the 
name Le-kea-chong, or work-sheds of the Le family. The 
Taotai resisted the inclusion of the government land and the 
Le family would not sell their property and therefore the 
limits of the Settlement were defined in the first Laud Regulations 
as bounded on the north by Le-ke'a-chong. 'In 184)6 and 
1848 Mr. Alcock entered into negotiations with the Chinese 
anthorities, and in the latter year he obtained the extension of 
the Settlement northward to the Soochow Ci'eek, part of it, at 
least, by purchase ; f and at the same time the other limits were 
defined as: the Yang-king-pang bridge, the S.E. corner; the 

* This had been abrogated before 1854. 

t TUe Consular lot wa.^ known for laaoy years as Le-kea-chong. 
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first ferry on the Soocbow Creek, the N.E. corner ; the month 
of the Chow-king Creek, the S.W. corner; the portion of the 
bank of the 8oocho>7 Creek^ where the dwelling Itouses of the 
Seu8 are, the N. W. corner. 

These limits, which may be tiken as all gronnd between the 
rircr and the present Dcfuiice Crcfk and the Yang-king-ining 
and the Soochow Creeks,* were notified by Wu Sam-qoa, Taotai 
in 1851, no previons intimation of them having been made, nor 
was anything disclosed abont Mr. Alcock*s negotiations in 1846, 
beyond a reference to them in the jLand Regalations of 185-i. 
There were maps attached io the agreement^ bnt they were 
never published, and the originals were barned in the city, 
when it was taken by the rebels in 1853. In this proclamation, 
it is said that merchants of all Western nations may bnild 
hoQses within these limits, under the express simction of the 
Emperor, which is very diftcreut from the language of the first 
Land Regulations, in which the Settlement is said to be wholly 
British. It was the intention of Captain Balfour that the 
Settlement should be British, his irritation when the United 
States flag was hoisted in it proves this, bnt Mr. Alcock stated 
in his speech to the Landrenters in 1854 that the British 
Government never considered the concession of the gronnd on 
which the Settlement was built, or the rights and privileges in it, 
as a meansof exclusion directed againstother foreigners, but as the 
readiest means of solving a diflUculty by anticipation. Before 1854, 
riti/ens of the United States had been elected on the Committee 
of IU>adH and Jetties, although there were then only eight or ten 
lomdrcnters of that nationality, all the others being British. 

So«m after the capture of the city by the Triads and other 
inxurgent.H in 1853, considerable numbers of Chinese came to 
renide in tlie British Settlement. They squatted on the north 
bank of the Yang-king-pang, on the lands which had been 
cleared for rusids, then in the conrse of construction, and also 
on plots in various parts of the Settlement. These Hqnattort 
were mostly {>e<»ple of bad character, who opened brothels and 
ganibliug houses, and the hnts in which they lived were chiefly 

*~Voi^CAiaa Ihruld *29th March of tliai jmi 
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coDstracted of matting and other inflammable materials. The 
Consols of tbe three Treatj Powers therefore addressed s 
despatch to Taotai Wa Sam-qua, earlj in 1854, pointing oat 
to him that the presence of these people, and <»£ some respectable 
Chinese, in the Settlement, made it necessary that new Land 
Regalatious shonld be fnimed. The Taotai replied that there 
was no chiase in the existing Land Regalations granting power 
to foreigners to build houses for Chinese, and that Chinese were 
prohibited from locating themselves within the Settlement. He 
went on to siij that the whole ueighboarhood of the Yang-king* 
pang was then crowded with Chinese, in which there was 
danger to merchants, as the good and bad were mixed np 
together^ 

The Consuls agreed with tlio Taotai, and offered to co-operate 
with the Chinese authorities, in order to give effect to the 
Treaties, by Applying {^ legal remedy to the evils which existed. 
tTliey sought to obt^iin power to do this by framing now Land 
llegulations, which were issued in July 1854, with the approval 
of the Taotai, and they were presented to a meeting of Land* 
renters on the 11th July.l Mr. Alcock explained, in a long 
speech, that *' they were aesigned to give that cosmopolitan 
community a legal stivtus ; an existence as a body capable of 
taking legal action, and of lending a legal sanction to measnres 
required for their defence, there must be some organisation to 
tako the power of a representative Conncil with Mnnicipal 
powers and authority. And one of tho first acts of such s 
municipality would be the legalisation of many measnrefl 
hitherto forced by a stern necessity npon the naval and civil 
authorities on the spot, which could not be justified on any 
principle of legality." |He further explained that under Art. X. 
of the new Regulations the Foreign Land renters were to 
have power to make provision for all Mnnicipal purposes, sach 
as taxation, the administration of funds, police, etc., throngh an 
elective ^Innicipal Council. 

\ The first article of the Land Regulations referred to ground 
held by the Chinese Goverimient and tho British Government 
within the Settlement, which was to be exempt from Municipal 
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control, bat the latter would pay all assessments. Land which 
might afterwards be acquired bj the Governments of France and 
the United States were to be excepted from Municipal contix)!. 
The mode of acquiring land from the Chinese proprietors; of 
selling it and of procuring title deeds; deeds of agreement or sale ; 
of surrendering land for public use ; that boundary stones were 
to be set up ; the payment of land tax ; the transfer of lots, the 
extent of lots, and the uses to which they might be applied 
were all provided for. The Consuls were to call a meeting at 
the beginning of each year, when assessments would bo made 
and other Municipal business transacted and when a Council, of 
not less than three Land renters would be chosen, which would 
levy the assessments, and conduct the affaii*s of the Settlement. 
The Council was to have power to sue in their Consular Court 
all who did not pay their rates, and when such defaulters had no 
Consul, the Intendant of Circuit '* shall upon application of the 
Road Committee, transmitted through the Foreign Consuls, 
recover from such defaulters the amounts due from them for 
Land Assessment or Wharfage Dues, and pay the same to the 
said Committee." ; It was evidently the intention of the Consuls 
who agreed upon the Land Regulations that the new Council 
should have full power to deal with all matters affecting the 
public interests, and the health and good order of the Settlements. 
For Mr. Alcock said that " it should take peremptory steps to 
stop the influx of Chinese, to remove all the houses blocking 
up (the road by) the Yang-king- pang, and other thoroughfares; 
or that are otherwise objectionable, for situation or the nses to 
which they are applied : brothels, opium and gambling shops, 
and such like, could have no pretension to fixity of tenure." 

' It soon appeared that the Consuls had not given the power 
to the Council* which the Landt*enters, at a meeting held soon 
after the above, called the Municipal Council, which they 
intended. For matters grew worse ; more Chinese flocked into 
the Settlement and opened disreputable houses. 

* The first Municipal Council consisted of Mr. W. Kay, Mr. £. 
Cunnhighum, the Rev. Dr. Medhurst, Mr. D. O. King, Mr. C. A. 
Fearon, Mr. J. iSkiuuer, and Mr. \V. S. Brown. 
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. Wa, or Sam-qaa, Taotai, had by tbe end of 1854 disap- 
peared from the scene, in official disgrace, and Lan held the 
acting appointment. When the Consuls addressed a despatch to 
him on the 25th Febrnarj, ;i855, in which they qnoted the 
sabstanco of what they had s:iia to his predecessors and his answer 
to them, Acting Taotai fjan replied, agreeing with everything 
the Consals said and enclosing a copy of a proclamation he had 
issued prohibiting Chinese from living in the Settlement ; pro- 
posing that new houses which had been built for Chinese, and 
which were considered objectionable, be removed, the difference 
between their cost and the sum received from the sale of their 
materials being repaid to the owners. Further, the acting 
Taotai said that Chinese tenants of foreign-owned houses could 
not be allowed to remain, and requested that the Consuls would 
give directions to the Municipal Council to see to the immediate 
removal of them. The Consuls, thereupon, forwarded copies of 
the correspondence and of the proclamation to the Municipal 
Council, which body replied a few days afterwards that it did 
not appear to them that such matters fell within the limits of 
their control, but the Council engaged *' to take immediate steps 
to suppress brothels and gambling houses, and to see to the 
removal of such buildings and parts of building as obstruct the 
public way."l 

Subsequently, on the 21st September, the Municipal Council 
intimated to the Consuls that they considered that even the 
limited action which they had promised to take exceeded their 
powers. Nothing was done, either by the Municipal Council or 
the Chinese, to remove the objectionable natives and their 
houses. As the Consuls said : — "Chinese authorities. Foreign Con« 
suls and the ^lunicipal Council were all agreed as to the existence 
of evils of great magnitude," and as to what should be done to 
abate them and prevent them increasing, but the Council would 
do nothing, nor did the Chinese who had received notice to remove, 
from " the proper authorities," show any disposition to stir, and 
foreigners continued to build houses for Chinese, of whom it is 
stated there were 20,000 or so in the Settlement, towards the 
close of 1854 — two years before there were not 500 of them. I 
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The Consuls tbereapou concerted measures with the Governor 
of the Province, and other Chinese authorities, and obtaining 
authority from the Chi-hicn, ejected most of the objectionable 
natives, and opened out the main thoroughfares by the removal 
of the buildings which obstructed them. The Consuls asked 
the permission of the acting Taotai to sell the whole of the 
vacant lots — nineteen in number — by public auction, to foreign 
renters, and to apply the proceeds of the sale to compensate the 
dispossessed Chinese. They also asked the acting Taotai to 
legalise by proclamation the residence of respectable Chinese 
within the Settlement. 

The acting Taotai agreed to all this, and his '* conditions 
for the residence of Chinese within the foreign limits" were 
published. These conditions set out by saying ** that no Chinese 
subject can acquire laud or rent or erect buildings within the 
Foreign Settlement, without having first obtained an authority 
under oQicial seal from the local authority, sanctioned by the 
Consols of the three Treaty Powers," and *' it has therefore 
been decided that a certain course shall be observed by any 
Chinese desiring to rent ground or houses within the said 
limits.'* These conditions refer only to the building of houses 
by a Chinese, the uses to which he intends to put them, to the 
giving security that he will keep duly registered at the otfiee of 
the local authority, and upon a board, to be hung up over the 
door of the house, the name and age of every inmate, under a 
penalty of $50 for the first offence and the cancellation of his 
license on a repetition of it ; '* and further that he will conform 
strictly to the Land Regulations, and contribute his share to any 
general assessments." The date of this was early in February 
1855, as it was covered by a despatch from the Taotai of the 
day. 

The Land Regulations had, in fact, completely failed as the 
moans of purging the Settlement of the disreputable Chinese, 
and it had become necessary to call in the Chinese authorities. 
All this occurred while the city was in the hand of insurgents, 
while the British were driving the Imperialists from their camps 
on the race course, and the French were bombarding the 
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ins argents in tlie city. No wonder there were mistakes made, 
or that the new Municipal Gcancil shoald complain in their first 
annnal report of the changing policy of the Consuls. 

The aathortty of the Municipal Council, under the Land 
Regulations of 1854, was impaired by the opinion of Her 
Majesty's legal officers in Hongkong, to whom they were 
submitted. These learned gentlemen denied the legal status of 
the Council, as it had been created by Consuls, who had no 
power in themselves to do anything of the kind, apparently 
considering the consent of the Chinese authorities as of no 
effect. The Municipal Council henceforth only took legal action 
through its creators, the Consuls, until its status and authority 
was clearly defined twenty-one years afterwards. 

The Landrcnters, at their meeting, unanimously instructed 
the Council to communicate with the Consuls as to incorporating^ 
Hongkew with the British Settlement, a matter which was 
deferred until 1863. They also authorised the taxation of 
Chiueso within the Settlement, with the consent of their 
authorities, which was given by the Taotai a few months 
afterwards. They also decided that all new roads shoald be 
forty feet wide.\ 

The autumn of 1851> was a time of great political activity in 
Shanghai. The Landrentei*s met again on the 11th November, 
and called on the Council to report their proceedings since 
their election — only four months before — and requested the 
Consuls of the threo Treaty Powers to ask the Chinese authori- 
ties to fulfil their promise tocontribute out of duties to the expenses 
of the Municipality, as ^Ir. Alcock had said they would do ; and 
they passed a resolution altering the franchise, so as to give any 
foreign resident a vote who paid fifty dollars or upwards of 
annual assessment, but not in addition to his vote under the 
existing qualification. Another meeting held seven days later 
set these resolutions aside, and desired tho ^luuicipal Council to 
continue the duties of their office for the time for which they 
were elected, governed solely by the resolutions passed at the 
meetings of the 11th July and the 17th October. The latter 
had only empowered the Council to raise $12,000, with which 



102 Tlte Slonj of Shanghai. 

to baild Police barracks, which was a barning qaestion at that 
time. We hear nothing more for several years of any proposal 
to admit Ratepayers to the safTi*agc, althoagh the resolution was 
broaght forward nnder the aaspices of Messrs. Jardine, Matheson 
& Co. and carried ananimoaslyj 

The doubts of the legality of the Land Regnlations were 
so genei^ally entertiined that in 1861 the Renters passed a 
r&solation recommending the Consals to apply to their respective 
governments for a proper legalisation of the Regulations. The 
British Foreign Oflice had then ordered the legalisation of the 
Regulations of 1854 ; but it does not appear that the other Con- 
suls did anything in the matter. 

When the Taiping rebels appeared in the neighbourhood of 
Shanghai, early in 1802, a Defence Committee of five residents 
was formed. These gentlemen addressed a letter to the ^lunicipal 
Council on the 20th June, after they had performed the special 
duties to which they had been ap|)ointcd. ' In this letter they 
said that the Municipal Government of the Settlement was 
insufficient in every way, and that the Municipal regnlations 
reqnired extension. What they suggested is sketched in the 
following paragraph of their letter: ** The plan of a free city, 
nnder the protectorate of the four* great Powers, whose interests 
bring them into close connection with this country, but exercising 
its own government through its own chosen officers, elected 
nnder a system of suffrage that shall give the controlling power 
to the owners of property — Chinese and Foreign — is that which 
is most consonant with public sentiment. A strong government 
could thu) bo formed, incorporating the city, its suburbs and the 
tract of country immediately surrounding into one, and a 
revenue could be raised and an authority exercised which would 
ensure order and safety, and make this the chief city of the 
empire." f 



• Tlicrc were the five Powers having Treaties with China: Great 
Britiiin, France, the Unitc<l States, I'russia and Russia. 

t XorthChina J/^m/d No. l»->7, 7th August, lS(i2. The Defence 
('oniniittrc, all of whom s|;;nc«l the k-tter, c*«»nMKtc«l of K«lwanl Cunningham* 
Jaiuctt Whittiill, Kdward Webb, J. I'ricnstly Tate, und Jauic^t Hogg. 
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[From ibis it appears that pablic sentiment in Shanghai 
wished, I might saj demanded, that not onlj the Settlements 
but the city and a district — which woald probably have been 
defined as the thirty miles radias — shonld be taken from China 
and placed under the protection of the four Great Powers. That 
such a suggestion expressed the views of the majority of 
residents is undoubted. It originated in the helpless condition of 
what then appeared to be the doomed government and dynasty, and 
in the feverish state of mind into which successful speculations 
and the most sanguine expectations for the future of the place, 
had thrown almost the entire conimnnityl A filibustering spirit 
was abroad and possessed even cool-headed men of business, 
preventing them from seeing how immoral and foolish was the 
sentiment of the community to which the Defence Committee 
gave shape and voice. 

The scheme of a free city, on such terms, was impracticable; 
but the necessity for a large measure of Municipal reform gave 
rise to a considerable correspondence in the newspapers^ The 
** Better Government of Shanghai'* became the question of the 
day. The Free City proposal was attacked and defended. One 
writer asked the pertinent question: If Shanghai is made a free 
city how can the Customs dues be collected ? a point which the 
prevailing sentiment of tlie Settlement had not taken into 
consideration, or, if it had done so, had probably dismissed it as 
having no weight, because the Government of China was unable to 
fulfil one and the most essential part of its Treaty engagements 
— the protection of foreigners. It is scarcely too much to say 
that in 18G2 the Impenal Government had no power in that 
part of the province of Kiangsu in which Shanghai lies, and 
that the power, or the sembLance of it-, which it had in some 
phicea, it entirely owed to foreign arms. And as the majority 
of residents in Shanghai were in an excited mental condition 
during this year, it is not surprising that the plunder of the 
Empire of China found favour. 

The ^[unicipal Council lost no time in calling a meeting of 
liquid renters. On the 8th September the Chairman of the 
Council read a statement of the Municipal affairs, and the 
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proposal for the better government of Shanghai to a not very 
nameroas meeting. The Coancil acknowledged that verj grave 
defects existed in Manicipal matters, and to remove the 
existing evils, they proposed to increase the staff, by engaging a 
competent Civil Engineer, a European Interpreter, and an olEcer 
to attend at the Castom Hoase, to take note of all goods 
shipped or landed, so that the Wharfage Daes wonld be better 
collected. They hoped to remedy the defective condition of the 
roads and sanitation, and the want of jetties, and proposed to take 
the Harboar Master's department in hand. The Council informed 
the meeting that new Land Regulations, a modification of those 
of 1854, had been drawn np by the Treaty Consuls and sent to 
Peking. It does not appear that the Council or the Land- 
renters were in any way consulted as to the changes which 
were proposed in the constitution of the Settlement. The 
Council had, however, seen these modifications and recom. 
mended them to the favourable considei*ation of the Land- 
renters.^ After describing how the Municipal Council were to 
make assessments, the Conncil referred to the failure of the 
Chinese Government to exercise its right of jurisdiction over 
foreigners of nationalities which had no Consul in Shanghai 
and over Chinese offenders. It had no hope of the Chinese 
officials undertaking these profitless duties, and did not consider 
it advisable to encourage their interference in the internal 
economy of the Settlement ; thns blaming them for not doing 
what the Council did not want them to do. The only satis- 
factory solution of this question, the Council said', would be for 
the Emperor of China to delegate his authority in such matters 
to the Municipal Council, under certain restrictions as to the 
penalties to be inforced. If this authority were obtained the 
Council would appoint a Magistrate and Interpreter, and 
it also thought it might be found necessary to appoint a 
permanent Chairman, or President, and a Treasurer, with 
good salaries, who would give all their time to the duties 
of their offices. And to provide for the extra charges which 
the proposed improvements would entail, the Council modestly 
coDsidciod that the Chinese Government should make an annual 
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contrtbation of not less than fifty thoasand taels oat of the 
Castoms daties. 

l^Ir. ^ledhnrst, then British Consal in Shanghai, who pre- 
Bided at tlie meeting, read an extract from a letter he had sent 
to the Hon. F. W. A. Bruce, H.M.'s Minister at Peking, in 
support of the reqnest of the Landrenters to have the Land 
Regulations revised. In this letter he referred to the whole streets 
of houses, fitted for native ose, which had been run np on the 
Settlement, in spite of the prohibition in the Land Regalations 
of 1854, and said that the western district was fast becoming 
a Chinese city, whose extent and population was taxing to the 
nttermost the time and powers of the l^Innicipal Council to pre- 
serve hiw and order. He thought that, before a Municipal 
breakdown occurred, the Land Regulations should be modified.! I 

The first modification proposed in the Land Regulations 
accepted the position taken np bj the French, who had lately 
withdrawn thoir Concession from the application of the Regula- 
tions, without reference to the Settlement, and had established 
Land Regulations of their own. Nevertheless, the French 
Consul had taken part in the consultations on the modifications. 
The second modification did awaj with the system of pre-emptions 
which had hitherto prevailed, and by means of which 
unprincipled foreigners had enriched themselves, when land 
began to rise in value, at the expense of the unprotected Chinese 
proprietors. The eight modifications which followed referred 
to matters affecting or pertaining to land, and were succeeded 
by one which was intended to place a check on the acquirement 
of land in the Settlement by Chinese. It ran : " Chinese 
subjects shall only bo allowed to rent or acquire land or buildings 
within the limits on the terms laid down in the ofiicial form 
of titio now in use.^ 

The alterations in the Regulations were merely supplementary 
to those of 1854, as the Consuls did not think it expedient to 
touch tho Regulations themselves, for however defective in 
themselves ** they were actually tlio basis on which our rights 
of properly and security were rested.^ 
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The meeting appointed a committee to consider the pro- 
posed* changes in the regulations, bat, before this bodj had 
made its report, Mr. Medharst called a special meeting of Land« 
renters, and pablished Mr. Brace's replies to his letters. Mr. 
Brace said that " the British Concession at Sh&nghai was neither 
a transfer nor a lease to the British Crown. It was simply an 
agreement that British sabjects shoold be allowed to acqairo 
land for their personal accommodation within a certain space, 
in order that thoj might have the advantage of living together. 
The land so acqaired remains Chinese . territory, it is sabjcct to 
the Liaod Tax, and if the jarisdiction of the Chinese Govern- 
ment over it is denied, it is denied because, in China, it was 
deemed essential for the secaritj of British trade that the person 
and establishment of the trader shoald be secured from molesta- 
tion.*' The acts of foreigners themselves had entirely altered 
the character of the concession, they have made it a Chinese 
city by bailding on it. It is now proposed to extra-territorialisa 
the Chinese in the Settlement, to tax them for Municipal pur- 
poses, and the Taotai is to be deprived of his power of judging and 
punishing, " except in cases in which the foreign head of the 
nation to which the owner of the property occupied belongs, 
permits to be brought before his tribunal." He reminded the 
community that the Chinese had never formally abandoned its 
right over its own subjects, nor had H.M. Government ever 
expressed any desire to exercise a protectorate over them. 

He did not understand what interest H.M. Government had 
in lending itself to a system which is unjustifiable in principle, 
and would be attended with endless embarassment and respon- 
sibility, and which the Chinese Government would never submit 
to willingly. He impressed on Mr. Medhnrst not to lend himself 
to any proposal which would lead however indirectly to such 
serious alterations in oar position in China, as are evidently 
contemplated by some of the residents in Shanghai. He was 
convinced H.M. Government would wish to see the limits of the 
so-called Concession reduced, so as to exclude the Chinese, 
rather th;«Q extended so as to embrace a larger number of 
them. 



1 
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On the 22nd Janaarj, 1863, be wrote again to Mr. Medbnnt 
that we had no right bj treaty to interfere between the Cbineso 
people and their aatborities ; that the words ** Sanctity of the 
British Concession*' have no meaning, and that we have no 
power to compel the Chinese who live within the so-termed 
Concession to pay any tax for local purposes, except with ih^ 
consent of their own authorities. 

He was inclined to think the whole system in Shanghai a 
mistake and oar management both extravagant and oppressive. 
Mr. Brace also said that the expense of defending the Settlement 
shonld be paid to H.M. Government before any local improve- 
ments were undertaken, which under other circumstances might 
be desirable. And 'Mf the assistance given by Great Britain at 
Shanghai entitles us to a voice in the matter of taxes, no distinc- 
tion ought to be made between the people in the Settlement and 
those in the city. There ought to be no difference in favour of 
the Settlement ; in fact, the accumulation of Chinese there is a 
great misfortune, and would make neutrality impossible, should 
the Government wish to leave Shanghai to take its chance.** 

These letters created a great sensation in Shanghai, and we 
hear no more of a Free City, surrounded by territory of its own 
and under the protection of the Great Powers. Mr. Bruce*8 
contention was that any taxes which the authorities placed upon 
Ucatives in the city might also be imposed by them on those in 
the Settlement. 

It would appear from the speech of the British Consul to 
the Land renters, when he read these letters from Mr. Brace, 
that a grctat many residents in Shanghai had supposed that the 
Settlement was a British Concession. These people took it for 
granted that it was subject to British law, and that all Chinese 
who lived in it were amenable to British jurisdiction. The 
letters bound British residents down to the provisions in the 
treaty, and they did away, said the Consul, with the Land 
Regulations as at present constituted. The renters appointed 
a committee to confer with the Consols and endeavonr to recast 
the Regnlations in such a form as would receive the support of 
the foreign and Chinese authorities. 



108 The Story of Shanghai. 

; la December of 1863 the Hongkew, or American, Settlement 
was formally incorporated with the so-called British Settlement. 
It3 residents were to pay half the cost of policing it, that 
being considered a fair proportion, as much of the expenditare 
nnder that head was owing to the largo namber of sailors who 
lived in the district. | 

^ It does not appear that the United States ever received any 
concession of what was called the American Settlement, or 
that it was specially sot apart for citizens of that country. No 
negotiations about the Settlement or lands in Hongkew ever 
took place between the representatives of the United States and 
the Chinese authorities. The treaty between China and the 
United States gave citizens of the latter the same right to 
acquire lands for residences and other purposes as was given 
nnder the British and French treaties, and this was made nse 
of, probably about 1850. Some years afterwards, the United 
States Consulate was established in Uongkew, and an American 
church and mission houses were built there, and hence the 
district became generally known as the American Settlement. \ 
The boundaries of Hongkew were settled in 1862, by Mr. 
Seward, U.S. Consul, and Hwang, Taotai of Soo, Sung and Tae, 
as follows: — The Soochow Creek from a point opposite the 
entrance of the Defence Canal to the Huangpu river, thence at 
low water mark to the month of the Creek entering the 
Huangpu near the lower limit of the anchorage called the 
Yangtze-pn, westward three It along the line of that creek, 
thence in a straight line to the point of beginning. 

Although what is called the French Concession was deli- 
mited by the Chinese authorities in 1849, no form of Municipal 
Government was instituted until 1862. Its affairs were adminis- ' 
tered during the interval by the Consuls-General. But the 
increase of the population, foreign and native, during 1860 and 
1861, and the extension of the Concession in these years*made it 
necessary to create a municipality. Accordingly, M. Edan, then 
Consul-General, called a meeting of Landrenters in the Con- 
cession on the 30th April, 1862, at which he appointed five 
members oi the Conscil d*Administration Municipale do la 
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Concession Fran9aise. These gentlemen accepted office, as from. 
the 1st of May, and held their first meeting on the 9th of thai 
month. The Landronters met annually after that time.l 

What was the position of the Consnl-General to the 
Municipal Council before Land Regulations were drawn np, will 
be seen from what occurred in 18G5. In October of that year a 
conflict took place between the Consnl-General and the Council^ 
which resulted in the resignation of all the members of the latter^ 
some of whom held that they were elected by the Landrenters, 
independently of Consular authority. The Consul-General, on 
the contrary, hold that tlicy were nominated by him, and merely 
approved by the Land renters. The first time the authority 
exercised by the Council came into collision with the powera 
with which the Consnl-General was envested, affairs came to a 
crisis. The Consnl-Goneral then dissolved tho Council* and 
appointed a commission of Landrenters, to carry on affairs until 
a new election could be held. 

The grounds on which the Vicomte Brenier de Montmorand^ 
who was then Consul-General, based his action were: I. — That 
the Council having been appointed by tho Consular anthoritj 
was dissoluble by the same: II. — That the Council had 
usurped the Consular power: III. — That it had convened a 
meeting of Landrenters in another building than the Consulate* 
General: and IV — That it had been guilty of maladminis- 
tration of affairs. It is stated with regard to the last charge, 
that tho Council had made serious mistakes ; it had arrested 
tho Cho-hicn at an inquest, and had commenced the bnilding of 
a bund on a plan which had been condemned by the English * 
surveyor. This bund had fallen in. Most people thought that 
the quarrel was more an affair of temper on both sides than a 
matter of principle. It is said, however, that the community 
in the Settlement generally supported the Consul-General, and 
this is to some extent borne out by the fact that at the meeting 
held on the 19th October, for the election of a Council, it was 
proposed by an English renter that the Consnl-General shonld 

• The Onincil was composed of E. Buissoiict, H. Meynard, R. 
Schmidt, J. S. Karon and C. Lcmaire. 
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exercise his power of nominating the new Council; and no 
opposition was offered to this. The Vicomte Brenier de Mont- 
morand had, in nominating the Coancil which he afterwards 
dissolved, onlj followed the example of his two predecessors in 
office, and none of the Conncillors so nominated had ohjected to 
the process. The Council considered tliej had the right to 
convene a meeting of Landrenters, without reference to the 
Consul -General, but the latter declared this to be contrary to the 
law of March, 1781, hj which French subjects residing in the 
seaports of the Levant and Barbarj were onlj allowed to assem- 
ble by permission of ^he Ambassador at Constantinople, or the 
Consuls or Vice-Consuls at the other seaports ; which he applied 
— somewhat doubtfully — to China in 1865. 

The proceedings of both parties to this dispute illustrate 
the disadvantage of attempting to administer the affairs of the 
French Concession by a Council, whose rights were ill-defined, 
if defined at all, above whom was the Consul-General, who could 
dissolve them almost at pleasure. To make the position of the 
Council clearer was, no doubt, the object which the Consul* 
General had in view in framing the Regulations of 1866. 

These Regulations were revised in 1868 and are still in 
force. The alterations made in the first Regulations were in 
the qualifications .of the electors, and in the Article relating to 
arrests within the Concession of people other than Frenchmen, 
under wari*ants issued by the representatives of other powers, 
without the countersignature of the Consul-General, or without 
the presence of his police. This was amplified in the Regulations 
of the 14th April, 1868. 

The functions of the Councillors of the French Concession 
differ considerably from those of the Municipal Council of the 
Settlement. They are only a deliberative body ; none of their 
resolutions becoming operative until approved by the Consul- 
General, who may also postpone for eight days the execution of 
resolutions of the Council relative to the fii*st six subjects on 
which it may deliberate. These are : — 1, The Budget, Receipts 
and Expenditure ; 2, The collection of the Municipal Revenue ; 
3, Assessment of taxes ; 4, Applications for reduction of 
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assessments ; 5, The manner in which taxes shall be recovered 
from defaalters ; 6, Parchasing, sellihg, exchanging and letting 
the 'Mnnicipal properties. 

The Consal-Qeneral may withhold his approval of the 
resolutions of the Council, until he has submitted them to the 
French ^linister at Peking, on the remaining five subjects, on 
which the Council maj deliberate, vis., 7, The construction of* 
roads, public places, quays, jetties and public works generally ; 
8, Works affecting health, and country roads ; 9, Appropriations 
for the public service ; 10, The regulation of sewers and health ; 
11, Every other subject on which the Consul -General asks the 
Council to deliberate. 

The Council has, however, the control of the employ& in the 
different departments, indoor and outdoor, of the mnnicipaliij, 
except the police, which is in the hands of the Consul-General 
who is responsible for the good order of the Concession. The 
Council also appoints its own Secretary. 

The Consul-General may suspend the Council, but not for a 
longer period than three months, and he must at once report 
his action in this respect to the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
and to the Representative of France at Peking, who may, if ha 
thinks it necessary, pronounce, pending the approval of the 
Government of Paris, the dissolution of that body. During 
such suspension, the Mnnicipal Council would be replaced by a 
provisional commission appointed by the Consul-Greneral. 

The electors must be twenty-one years of age and possess 
land in the Concession of any value ; or, renters paying an 
annual rent of at least a thousand francs ; or having lived in the 
Concession for at least three months and possessing an income 
of four thousand francs a year. These franchises are lower than 
those in this Settlement. The Municipal Council is composed of 
the Consul-General of,France, who is always President,* and eight 
members, four of whom must be Frenchmen, and the remainder 
of other nationalities, all chosen by ballot. They are elected for 

* For several years past the Consul-General has delegated the Pre- 
sidencv of the Council to the Councillor, who has been designated to the 
olCce by his collesgues. 
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two years, bat one half retires each year, and when the number 
of Coancillors has fallen • below one half of the full number, 
the Council chooses members snfEcient to fill up the vacancies. 
The Councillors must be twenty-five years of age. One of the 
Articles of the Regulations gives the Consul-General, acting in 
concert with the Taotai, and if the Council shall approve, the 
power, to admit one or more Chinese of position, or chiefs of 
cor po ration H,* to the deliberations of the Council. I do not 
know that this power has ever been exercised by the Consul- 
General ; there is nothing like it i^ the Regulations of thia 
Settlement. 

The Land renters of the English and American Settlements 
met on the 9th l^Iarch, 18G6, to consider the Revised Land 
Regulations as drawn np by the Committee appointed at the 
meeting in the preceding April. The first thing brought before 
the meeting was a letter from the Consul-General of France, in 
which he took exception to the description of the limits of the 
French Concession, given in the draft of the amended Land 
Regulations. The limits therein stated were those stated in the 
original proclamation of 1849, which the Consul-General said 
were not correct, the Concession extending further south. By 
this, I suppose he meant that the limits in 1866 comprised the 
land which was acquired after the burning by the French of the 
eastern suburb in 18G0. He denied the right of the Landrenters 
of the English and American Settlements to make Regulations 
for the French Concession, and complained of not having been 
consulted as to the new Regulations, as ho said ho should have 
been under the Regulations of 1854, Article XIV. Ho intended, 
ho said, to propose to his colleagues, ** whose respective govern- 
ments have treaties with China, and concurrently with the 
Intenclant of Circuit, — the Taotai, — :to appoint a committee that 
will draw up a draft of Land Regulations having force on the 
French Concession. This draft will be submitted for approval 
to all having a right to vote on the French Concession," and he 
would afterwards propose their adoption to his colleagues, under 
the ro.*erveof their government's approbation; **as, also, I shall 

* GuiUi may he meant. 
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be ready under the same reserve to sign tlio Laud Regalaiions 
agreed to on tlie neigUbonring Concessions/* • 

At the next meeting of Landrenters on the French Conces- 
sion, held on the following day, the Consal-General stated that 
he did not recognise the Land Regalations of 1854, in the 
Concession. lie said, ** they were not binding ;'* having been 
signed under reservation, that the consent of the French 
Government should be accorded. This has been refused. 
Being questioned as to whether there were any Regulations 
then binding on Renters of Land in the French Concession, the 
Consul-General replied that " he was not there to discuss the 
point. It was better to vote on the proposition before them,** 
which was about erecting jetties. Being again pressed, he said 
that he could give no further explanations as to whether there 
were or were not Land Regulations in existence. *' He had 
merely heard that they had been rejected in Paris." 

The Consul-General appears to have been in complete 
ignomnce of the affairs of his Concession, and his position, as 
regards the Settlement, was somewhat peculiar. He claimed, 
and rightly, that he should, as representing one of the Treatj 
Powers, have been consulted in any changes which it was 
proposed to make in the Land Regulations. The other Consnls 
had however thonght.it unnecessary to invite him to take part 
in the preliminary meeting, at which the scope of the changes 
which were neccssiiry in the Regulations was considered. And 
ho informed the other Consuls, that he did not recognise that 
the Regulations, of the Settlements, were operative in the 
Concession, or as binding on Frenchmen, as he ** had heard 
that they had been rejected in Paris." 

I Since that time, the Settlements and the French Concession 
have been under separate Land R<^gulations; and the action of 
the Consul-Gcneral was no doubt intended to bring this aboutJ 
There have b'ccn indications several times since then that the 
general public in both districts would welcome a reunion which 
would in many respects bo beneficial. \A large part of the 
Concession belongs to Englishmen and others, not Fi*cnchmcn 



o 
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while most of the business firms of the latter natioualitj have 
foand it convenient to reside in this Settlement.! 

[Several meetings of the Land renters of the Settlements 



were held in 1866, ito discass the proposed amendments to the 
Regnlations. These were for the first time in the existence of 
the place framed bj the Landrenters ; on former occasions the 
Consols had drawn np the Regnlations, and with the Taotai, had 
made the laws, but, now, they considered them after thej had 
debated bj many meetings of the electorate. When the 
amendments in the Regulations came before the Consols that 
body made several alterations in them. One Was the insertion 
of a clause somewhat similar to the one in the Regulations of 
the French Concession — which had just appeared, giving the 
Senior Consnl power to ask the Taotai to nominate three 
Chinese delegates every year whose functions should be wholly 
consultative. And no resolution of the Council's, relating to 
police or sanitary regnlations, and no new tax affecting the 
Chinese residing in the Settlement, were to take effect ontil 
the Chinese delegates had been consulted thereon. This was 
subsequently approved by the then existing Municipal ConnciL 
But it was not incorporated by the Foreign Ministers at 
Peking, in the Regnlations of 1869, perhaps because they saw that 
the opinions of Chinese on the subjects which were to be submitted 
to the Delegates, were not likely to be either useful or valuable. 
Even at the present time, when intelligent Chinese should 
know the benefits of sanitation, few people would give them 
any power on that subject. I The Consuls also proposed to reduce 
the Mn.iicipal franchise which the Landrenters had agreed 
upon, but the Ministers ultimately fixed upon qualifications, for 
the electors, lower than those of the Landrenters and higher 
than those of the Consuls. The object of the Landrenters in 
proposing a somewhat high franchise, was to exclude what they 
called the " rowdy ** classes.^ The Ministers added to the clause 
in the Regulations, arranged by the Landrenters, words giving 
absent Ratepayers the right of voting by proxy in the election of 
Councillors, and at public meetings, which they had not possessed 
before; but ic the early days of the Settlement Landrenters 
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were allowed to vote in that way, whether ahseni or present. 
The French Consal -General gave his adhesion to the amended 
Regalations, hat he claimed " the right to reserve his Toto 
generallj on the English Land Regalations, till he received the 
aathoritj of his department, or till his colleagaes intimatod 
their concarrence in those established bj the French Oovemmeni 
for the French G)nce88ion.'* The concarrence of the representa- 
tives of other Powers in the French Regalations of 1868 was 
apparently given before the latter' were made pablic. For these 
are said to be revised, in conseqnence of an arrangement entered 
into between the Consol-General of France and the Consals of 
the Powers represented at Peking. Thej are also recognised in 
the Joint Minate of 24th September, 1869, signed hj all the 
Foreign Ministers at Peking. 

In November of the same jear Sir Ratherford Alcock, who 
had become H.M/s Minister at Peking, intimated to the. Land- 
renters that he woold send the amended Regalations to the 
Foreign OfBce, in concord with the Ministers of the United 
States, Prassia, and Rassia. And in 1869 the RopresentatiTes 
of these Powers, and of France, issned a Joint Minate with the 
Regalations, which gave them force in the Settlements. 

In that Minate there is no reference to the* Chinese antho* 
rities, sach as appeared with the Regulations of 1845 and 1854^ 
which are stated to have been agreed upon bj the Consals and 
the Intcndant of Circuit. The omission is somewhat strange, 
after Mr. Brace's care for the rights of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, within the Settlement. ] Since 1869 the Manicipal Cooncil 
has received annaallj large assessments from Chinese residents; 
for the first few years with the consent of the Taotai, bat for % 
considerable time even that formality has been dispensed with. 
The revenue is now collected from Chinese by virtue of Regala- 
tions to which their Government has never assented; a strange 
way of dealing with the natives in a place where Mr. Brace and 
his school held that foreigners had no right to tax Chinese, 
except by tlie consent of the Mandarins, who now seem to be 
quite indifferent in the matter. It is very likely, however, thai 
it will engage their attention before long./ • 
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The Regalations of 18C9 were found to be insufficient abont 
foar years afterwards, and a Committee was appointed at the 
meeting of Ratepayers in 18/3 and again in 1874 to draw np 
extended Regnlations. This was done, and the proposed new 
Manicipal Charter was laid before the Ratepayers in 1875, but 
did not receive mnch attention. \ The Committee proposed 
to place the basis of government in the Regulations, leaving all 
details to be dealt with in Bye-Laws, which shonld be enacted 
locally. This would have saved the inconvenience and delay 
of every Bye-Law, no matter how nnimportaut, having to be 
sanctioned by all the Legations in Peking. The Committee 
also proposed to lower the franchise oonsiderably, but this was 
not received with mnch favour. j It was objected that tlie 
electors are also legislators holding annual and special pnblio 
meetings at which the alTairs of the Settlement and the policy 
of the Municipal Council are determined on, the Council being 
merely the executive which has no power to act except nnder 
the Land Regulations and the resolutions passed by the Rate- 
payers in public meeting. 

The Ratepayers in 1879 again appointed a Committee to 
draw np amended Land Regnlations and these were submitted 
to the Municipal Council, who laid them before the meeting of 
Ratepayers in 1880. They proposed to simplify and extend the * 
Municipal franchise, so as to increase the constituency from 255 
to 3G0, and to make changes in the qualifications for Municipal 
Councillors which would have increased the number of persons 
eligible to sit in that body from 112 to 157, or about the same 
proportion as the addition to the electorate. The committee 
stated in their report that they had songht rather to formulate 
the existing Municipal system than to propose any important 
change. 

The new or extended Land Regulations were sent to the 
Foreign Ministers in Peking in 1881. These diplomatists made 
several alterations in them, which found no favour with the com- 
munity when they were published in 1882. The clnnse refer- 
ring to the Volunteers had been struck out, as the Ministers wonld 
not give official recognition to them; the powers of the Mnnicipal 
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Coancil to arrest ovil doers within the Settlement were serioaslj 
and dangeronslj cartailcd, while the powers of the Consals were 
considerably extended. iThe objects which the ^[inisters seem 
chiefly to have had in view, are to lessen the authority of the Muni- 
cipal Council and of the Ratepayers, who will not be allowed to 
impose new modes of taxation in the Settlement without the 
consent of the Consuls}* Many of the Consuls represent Powers 
which have scarcely any interests or subjects in Shanghai, and 
giving to such officials the same weight and vote as the 
Consuls of Great Britain, the United States, and Germany is 
an extension of democratic principles into official life that is 
dangerous to the Settlement of Shanghai. To extend the 
functions of the Consuls, and at the same time to diminish and 
restrict those of the Municipal Council would be a mistake. 
The history of the Settlement shows that the foreigners who 
have conducted its affairs have been careful to preserve the 
jnst rights of the Chinese, and that they were so successful in 
doing this that the Consular body left the Landrenters in 1866 
to frame their own Land Rcgulatiohs, instead of as formerly 
drawing them up and announcing them to the community) * 

The Land Regulations of 1879-80 have been in the hands 
of the Foreign Ministers since 1881, and all that is known of 
them are the the alterations, amendments and revisions just 
referred to.| 

The scheme of a Court in which Chinese offenders, and 
foreigners who had no Consuls here, could be tried, had bc^a 
tilkcd of for some years before 1863. But in that year the 
Mixed Court was instituted.' The necessity for such a tribunal 
arose from the increase in the Chinese population of the 
Settlement. In the early days of the place, when the community 
was numerically small, the cases between foreigners and 
Chinese were so few in number that it was easy for the Consuls 
to watch the proceedings, whenever it became necessary to 
appeal to the native Courts, while cases between Chinese and 
Chinese were left entirely to their natural authorities. But as 
the community gradually increased the cases in which foreign 
iutcrcsts wcro involved bccamo so numerous, that it was 
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impossible for proper attention to be given to each. In the 
more important cases the Consul could still maintain a 
correspondence with the authorities ; but minor offenders were 
simplj sent in to the Citj with a note detailing the charge 
against them ; and, with the reply which was received some 
fortnight later, that thej had been bambooed or released, 
information or interest concerning them generally ceased.* 
In the great majority of cases, the city Magistrate had only 
the charge to work on, and nnless the prisoner confessed, or 
coald be compelled to give evidence against himself, conviction 
was practically impossible. And, as the powers of the Municipality 
increased, and the action of its police extended, ** the Chinese 
police were by degrees driven out of the Settlement, and the 
Chinese supervision over the native population was gradually 
withdrawn.'* An attempt was made to meet the evils which sprang 
from this state of things by the Vice-Consul, or the Interpreter 
of the British Consulate, investigating all charges against 
Chinese, and only sending those for trial which seemed to have 
some foundation for the charge; but this broke down. Sir 
Harry Parkes, who was then Consul in Shanghai, obtained the 
establishmeut of the Mixed Court — *' a tribunal for the decision 
of cases in which foreigners were either directly or indirectly 
interested .... in which due attention to foreigners* interests 
might be secured by the presence of their representatives, while 
the jurisdiction of the native authorities was left untouched.'*t 

The constitution of the Court was to have been^ :— 

A Police Court for the trial of Chinese police cases occurring 
within the Settlement. 

A Criminal Court for the trial of Chinese charged criminally 
by foreigners, and for the trial of foreigners having no Consnlar 
representatives. 

A Civil Court for the adjudication of claims brought by 
foreigners against Chinese, or by foreigners or Chinese against 
foreigners unrepresented by Consuls. 

* Memorandnm on the Mixed Court by Chaloner Alabaster, Esq. 
+ Idem. 
t Idem. 
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i A Coart of Appeal in Criminal or Civil matters. 

As a Police Coart it was to consist of a Chinese officer, 
sitting alone, for the decision of pnrelj native cases, broaghi 
before him bj the Manicipal Police, and in fact it was to be » 
branch of the Citj ^lagistrate's Office ; bat it was intended thai 
he should nUimatelj be vested with independent powers, **&• 
the possible revision of his decisions, bj his saperior sitting in 
the citj, would lead to the defeat of one of the objects for which 
the Coart was established.** The City ^lagistrate, however, 
arrogated, from the first, the power of interfering, and the 
complaints of the Consols were **anavailing to convince him 
that he has no right to do so awaj from the Coart.'* 

In investigating criminal charges broaght bj foreigners 
against Chinese, the^Iagistrate was to have been assisted bj aCon« 
salar Assessor. The Chinese officer was alone to deliver jadgmenti 
bat the interests of foreigners were to be secared, bj( the Assessor 
having the right of staying proceedings, and referring the case to 
the higher Coart — that is to the City Magistrate — shoald he differ 
with the presiding jndge. The Assessors were to be depated by 
the Consnls, and it was at first intended that they shoald be of 
the nationality of the foreigners interested in the cases. Bni 
this being foand inconvenient, it, became the eastern for an 
officer from the British Consulate to sit fear times, and one from 
the United States Consulate twice a week.* In cases where a 
foreigner whose nationality was anrepresented by a Consalata 
was interested, it was necessary that two Assessors shoald sit. 
In more important criminal cases the place of the Chinese 
deputy ^fagistrato was occasionally taken by one of the local 
Magistrates of higher rank — the District Magistrate, or the 
Sab-Prefect, — an arrangement, I may remark in passing, which 
played into the hands of the City Magistrate; and it sprang from 
what was from the first tbe chief weakness of the Mixed Coart 
— the insufficient rank of its Magistrate. 

* The prcncnt practice is for Officials from the British, and United 
States Consulates to sit twice a week, and from the German Contnlata 
oDce a week ; but if a subject of anv other power is interested in a cate 
before the Court a representative of his nationality attends. 
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In civil cases the powers of the Magistrate and the rights 
of the Assessors were mnch the same as in criminal cases, in 
which foreigners were concerned. ** But the first cases which 
came before the Coart were of snch mngnitodo, that the 
Magistrate became alarmed and represented his insufficiency to 
the Taotai, and the Sab-Prefect has, therefore, been directed to 
sit in civil cases, the Deputy sitting occasionally in trifling cases 
only." The Court of Appeal or reference has been a failure 
from the first. It has consisted of the Taotai. 

The working of the Court gave the greatest dissatisfaction 
to foreigners for many years. When they brought criminal 
accusations against Chinese the punishments inflicted were often 
ludicrously inadequate. Sometimes the Magistrate benevolently 
paid the fines of notorious rascals, or he could not be induced to 
punish offenders against the Municipal Regulations or Bye-laws 
at all. All this did a great deal of harm and prevented the 
effective policing of the Settlement, but nothing could be done 
with a kindly looking old gentleman except for the Assessors 
to try and make him see that he should not be the friend of 
rogues and offenders. It was still worse on the civil side, for 
when foreigners established their claims against Chinese it was 
impossible to get a just verdict. This was to be expected when 
the Magistrate was of such low official standing that Chinese 
merchants, and others, against whom foreigners brought actions, 
were able to flout and intimidate him in his own Court, because 
they had purchased rank which was superior to his. And when 
the Magistrate gave a decision in a civil case against one of his 
o vn countrymen it was of no avail to the foreigner, who could 
not recover his claims under it, and the Magistrate, because of 
his inferior rank, could not enforce his judgments. This being 
the case, foreigners who had claims against Chinese suffered 
grievous losses, and for many years little was gained by bringing 
civil actions in the Mixed Court against natives, and the Court 
was, in consequence, the best abused institution in the Settlement, 
and rightly so. 

Of late years, and under abler ^fagistratcs, the character 
of the Court has greatly improved. Cases, both civil and 
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criminal, aro tried in it, which in the first decade or so of its 
existence wonid not have been bronght before it, or if thej had 
would have been nnsatisfactorilj dealt with. Sometimes ciril 
actions of great importance are now tried bj the Magistrate, 
and are more fairly adjadgcd than might bo expected in a 
native Court. Appeals from its decisions are rarely made to 
the Taotai, and that official only appears in the Conrt when 
special cases are before it. The Magistrate has still insufficient 
rank, and it is still open to Chinese holding literary or 
purchased rank, to interfere with his procedara. Bat as 
the inflaenco of the Conrt has extended, Chinese of sape- 
rior rank to the ^fagistrate have shewn less disposition to 
disregard its mandates. Its influence would be placed on a surer 
basis if the Magistrate were made equal in rank to a Prefect^ 
as should have been tho case from the establishment of the 
Conrt. There is one good thing about tho Mixed Coari| 
no fees are levied in it on foreigners, so that they may bring an 
action in it to any amount, without having to pay anything. 
Chinese, however, do pay fees, which are probably a matter of 
arrangement with the officials of the Court, even when they 
defend themselves by petition. 

Foreign lawyers have been occasioually engaged in suits in 
the Court and aro said to be useful in placing evidence clearly 
before it, but there is no necessity to employ them, as tho 
Assessor is bound to help foreigners, as far as ho can, in putting 
their case before Court. No Chinese lawyers have ever practised 
in it. Most of the criminal cases which are tried are nnim« 
portant, and the sentences are generally light. But what is 
most satisfactory in the procedure of the Mixed Court, is that 
no torture is ever employed to obtain ovidence. 

There is a Mixed Conrt in the French Concession, tho 
existence of which is a proof that tliere is really no difference 
between the relation in which the land there and in tho 
Settlement, stands to the Emperor of China. If the Concession 
were French territory the Court would be a French Conrt; 
as it is tho Court is a Mixed Conrt and tho Magistrate a 
Chinese. 
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The establishment of the Supreme Coart of China and 
Japan in Shanghai took place in September 1805, nnder an 
Order in Coancil dated the 9th of March of that year. This 
order rccapitnlates the powers conferred on Her ^fajcstj bj 
Parliament, the 6rst of which, passed in the 6th and 7th years 
of her reign, made it lawf nl for her, with the advice of the Privj 
Ooancil, to ordain any law or ordinance for the government of 
her sabjccts within the dominions of the Emperor of China, or 
in any ship or vessel within the distance of a hundred miles of 
the coast of China. Another Act passed in the same year, 
known as the Foreign Jarisdictiun Act, said "it shall bo la^vfal 
for Her Majesty to hold, exercise and enjoy any power or 
jurisdiction which Her Majesty has or may have in any country 
or place out of Her Majesty's dominions, in as ample a manner 
as if Her Majesty had acquired such power by the cession or 
conquest of territory." 

These powers and jurisdictions had been already exercised 
by Her ^lajesty in China and Japan, but the Orders in Council 
nnder which they existed were now revised and extended. 

The British Government were led to frame this Order in 
Council, and to establish the Supreme Court under it, to a very 
great extent by the outrages and lawless acts committed by 
Englishmen in China and Japan, whose conduct often went 
unpunished. These people were of the lowest class of adven« 
turers who had been attracted to China by the rebellion. The 
extension of trade also did not permit of difHculties or disputes 
beiiig amicably disposed of as formerly by arbitration, often con- 
ducted at the dinner or tiffin table. The affairs of the merchant 
and the land owner had become more complicat<^d, and often 
required to be submitted to those who knew more about law than 
brother merchants or a very imperfectly trained ConsnL 

Sir Edmund Hornby was the first Chief Justice, Mr. 
C. W. Goodwin the assistant Jndge,nnd Mr. John Fraser the Law 
Secretary. Shanghai is the head-quarters of the Court, and all 
the judicial functions previously exercised by H.M. Consul in 
Shanghai w^ere ti-ansferred to the Supreme Court. At the 
other ports the Consuls rctniu their judicial authority, but when 
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cases of great importance occnr in them the Chief Justice or 
Assistant Judge goes, as it were, on circuit and tries them. 

Vorj soon after the opening of the Supreme Conrt Sir 
Edmand Hornby decided two actions of importance to the 
pablic. In the Brst* he laid it down that the defendants had 
no right to constract a jettj or other erection which wonld 
interfere with or change or convert the space between the high 
and low water mark bj raising it into dry land at high water 
mark. This action was brought by the British Consul, at the 
instance of the Harbour-master of the Huangpu and Conservator 
of the Yangtze river. 

The second case was brought before the Conrt by the 
Municipal Council, suing in the names of its members, against 
two Trustees and Executors of Charles Wills for the recovery of 
the assessment on some lots of land in Hongkew.f The defend- 
ants pleaded that the Shanghai Land Regulations were not 
binding on them, and they denied the right of the Council to 
levy a rate or assessment on the land which was registered in 
the name of the deceased Wills. Chief Justice Hornby, in a 
' long and conclusive judgment, held that as Her Majesty had the 
power conferred on her by Act of Parliament to provide for the 
peace, good order and government of her subjects in China, and 
as she had given power to her Chief Superintendent of Trade ia 
China to make such provision as he thought fit and necessary to 
attain the object in view, and as the Chief Superintendent of 
Trade had sanctioned the Land Regulations, they wore binding 
on the British Landowners. This established the legal statna 
of the Land Regulations, which had always been doubted, so far 
as British residents were concerned, and as the powers of the 
Representatives of other nations were as full as those of the 
Chief Superintendent of Trade, the question was set at rest, it is 
probable, for ever. 

The judicial machinery for the government of the .Settle- 
ments was further increased by the establishment of the Court 

• Rcgina versus ReynoMs h Holtz, Supreme Court, 2Stli Sept., 1865. 
t W. Keswick, J. Hog^, T. Haiilmry, J. C. Couttn, V, D. Nve, aiid 
W. Probst r. G. Wills and S. WilU, Supreme Court, 15th Nov., I8(i5. 
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of Foreign Consala in 18G9. This was dono bj a Memorandam 
signed by tho Ministers of Great Britain, Pmssia, Francet 
Rnssia and the United States at Peking, and published with the 
revised Land Rcgalations which came into force that jear. Ita 
only fnnctioQ is to enable individaals to sne the Manicipal 
Coanci), before it, and it has on one or two occasions tried cases 
in which that body was defendant. The Memorandam expressly 
states that to bo the reason for founding the Goart, which is to 
'* be established at the beginning of each year by the whole body 
of Treaty Consals.- 

In addition to these Goarts each Consal — except the 
British — tries the subjects or citizens of his nationality and 
hears ciril cases which may generally bo appealed. Tliere ui 
therefore one may sivy an abnndanco of judicial authority ia 
Shanghai, where serious crimo is extremely raro and most 
ofTeuccs arc of a light character. 
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